
The Preabyterian Review.

NEW YEAR'I3 PETITIONS.
WhAlb dhali 1 aik , . te cuiîarng yevar

Wthat ciitl at), watcltu ord bu'
%%ta %vul&ltiî Vlmou (tu for nie, dear L.urd

ais 1 (iluAI forTheure

Lord. I wual' ,isk fur a huly year,
Sjutt in Tiy îîcrfct,~ %-it j

lielta ittu walnk inii),î vury stopsu,
II ul 1v 4 pl.aiuc L'iti tlttl.

L.ard, 1 %vould iemk for a liîavestly yeîîr,
Iilitible andi )-Ut, et) iîgil

lielli meî ta msîk ait Tîiy vit-esud tout,
Aîid yut it il ty bouîit lie.

Lurd, I wotitqi m,i> for A trattIAt 3'ar,
Uj.Ve 1iA10 itly taitti 'ilvAOV,

Iikisig ny tll inhit4atC.,
.itkiug I'ily luilesa nullAe.

Lord, 1 wailil ai3k fur a yuAr of love,
Ohi, lot io love £1ico best

<Jivoe ute love iliat fitifutia not
Boeatia the hardo&t test.

Lord, 1 %vould a3k fur a buey year,
Ftlled up with service truc,

Dl)oug With &Il £AAy Spirit'io-tzigltt,
1~Aaee I ihd tu> to.

Lord, 1 would aisk for a ycar ut praycr,
'17tý*n sio e ta *k with Tiieu;

hfrcatbie in iny ltoârt' Tkîy SpiriL's broath,
Ilray' thoi tiy prayer lui me.

Lord, 1 woîîld isk for te dyitag wurld,
Stroait forth Tlil>' iiiigfiy laua,

'1y triith procasîati, Tlty power dimplay,
rnis ycar ait overy tond.

Lord, 1 wvisitd ask for a ycar of joy,
Tity peace, Thy joy divine,

Sptingi2g uuttiiiiiitcd throogiu ail the days,
lBe LlAy tityt i salade or iltieo.

Lurd, 1 would *wk for a year of tAupe,
Loukimîg forTreu t cuaite,

Aud liatting ou1 tat ycair of ycàa
I'at. bringu s Lhrist. and ilaîttc.

Lord, 1 would ack for a ycsr divaie,
l!tàiasiigiircd frein abovu,

1iti ail ia déya. lake hc&vecný height-s
Stiatue withi rny laglit aud lave.

RETROSPEOT ANO 'ROSPEOT.

Lite iust hiave its baiekîvar as Weil ais its forward
iouk. 1' beud»zer' -is as necdbsavAly a point in spiritual
tupugral)ly as is PI>sgati, trumn wnicfl a coinug Canaan
as prophetically observed.

'r'he past is meatît tu be a 11ilunitur arnid present ex-
per.eiîces and aisoa i message lur mne future. INu affec-
tation is greater tlîan tlie aitrsineàs ut hirn who îhiks
hiAniscil supertor tu tîxe thigb on which he lias buAlt and
rasen, and whiici ltait lisait likc a t.al~- anet trac bky.

IAs sîuly ta «affect ai usicolcerîi for iVhait as behind us,
for out of ttîasc tlings wlimci, Wse~ Cal ca - dead and
gotie," we have conie, aiîd thcy now lue on in us.
G.enetically, si îlot prcîsely graninaitically, preterites
paiss by way ai present furmas tu 'uture-perlucts. The
inan who sneers at lias past s liku a cltck thait pccks ait
tale shell from îvhmcil lie was haitclied. The zing thait
bias nmade lis iust alîvays bc revercmîiced. utless we are
ta belle tlîe very cluaracters wvhich wc now pobsss.

lieiice an occasmoial rctrospcct as litbag for every
main because lie is a aulait. Tliough gciîeailogy is axot
gospel, il as yet a lcaichang. Ileredtîy as an educator.

nihe greaitest tlîtîg ai Lodes uîttverst- îs histury I re-
cenzly obberved a noied divine. Tne rhings ltat have
bcen aire ait kcast the bliadangs Mt the letters flaIt Wall
speil tlîe words of tîte histories thataire t'o bu. The story
rnay bu mîcw, but it raiust be wratteu wiîlî the aId alpha-.t
bei. Tu tinderîamîd lîamself ;and lits grautdchlîîdrn it is
necebbary thaît a mlain imatke tlîe acquamntaincc af lias awn

*great-grandt«ttlicr, amîd prepare fer to-niorrow by a1 close
amîd careft'l rctro.%pcct ot ib~ own varmaUsly abSOrtCd
yesterdays. 1le Mîist go bac'- in Order to obtaîti the
mcadway for a long leaîp torward. lt a mai ruase ta go
ta scilouî to antiquAîy tic cannot hope th.,t his atailuenace

*wall remat -as a proper teaicler lor pti.hcrtty. 17.c p).t
gets eveji ait laist îvih tliose who refuse It. 1 ttsîory
cainnot bc bcornied with impunity, but will revenge ltselt

.àia time upon its coiitctiners.
Anîd tale retraspect thait is wortliy ai the name anus.

bc a very broad otte. It is not ai Ilatter rnerely cf -a gent
calugiacl tree, but cf ail historical forest of maltitudin-
ou00 brainclîings and multiform faliages. Ilistory's record

iS tiot alune COUitlc ini tit ponderotîs toile wvliîcl
notes publie evCIALs, but ais Weil m tile tilîy volumens that
restait ais the nolipaircil records ut private lives, wlîicli
.îre yet s0 iany 1tiicrucfr'mfS ut alniust: infinîte miniature
ilysîeraes. Ttîle Close Of il Ciaetîdar year is a seabsOll
nmost opportune tur buch a rutruspeet ot persotal exper.
icaice. It ni tile scasun Miecn the ierchlit Posts up lits
books t be ivere lie stands. And la. as a tinie witin
bellbitive spirits airc nîoved to tftuugiîttully ceview, as in
thic stilliiebs ut talc divine prueace itseli, bhe scenes atnd
seckitigs, fcjoys and grtevings, the gains and lositigs,
uf the days tlhat have goî,ie meyuîid rec.1îl. I3y sucli

remnniscncethe sui As eiiablcd tu sec wvhere it ..taîîds
spîritually, and tîuw near tu Gud as its presclnt position.
IIAe case ut the Cliristians traveller is analogous tu tiat
of the n.îvigator ut the deep seas wlîo inust troin taille to
Limue discuver lits position oy observation ot the sain or
the stars. The satlor reads the heavens tîtat lie rniay
mark ail upon ai' eairthly chart the spot wvhere just then
lits vessel's keei As cuttinig tic seas. H-e niust know
how f ar lie hiais corne and where lie is that he rnay uner-
rinigly tell Whithcr thereafter bis true course lies. It îs
a kind of niicasuresinent of terrestial directions and dis-
tances by means 01 a stellar topography, and as sucli
atlords a tîtting symbol of spiritual navigation on lite's
broader aind storîtiier sca. l'lie Christian niust with a
trequent pcriodicity Lake his observations auîd read of
fixe kilots (in hus lu g-Janc-

But with retruspect s:îotild go prospect. As the old
yeair goes train us st wlîispers a pairting word as to a new
aird possibly a muore uiotable year in corne. The obdurate
sainer hais nu tuture ai any comtorting sense ot the word,
but tot the humble betiever in jesus At AS always "better
tarther on." Wte, theretare, the Christian dwells with
discriminatîig nieditation upon the past there needs to
mingle witli lius tender remîniscence a sweet prescience
to a tairer iuture to caule in God's good Luîne. It is this
thought of ttîis clu!i and yet îlot ttlvAded outtaok of the
twiAi teipper and sympaithy, which as taught in the aile-
gorîcal story ot the two alleu, ane an aged man wath hairs
wliitened by the years and thic thier a youtii wath long
raven locks, who oAie day, trtii-armn, clinibed ta a lolt.y
hes-,nt. Wnemî they hiad attainied flic suiiimit the old
nain, dcliberately niountiAig a ledge of rock, anîd turniig
tu look baick upun î.hc way tlîey had coine, iitud lits
broad lbait, aîîd Witlî soieniAi voice exclaismned : 110 Past 1
1 salute thec 1 ' liîereupon tais Young conîparton Ieap-
"iig up to 11 still higner crag, aind uettedly waving lits
iait aibove bis bîeau, cricd witli entliusiasmî : '-0 Future
1 sailute ttice 1

IL as sucIA a double salutation that is apprupriate ait
ally alliîivera.iry seatsui tor every Cniristiati pîlgriiî. Ii s
but courtcous tu, àpeed tue departing as Weil ais to greet
in c airriviing guest, anid ivitt ail its sborlcornîngs the paîst
deservus a -rliasik you 1 ais At leaives. For tlat past
ait aîîy case hiais lîaid Gud iuî it, anîd wlicrc God hias vuen
g raititutie should lilow. Thiîs taircwcll, flowcvcr, aîeed
not bc toa tcarf ul, or over said, bince thte Cltristi.in Aicver
Irises the best o! wtîat liais been, aîîd ai thait tarther future
that lies buyoiîd the valu slil illect agaîn ail that vas
truly worttîy and inîniorzai in tme pat- Y. Vbscrver.

A DAILY MIRAQL-E.

Adiitt Christ îîîta your su, and wvitlt Ilitti Cotiies
IpUwcr. Yuu adîiIt tbat ',ou have becti wretclîe:dly wcak ou
a tîuuld critaead occasions ül yvur past lifu. You )cote.
ised )Oursell that p.1LA wauld never yield ta Certain Itlxpla-
taconis iAd C'iiiuit certint sans aîîd iltc ; but yau did, aîîd
yiîur flAic s btrcewcd witil îroken [(!Solutionsa. lit dont with

tIts, it bcoîe wtl kaii~ o abritl rcd.jesus Christ
ullurb tu strutigtltiLn yau wYatt, iiglît Ai lte tailler maa Iy Ilis
bpiril dwceiiîg isiyou. Aýi, yuusay, tilais sumiietlttlgugUpezr-
itatural. bu At is , fur Cýtîristiality ts babed on lthe lrum libt
the Sonut God dlueb culter auto talc lîumtan licart, aîîd juât
as reatlly aliects that lîeart as tlie bread you eat affects yuur
budY. rite whoule dilftereîîce bctwetcn Saut, thc bigot, aitdl
P'aul, the liaelicielit, utisellibît, licruic: apostle was tilatJebus
Clirist Ilad cntered auito 11181i and tlisforilîed filli and
cnduwcd tillAi tti a 11reuiteîduusb Iurîwcr to do .:tmglîîy decds
çf love. T'his p0ur will coule Anu your sut tthrougti tue
Cimul of praye-r. Try it and sc. %Vork ii the saine fllte
tîat you play. 'l'tie laithi that strives whitle IL prays Wall
cotiquer ; tur it creates sucli a coniion of tlîtugs fiat Go(!
eaui h=e you and Wall lielp you.
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