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TUE SILK COTTON TUE.L
The". are two species of plants which furnish th ilk.11 catton,

or the. kapok cf commerce, growlng la the. Island of Ceylon. On.
tiie more commonly fiund trea. la the. Ersodgndon aafra<hwskum-
Singhale... Imbul, and Tamil, Elavuin, and theoether Io the.
Bomawbx Mîalabarncm, the. red cotton tree, or the Katu Imbl of the,
Slnghaleu and the. Parutti of the. Tamils.

Botii thes. trous grow wild in Ccylon, but the. formner la more
common than the. latter. Thie B. aufractuoswm thrives well in the.
warmer parts of the. Island up to high elevations, and la found mucii
la cultlvâted placS.% Tii. tree attains to very large dimensions.
ofte-i growlng te the heigiit of 8o feet. The. trunk is stralgbt, and
the brancl.es are borne on -the top cf the tree; tiie bark nearer the.
bas. is covered sparsely witii thick prlckles, wiiich forra loto amnall
knot.like masees as the. tre grows old. The timber of this tr.e la
vMr liglit, and hence is only adaptcd for the. purpose of fuel, but of
late it bas been sawn loto planks and used le the manufacture of
tea boxes.

The plant ie ils third year beglas to bear. The flowers, wblch
are of a fairly Iargt size. witii a thick witisb corella and a cup-
shaped tiiicc green calyx. arm borne oe the trees once a year ln
Fébruary.Marcb. aud the, fruits ane formed very sean, as tbey are
ready for pluckieg in April, May and jun.. Durlng the. flowering
time flying foxes frequent the. trees, as they are very fond cf the.
young blosseins, but their ravages do net spoil the. crop to any ex-
tent. The. fruits are long and cylindrical, about five inciies in
length and tbr.e inciies in circuofemmne. Thes. fruits are fill.d
with a downy soft silky cotton, the staple v.ry short a»d curved,
and the. whole la lnt.rspersedl wlth black siiot-hie ligbt seed, wbicii
separat. wiien dry. Ie the. dry stat. the. enter caverings of the.
fruait separate casily. and.i «net pluck.d, the. silky dowuais wafted
b>' thie wind. Wben the fruits begin te dry tiiey ame collected by
mon, wii ascend the. trams witii long sticks. Tiiesefruits-are drie.
and thec 5rst operation dano is the. removal cf thie dry enter caver-
legs. Thns cl.mned. the down witb the. seed lsa ck.d in bags, and
la sent ta thie titlll for a final cleanlng, wben tii, down is carefuli>'
sifted and the, seed rentoved. Tii. laut procesa is that cf packing,
whichis easly donc by thecommonblingm nicines, aad tien tii
product (kapok> is riady for expert.

Sometimes tii. product us prepared outalde the. milîs, by dryeng
and iiand.picking, but if il is ta ho exported, baling bas te b. don.
at tii. milîs. Lacally kapok la largely used for stuffing pillows.
The. staple la se tuen tht it la considereti to ho lingt for weavlng
purpeses.

Thre expert trade in kapok in Ceylonlis cf very recezit orngle.
prebahly flot more tban ten years. Proviens ta this the, prodnct
hail cal> a loas. domand for the. purpose cf stuffing pillows,
ensions, etc.

Thie curreet price of uncleaned kapok is Rs. 6.ooe per cwt. ie
Colombo, and cleaned Rs. 26 to'Rs. 3o.

There la a large demand fer the, article in, Australia, where It
la aied le the. manufacture cf pillows and cusbians il ha aise
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