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The Old Mam'selle's Secret.
CHAPTEII XXVIII.--<CDM'tIxvu.

The trangon bora tho naine of the
anooston vho liad loft X- se many
years age. This usne, vbicb seaured
airrost antediltrvisu, vaa dipisyed
witb ruuch aristocratie ostentation
aon tire itldecard. %Vo lika te exirumie
ariciant appellations frein tho dueL and
rubbisb cf by.gono e ntu ries; tboy in-
voluntanily summna up beoeneOur ejos
visions of Lknîgbtiy figures in clanking
araror, aud boteken aristocratic blood,
thengb tbey suit oddiy enougb cur
madorne race of pygniios ciad in biack
dress cote. This bnancb af tho
Ilirachaprunge avidontly sut a bigber
value on iLs noble ancestr-it ua ai
meust certain tbat tbejugglen'sr daughten
could net clajur kinghip witbeut ru-
buke. Eveny drap of blood in Folici-
ta's veines sectbed wiidly at the thougbt
cf a repuise ; she closod ber lips more
firmly, as if te ropress any baty vend
that migbt escapo tbarn in ber excita-
ment. YeL abc conid net cortrol hen
ardent desira to sec the mat), and 8e
wus tehbava an oppotnnity.

Soen a! tan the stranger's larival, the
young lawyen had sent for the pro-
fesser, and the interview betweon the
threo gentlemen lasted more than tbnee
heurs. Duning this time cf auxieus
expectation, Felicitas often hoard hanr
laver pacing te and fro averbead witb
a calte. measuned tnead. She saw in
imagination tho man o!fscience passing
bis sionden, volt farmmehand aven bis3
beard, and quietly ooreeing the aristo-
cratic moeey and laneste efface the
àtain on the hcear cf hie naine.

Afiterward the young lawven ent te,
ask bis mther te hbava coflea madle, as
wbon thoy bail coeciuded their business
lae would bring bis gnest into bar
sittieg-reom. Felicitas attended ta
tira ratter, and vhila arranging the
ccffee-servica in the kitchen, abc beard
the gentlemen caming deve-stairs.
lien courage aIint deserted ber as
ebae uav the strauger, talking te the
professer, pwLs lowly tbrorîgb the hall.
Ha was extremely tati and veny sIen.
der, iei bearing and gestures evînced
the finisbed man cf the world, but aIse,
the thonongb aistocrat, perlactiy con-
scions of bis supeior position. Ho
cetaieiy conld not ha ber gnandfatber,
the face, witi itq delicately cbiseied
featurea, vas toc yaung for tbat. At
the moment a pleaant emile rested
v pou bis thixi lips as ho bouiLtevoard
the professer, but thre handsome, ciearty
cut profie, vîth is pale, sallow com
plexion, vas evidently mniea bituated
te express ialpenious commuand thîn
kindeess.

Faicita s eoothed bh mr vith
troanbing ingers and entered the
recan, into vbicb the coffea b.d already
been carried by tira servant. The
whole party vore standing in oneecf
tire deep windaw niches, and the girl's
noiseleseutrauce vas unnoticed. bhe
qurtly fillied the cup. and, placieg
one on a tnay, oféed iL vith a fov
courteons vende ta thoe trangr-he
turnod hnrrie-dly at. the souud cf ber
voice, but stagganed back as thong -
bail received a bow, vbile bis face
biunched te a death-iike palIer, and
bis 8tatled ojez vandered oera the
girlisi figura before bm.

"Met a!" ha gasd
"Meta van t-iràwheprung vas my

niothor," sire replied, je bier low, muni-
cal voice, witb apparent camposure,
tbeugb she placed thre sivar on tira
table because the cups began te ratle
percoptibly.

"Youn mothen? I did nt know
thît sire badleft a ciild," hae munmnred,
tryiug te control bis agitation.

Flicitas smiled scornully-par-t1y
no donbt at ber ave veakus, viicir.
epite cf ber finie reslutions, lied
betrayed ber jete corfeusing to this
man tire secret cf ber enigin. Thora
bad net been the fainteet shade of loe
or sorrovful sympatiry in iis tenes,
notiring savt, at-artled surprise, and

I be inatantly fait that abc bad cxpoBed
hersolf te a suries of humiliation.,
wbicb tahe muet now endure ini the
î>roence of the astoniehod group, who,
in itent atunzeuient, wu"e awaiting
the further development of tho strange
amono.

Meanwbile Baron von llirsolîeiprung'ii
surprise bad pamaed away, but only to
givo place to thimost paui alarbar
rassament. Ha covered bis cyes %vitb
bis band and said in a low, falteriug
voice:. IlAh, Yeu, it was in thie ver>'
littlo tewn of 'X- - that fate overtook
the unfortunate woman-a fate terri-
ble, indeed, yet juet."

It seorned as if, in uttering the last
wards, ho b.d regainod comploteanias-
tory over bimaoif. Drawing himsulf
up I-o bis fuil beight, ho said witlî the
welI bred caue of a thorough ruan cf
the world, addremsing the other mena
bers of the gronp: "lPardon mie, if a
momentary surpriae muade nme forget
the presenceofo otixers ! But I bad
snpposed a draina forrnerly enacted in
our family, ended and buried forever,
and suddenly found myBeîf confronted
bers with an afterpi'-ce 1 Then you are
a daugbter cf the juggler D'Orlowskal"
he added, turning te Folicitas, and
avidently trying ta infuse a trace 01
kindness into his tone.

1Yee,." she answered, curtly, fscing
hum with a bearing as haughty as bis
owu. At thir. moment the fanrily re-
soniblance batween the tva was very
8triking. Pnide vas the predominant
expreesion cf those noble features,
chougb it perbaps rested on a widely
different foundation.

Il"Your father thon ieft yen iin
X- -- after his wife's death I lau

have grown ulp hera 1" ho went on, un
mistakably irnpressed by the young
girl's sppearancE'.

~sYeu."'
The mau did uot bave a! ituli iwe

te provide for you-if ruy meinory
ser-. es nma, b died ci nervaus fever in
Flamburg eight or nine yeais ago."J

IThie je my fir8t information that
bu is no longer liviug," replied F'alici-
tas, trombiing, wbile the corners cf ber
mouth quivered and teare sprung te
ber buruing eyea. Yet, in spite cf the
ehock cf theski tidinga, she had a cer-
tain feeling of satidi-ctin-Frau lIeol
wig bad s0 of ton said that ber father
was wandering about thre vend, with-
out caring whst it cost other people
for his cbild'a dnpport.

-Ab. 1 regret exceadingly tbat 1
bave b,-en the persan te bring sncb sad
news !" cried Baron von Hirschsprung,
sbaking bis bond mournfully. - With
him, you have lest the only relative yen
had, afrer yonr motlic's death. There
wab a turne wben I invcstigàted this

ma'sarly lifo-ho was lefft atone in
the woend when very yaung. [t irr very
sorrowful, but you no longer posses
any kindred."

IlAnd niay vo ha panmitted te askc,
sir, in what relation the niother cf t.his
youe g girl etood te !/our family l' cried
the conncilor's vife. indignant at tbe
vitiles minner in wbrch loe excluded
Fulicitas froan the circleocf ber high-
bnre race

A faint flush flicktred over bis face.
l3owitching as is tbe blush on the
check of innocence, it is repulsive wherr
seen an the countanance cf an arrogant
man, who la evideetly stnrgglang te
determine vhether te conceai or ac-
knowledga somo bumiliating fact.

,,Sbe wus once my siser," ho anear-
cd, indiffArently, tbongh ho placad a
marked exaphas on the word Ilanc',."
III ietentionally avuidcd alituding te
this tic," ho vent an more firmly, after
a sornowbat, long pansp.'. because, as
miatters are, I &alal be forced te ruako
diacosures vhich may pouibly miake
me appear unfeeling. I must, impart
to tbis ycring lady certain circumstanc-
as relating te ber mothor, wbich per.
hapa migbt botter bc suppreuased. Fran
d'Orlowaka forevar ceased te bc a
member of the Von Iliracbmprung
family at the moment abc gave ber
band te the Pale. [n our famiiy re-

cerd thora is no mention of thebomie
cf the marn wbom thi. daugbter of the
bouse rnarriod. Wben &heo roaed our
tbresbold for the lest tinie, ruy father,
witb hie own band, orated ber naine
f rom tho bok-a deed inflnituly harder
te bis aristocratio nature thon if ho
b.d beon compolied te affix te iL the
cross that indicates dcath. Frein that
tirno the o nmeMot& von Iiicbaprung
b%3 bad ne existence for us; neither
friand nor servant bas ever venturod
te repent iL ; my oiidran do net know
that they aven b.d an atint-sho vau
disinheritod, cant o(1 dead te us long
befaro abc met witb se terrible an end."

Ha paused a moment. During thosc
disclosureu, ruade iu a mariner se crnsh-
ing, the councilor's vuie bad put ber
aarse around Ftlicitas and drawn ber,
with a itotber'i teedennema, te ber
ireant. And their etood tha professr ;
ho eaid netbing, but hie oyez restod
fondly an the pale face of the girl wbo
wau again mnade te sufer se kaonly fer
ber - idolirpd " iother. Thane was a
short, painful pase-a silence that
evideetly expresmed starrcondemnation.
Thre speaker çould net escape the un-
pression. Ha continued in an ungteady,
faltering voice.

l at me assure yau tbat 1 flnd it a
very painful task te ho forced te wound
you in tuis way--I appear, aven te
mysaîf, in auch an-an unchivairous
ligbt, but good heavees! bow can I
belp calling things by their true naineel
I ebould ba glad te do semethieg fur
Yeu. In what position do you stand
in tbia admirable housabald 1"

1,The position cf my dear daughter,"1
replied the councilor'a vife for Fali.
citas, leoking the speaker keenly in
the face.

"Thon yeu se'. that you bave ini-
deed a very happy lot!" heo ad te thre
youug girl, at the cmre tirne bowing
courtoousiy te his hosteau. ".Unfor-
tunataly 1 have not the power te cern-
peta with your noble protectrees. I
could not, in any case, cifer yen the
rigbts cf a danghter cf the hante ha
cause my parents ama botir living-in
thair ayes the fact that yen bear the
nae o~ f D'Orlowaka wold rinfortu-
nateiy prevent theïr ever admitting yen
into tbeir pre.a 'ice."3

L wn grandparents t"
cried the aId lady, indignaritly. "lCould
tboy know tuat tbey have a grand.
daugbtar, and yet die withont wseeing
ber 1 Yeu con neyer maire me halieve
itL-"

IlMy dear Frais Hofrathin," replied
the baron with an iey umule. Il the
indeltble conscioanesa cf aristocratie
birtb, the lofty sense cf the unnullied
bonor cf aur race, are traite cf the
Hir-acsprung famuly vbicb 1 alio share
-love holdas aRecndMr place in our
boarts. I perfectly understand my
parants' opinions, and saold pursue
preciasly the samns course, were ane cf
my daugters to so far farget herselV.

IlWell, the men of yonr famiiy may
hold sucb views, porliapa," replied the
aId lady penitently, Ilbut thre grand-
moter-surely ahe muet hava a heart
cf flut if ahe can bac f tins child
aud not-"

"4Sho i. the toast forgiving cfu
aIl." ho interrupted witb calte con-
viction. "My mother numbersa arng
ber relatives meimbera ofcfomoruf the
oldeat families in the lmnd, and guarda
tie honer cf ber race as few vomen
would ba've tho strongtb te do. But
yen are entirely at liberty. my dear
madame," ho nadded, with a aligbt
toucb cf irony in bie tons, "lte make a
trial in beb.!! of ycur protogee. Se
fern frein opposing yen, I assure yen
that I will aid yen as much àa; pos-
sible."

IIOh, do not gay another word, 1
implore yen 1" cried Felicitat, in an
agony cf pain, aushee released hbersai!
froer anfriond's embrace, and lasped
ber band beceechingly 94Be assnrtd,
&i," sabe oontinued, c&, nly, after a
moment'. pause, tbough ber lipoquiver.
ed, Ilthat it vili neyer oeur te me te
clalar any rights once xry motWr'-

&he eut tiierual Oside for the sakeocf
ber love, and aftor wbat yen tLave jîret
asid, she can aniy bave gaîned by tba
exebange. I bava grown up in the
belle! that 1 staod alane in the world,
s0 I new say 1 ' bave ne grand.
parents.'"*

IlThot sounde barsh and bitter 1" lie
replied, soniowbat embarras-ed. "lYeL,"
ha addeid, wUth a ahrag cf NÉE e ho ulders.
in the present condition of affaire, I rai
coarrpelled te lut yen retain yenr beliuf.
But I viii do aIt that laya in nmy powe'r.
1 bave ne doubt that 1 can i iduce rny
father te ruako you a lçtrge ycarly
allowarice."

i thank y ou 1" abh artily replied.
"But I bavaejPet told yen that I bave

ne grandpareu, crin yen expect nie
te recoive aIme f reom trang.-ra 1"

Ho "gain blushed, but une iL was
thn deap flusb of ebamo wbicb, perhrape
for the firat tiuon in bis lifo, filied
the aristocnrtie nobleian. Evidontiy
greatly corifueed, ho took his bat-no
oe detaintid hum. Turning ta tire
young lavyer, bu alluded, alirnet in a
whieper, te a few points cannected
with the business tber liad jmet dis-
cuseod ; thon, as if moved by a eudden
impulse, held out bie baud te Filicitaa,.
but latting bath bands tali slowly hy
ber aides, the yonng girl counteaied te
hum formally and prefeundly. IL wag
a aharp retaliatien for the jnrgglar's
daughtar te infiiet upon thu halagbty
Baron von Hirrrcbeprung 1 Ha dnew
baok in confusion, and, berof t for tha
moment of a&H aistocratic dignity,
bowcd te the others with a. ehrug cf
bis ebeuldersaed accempanied by the
young lawyen, left the rooni.

AB the door lobed bebind bur,
Felicitas, witb an sgitated geetriur,
snddeely covered bier face with ber
bands.

IFay !1" cied tha professer, holding
eut bis arme. She looked up and-
fiod te their protection. Olaspirng ber
arme around bis ueck, sha bid bier face
on bis breast. The wiid ycun h ird
eubaitted forover; it did nlot uake the
laast attempt te fly. Hew eweet it
vas Co rest vfthin t-haebelter oetbtrose
string arma, after the weary lanely
flight througb vied8and sudrepots

At tihis moment the coueciior's wife
madle a aigru te ber smiiing bueband,
and bath noiaalessly loft the i-oin.

"lJohn, I viii t' cried the yonng
girl, raieiug ber long lashes, cen-wich
toar of filial grief were still tremblinrg.

"4At lest V" ho answoi-ed, clasping bis
arma atili more closely around the
alender fonni thoeo eds bad madeahits
own. What passion, vhat tenda'reeas
glewed in thre aterri gray eyes that
gazed clown at thoe mrling, uptnrned

"I h.1 ava vaited heur after heur fer
thosevwordeof happineag." ho coetinucd.
IlThank Gad, they have been spoken
by tire impulse cf yonr owe heart.
Ese I sirould have been fonced te pload
fer theru again this eveuieg, aud I
daubt vbotiaer tbey vould bave aeuuded
au sweetly in niy eara as nov. Wîcked
Féay, muet I pasu tbrough sncb bitter
3xperionces oea ju couid reselvu te
make me happy r' q

IlNo," abe replied. releasing berself
froni bis clasp. IlIt vas nat the
though, of the chauge in your circuan-
stances that conquered me; it vas in
tire maoment that yon se firnly and
ounsistently rafueed te give me back

the book tbat antira confidence ienjais
finL teck possession cf me-"ý

IlAnd a fow minutes af ton, when tho
secret vas revealed te me." ho inter.
rnpted, &gain dnawing ber into bis ecm-
brace, "lI penceived that, apite cf al
jour irarabnees, defiauce, and pride,
yen cherisbcd je jour heart a vomotn'e
true, joy.bestowing love for me. Yen
vanld have sacrificed yenrself, rather
tian lot rma suifer thea pain cf a son-
sowfnl oxperienco. Wo have bath
been trainod in a bard school, and-do
net deceive jourself, F4%y, cnucerfling
the u aa tili before yen?1 I have Iost
my mot.her, my faith in human nature


