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For the Sabbath School.

Internationsal S8.S. Lesson.
Lxsson X,—Dxceuprr 3.—James i. 16.27,

GRATRFUL OBEDIENCE.

GoLprN Text.—* Wo love him because ho firat loved
us.”—1 John iv. 19,

CeNTRAL TruTit.—** Puro roligion and undefilled beforo
QGod and the Father is this, To vimt tho fatherless and
widows in their afliiction, aud to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”

Janes. —(1) Either Jomes the apostle, son of Alphous,
and, if ®o, a cousin of Jesus, and called his brother, per
haps Lecanso ho was‘adopted into the family of Mary; or,
far more probably, (2), James, tho own brother of tho Lord,
and a ditferont porson from the apostle. Tn eithar case,
this Jawes was tho premdoent or pastor of the church at
Jorusalemn, n very influential porson. Josephus says he
was stoned to death in A.p, 61 or eatly in 62,

Tne EristiE o Jaues.—(1) Written to the Christian
Jows everywhere. Many from all parts catno up to Jeru.
solom to nttend the groat feasts. (2) Timo of writing—
Tuncortain. somo say, A n. 45, others, as latoss A.n. 61 or
63. (3) Whero writttn—At Jorusalem, the howe of
James,

Panariers.—This book moro than any other reflects
tho language of the Sérmon on the Mount, and has close
resemblances to Proverbs,

Trrasurks —To be read and reread: i. 1,2; 1, 5.7; i,
12, 17, 26, 27: ii, 1,2, 14.18, 22, 26; iii. 1, 2, 13, 17;
iv. 5.8 v. 12.20.

Hgrues ovkk Hano Praces.—16, “Do not err:” in
believing that God is tho author of evil. 17, *“The I'ather
of lights:" tho Creator of tho heavenly bodies which giveo
us light, and the Author of all spiritual light. * No vari.
abloness: " always the same in character and principles.
Never rotracts His promises or changes His purpcses.
¢ Shadow of turning.” shadow causod by tho turnisg or
revolution of the heavenly bodies. 18. * A kind of first.
fruits: " the firstborn of the flock, the firstfruits of the
hurvest were consecvated to God (Num, xv, 19.21), as
showing that all came frown Him, and all should bo used
for Him. Christiana wore the beginning of the conversion
of the whold world to Christ. 21. “Superfluity of nanghti-
ness: " ovorflowing of malice from a bad heart. 25,
‘ Porfect law,of liborty: ' tho truths and moral teachings
of the Gospel which make men freo (1) from sin, (2) from
bad habits, (3) in the natural flowing of a good life from o
good beart. 26. * Bridleth not his tonguo : "’ as a borse is
bridled to control and guide him. 27. ‘' Pure religion :”
Raligion hore is observance of rveligious rites and services,
This is tho way the love of God shows itself.

SUBJECTS FOR PURTHRR STUDY AND S:ECIAL REPORTS,
—James.—The Epistle of James.—God as the source of
evory good gift.—Tho Father of lights.—Christians a kind
of firatfruits.—The illustrations in vs. 23.26.—Thae law of
libo;;y.—-Nn(uro of true religion.—Unspotted from the
world.

QUERSTIONS,

IntRopUCTORY.—Who was the author of this epistlet
‘What can you relate of his life and character? When
and whero was the lotter written? To whom?t What is
tho subject of the verses provious to tho lesson §

BURKCT : THE NATURE OF TRUE RELIGION.

1. Its Sounck rroM Gob (vs. 16-18.)—Why are the -

brethren exhorted not to errt What is it to err! What
is tho soueco of overy good gift? Does anything that is
not good como from God? Why is God called tho Father
of hghts ¢ (John i. 3-9) ‘What is said of His charactec?
Meaning of * shadow of turningt” Has God no varintions
of feoling or action? What is meant by unchangeableness
na spint! 'What comfort o us in tho fact that God
never changes!  What 18 tho source of our Christian hife?
1John ui. 3, b.) What wers the * firstfruits ? ¥ (Num. xv.
1y 21; Ex. xxui, 19.) How may Christians be said to be
a kind of firstfruits of all God's croatures?

II. Somz oF 118 DuTIRS AND DaANGERS (vs, 10.25).—
What throo oxhortationsin v, 191 What is it to be awift
to hear! Why should we be slow to speak? Why slow
to wrath! Why does anger nover do any good? What
two things must bo laid asidet How should the Word bo
reccived! THow does it savo our souls! What two ways
are there of treating God’s Wordt What are the “hearers
only " like! Why.? In what respoct is Gods Word like
amirror ! Why is it called the law of liberty? What is
snid of tho doers? How aro they blessed in their doing?

111, Tur Cpanacteristics o Trvs REeLioton —(vs.
26, 27.—What is it to bridle the tonguo! Why is doing
this asignof the true religious life? What is meant by
“roligion"” in v.27? Why is it spoken of as * undefiled
beforo God1” What is the Grst mervice of true roligion {
Why aro these two classes mes tioned? If wo despise or
negloct tho poor or the weak, is it a proof that wo are not
Christinng? Why is doing good to the needy a true
religious service? Will any number of coremonies or forms
of worship take tho place of thisa! What does Christ eay
in Matt. xxv, 31-46% What is the othor characteristic of
true religion? Monning of *world” hero? What is it to
bo unspotted from the worldt

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS. .

1. All good things are from God to make uslove Him
who is so good, ‘

2 God being unchangeable, His worde and promises,
spoken thousands of years agn, are as true and certain as if
uttered to-day.

3. Because we are God's children, we should speak and
act in & inanner worthy of our Father.

4. Scolding and anger never do any good (v. 20.)

5. Evory act of love to our fellowmen may be also an
uct of worship toward God.

Lessonr in Shorter Oatechism. -

QuEsT. 75, What is forbidden in the eighth command-
ment, *

Ans. Tho eighth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever
doth or may unjustly hinder our own or our neighbour's
wealth or oatward estate.

PARAPURASE FORMRD.

The eighth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever {does
really at the time, or what at some future period may]
unjustly [stop, or prevent the increase of] our own or our
neighbour's wealth or outward estate.

DOCTRINES PROVED,

Waealth is not to be procured or retained by unlawful
moaus.—1 Tim. vi. 10. *“The love of wmoney is the root
of all ovil; which while some coveted after,they have
orred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.”

W are not to neglect lawful means for procuring wealth
for ourselves and families.—1 Tim. v, 8, “Ifany provide
not for his own, and especially for those of bis own houss,
he hath denied the feith, and is worse than an infidel.”

We are not to do that which wmay hinder the increase
of our wealth and outward estate.—Prov. xxiii, 21. “The
drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty, and drow-
siness shall clothe & man with rags.”

We are not to nogloct the relief of our neighbour,or the
furtherance of his wealth when it is.in our power.—Deut.
xv, 8. “‘Thou shalt opon thine hand wide unto him, and
shall surely 'end him sufficient for his need in that which
ho wanteth,”

Woe are not to do anything which may hinder the furth-
crance of our neighbour's wealth.—Zech. viii.17. “Let
none of you imagino evil in your hearts against his neigh-
bour.”

“ My body has been in the Sabbath school for many
years, but my soul has been there only & year aad & haif,”
said a teachor, in speaking of his new interest in the work
of winning children to the servico of Jeaus, and training
them therein, How many teachers in the Sabbath school
can say that their souls are'in their work ¥ Who of them
can ory out, ¢“ With my whole heart have I sought thee "



