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both addressed tho Convontion ably and earnestly. The last
gpeaker was Mrs. Clara Noymun, of tho Society of Humanity,
Now York. Thozo in chiurge of the programme cortainly followed
tho oxample of Christ at tho Marriage Feast by resorving the best
to tho last. Mrs. Noyman, though a orman, spoaks English flu-
ently, and her appearance, addvess, and purity of Janguage are
rarely oxcolled. Wo aro informed that she intends ontering the
lecture fiel' s a Freathought spesker, and we predict that she
will net lack profitablo engagements.  She has but to be heard to
bo approciated. We wonld give our readers an abatract of Lex
paper but prefer to publish it in full in our next issue. Altogether
wo cawo away from Rochester pleased with our visit.

Wo cannot agreo with our friend Mr. Evans when he says—as
he docs in his article on superstition and cupidity—** that the world
should feol grateful that scientists and philosophers can pursue
their studics of naturo without fear of priestly fanaticism or mob
ignorance,” and again when he says that ¢ thinking men and
women can now safely pursus their study of the natural lawsof
tho univorge with no heavier penalty than vhe withdrawal of favors
by the fanatic.” Should we feel grateful that Mrs. Annie
Besant and Charles Bradlaugh are now under scntence in Eng-

land for studying the laws of pro-creation and endeavoring to im- ;

part knowledge on that subject to the world3 Should wo feel grate.
ful that tho stripes on the back of that ** honeat man and good phy-
sician,” L. J. Russoll, of Bell County, Texas, were iuflicted by a
Christian mob? Should we feol gratoful that D. M. Bennett, of
New York, is under indictment for blusphemy through & minion
of the Young Men's Christian Association, Anthony Comstock 1
We confess wo are unable toseo anything to be gratefal for
unless it bo that Christians can now onlv legally fine and imprison
for what they onco could and did punish with death; but what
Christians could formerly do by law they now do, as in the case of
Dr. Russel, without law, but nevertheless with iwpunity. Until
every law which forbids mon to think and speak freely upon all
scientific and religious subjects is swept from our stututes, the

freedom of which Englishmen and Americans are so wont to boast,
18 as mythical as aro the stories of the Jews,

B. F. Underwood, Esq., who ig 20 well and favorably known by
Canadians, will be in attendence at the Convention to bo held in
Albers Hall, Toronto, January 22 and 23, 1878, and will lecture
on tho evenings of above dutes, and on the ovening of the Sunday
provious. After the Convention he will be open to engagements
in any part of Canada, and we hope our friends will avail them-
selves of the opportunity to securo his sorvices. Communications
may be addressed to him at this office in our care.

We aro pleased to be able to announce to our readers that two
well known writers and thinkers—XMra. Elmina D. Slonker of
Virginia, and William Emmetto Coleman of Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas—have conscated to becomo contributors to this JourNaL.

Wo have a goodly number of communications which wo aro.
compeolled to hold over for a future nnmber.

B. F. Underwood lecturés &3 Novada, Ohio, November 26, 27,
and 28. And at Rivertos, I1., December 1st and 2nd,

SUPERSTITION AND OUPIDITY.

—

Superstition is an ignovant dread of somo unscen influence
which tukes form in the mind of man in accordance with the edu-
cation, or want of edueation, by which his infancy has beon sur
rounded. In tho absence of a true knowledge of natural forces,
man's renson i8 obliterated in a belief in ghosts, hobgollins,
faizies and other supornataral excreseences that frighten his unbal-
anced mind. Theso mako him the victim of increasing apprehen-
sion of tho visit in his earthly affairs of soino spirit of good or
demon of ovil, but chiofly the lutter. He strives to cajole the ono
by adulation, whilst by torm or fuith he hopes to cheat tho other.
Cupidity is also a leading principlo in primitive man, and is
always wedded to the most unserupulous in civilized nature; and
this fuculty making an early discovery of tho superstitions sus-
coptibility of buman ignorance made it the stepping stone to
priestly power and personal aggrandisment. Not only cana princo
comwnnder lead an army of ignorant funatics against the hves of
nations, but the priestly fow cun alway, command the raspect of
tho funatical many mercly by the enchaatment surrounding a reli.
gious mysticism. But & fow years since, the superstitious dread
of a greased cartridge in India enabled tho princes and priesthood
of Delhi to sacrifico thousands of lives in the abortive attemapt to
recapturo thew lost power in the superstitious East, and millions
of lives havo been sacrificed upon the sama altar of blind supersti-
tion, led by insinuating cupidity. Perhaps in tho East we have
the purest fanaticism in the world, but whorever we look, whether
into ancient or modere: history, the same aspect meets our viow.
Christian slaugbtered Saracen, receiving in turn the contempt with
which the Moslem always looks upon the huted Giour, and
amongst Christians themselves they nnt only extracted the teeth
of their clder brother the Jew, but they made endless raids upon
each other, just us tho pricsthood of each contending scet chose
to * ot slip tho dogs of war.” But a short distanco in tho vista of
tie in the past, brings vs to tho days of th. burning of witches,
hanging of heretics, wheo', rack, and thumbscrew. Even in the
present day how often we meet that seif-complaisant but ignorant
fauatic, who belioves he has (what ho vulgarly calls) got religion ;
wurk tho silent contempt with which ho views his more ntelligent
neighbour, whoso enlightened enguity bus emancipated him from
tho withering thraldom of ignorant fanaticism. Tho tecling of the
fanatic always is, that he is the recipient of special favours of the
Holy Ghost, or that the God that, if anything, must bo to the
commonest understanding Omuipotent, Omuiscient and all per-
vading in mercy and justice has filled him with a heavenly essence
not obtained by his fellow man. How littlo the world dreams of
the vast debt of gratitude it owes to tho leaders of Freethought
and full enquiry in all ages; to tho host of martyrs to philo-
sophical reasoning, and scientific research, thut have given thmf
great lives, not for money, but for pure love of tho race. Should
the world not feol grateful that tho present ago is so truitful of
gcientific and philosophic minds, and that Darwin, Tyndall,
Huxley, Spencer, Mill and others, could pursue their studies of na-
turo without fear of priestly fanaticism or mop ignorance. Think-
ing men and women can now safely pursua their study of the
natural luws of tho universe with no heavier penalty than the
withdrawal of favours by the funatic, whoss deluded mind should
only excite thoir pity, whuso insane claim to the receipt of a
ghostly gift should bestir the better informed to increased efforts
to instruct tho bigoted and to unburden tho fanatical.

J. ICK EVANS.

Men say their pinnacles point to heaven. Why, go does every
troo that buds, and overy bird that rises as it sings. Men say
their aisles aro good for worship. Why, so in overy mountain
glen and rough sea-shore. But this they have of distinct and in-
disputablo glory,—that their mighty walls were nover raised, and
nover shall be, but by men who love and aid each other in #heir
weakn s, —Huskith



