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botb addresad tho Convention ably ndi oarnestly. The lust
spea4ker waa 2«Irs. Clarm Noyman, af tho SoeietY af llumnity,
No% Yark. Thoso inzharge eÇ the programme cortainly followed
the exam pie af Christ at tho Marriagr Foet by reserving thre bhat
to tho lust. Mrs. Nayman, though a %Jûrm an, spoaka English Ru-
ently, and lber apî>earance, address, and purity of Nuguage are
rarcly excellait. WVo arm informait thrnt alie intends entoring the
lecture fiel. .ad a Freothougit speaker, ani va prediet that aho
will net lock profitable engagements. Sho has but te bu Iboard te
be apprecinted. Wu woiild giveoaur readera an abstract of ber
paper but prQfer ta publisb it ini full in our next issue. Altoather
wo catue away frei Rochester pioased with auir visit.

Wo cannot agree with our friand Mr. Evans when ho aays-na
ho dace in lus article on superstition and cupidity-tc that tun worid
ahotild feel grateftil that scientista and philosophera can pursue
their studios ofnnature without fear af priestly fanaticisas or mob
ignorane,~" ana again wben he says that Iltsinhing mena and
woniîn ean now safely puitue theïr study of the naturni lavra of
tise ursiverse with no heavior penalty than tte withdrawal of favors
by the fanatic." Sîsould we feel grateful that Isrs. Annie
Besant anti Chsarles Bradlaugli are now under sentence in Eng-
land for studying tho laws of pro-eation and endeavoring te is-
part knowiedge on that subject te tise vioridi %honla we feel grate -
fui that the atripes on the bac:k of that "1honoat man and good pby-
sician," L J. Russell, af Bell County, Texas, wcro inflicted by a
Chris tian snob? Si'ould we fei grateful that D. M. Bennett, of
IUew York, ia under indictient for biaspberny through a minion
of the 'Yoang U~eda Chrisian Asaeciat.ion, Anthony Conistock 1
We confess ire are unabie te sco anything ta be gratcfil for
unless it bo that Christimns can now onI- Iegaiiy fine and imprison
for what they once coula and did puniali with death; but wvhat
Cluristians could formerly do by iaw they now do, as iii the case of
Dr. Russel, %vithout law, but nevertiseless with ixnpunity. Until
cvery law wlsich forbids mon te think and spealc freeiy uion sdi
scientiflo and religious subject8 la swcpt frons aur statutes, the
freedons of which Eikglislimen aud Amoricans are s0 wout te bouat,
la s as ythicai, as are tihe atonies a thse Jewe.

B. F. Undorwood, Esq., who is se vll and-favorably known by
Canadians, will be ini attondence at tIse Convention te bo held in
Albert Hall, Toronto, Januaty 22 ansd 23, 1878, and wili lecture
on thse eveninga af above dates, and on the ovening of tho Sunday
provious. &fter thse Convention ho will be open te engagenients
in any part of Canada, and we hope our friendls will avait thom-
selves of the appartssnity ta sccuro his services. Communications
sony bo addresbcd ta hlm et this office in aur cana.

'%Va are pleased ta e sale te anniounca ta aur rendors tbat two
irai! known writers and thinkers-Ma. Elasina D. Slonkor ai
Virginin, and William Emmetto Coleman of Fort Leavenwottb,
IÇansas-hbare consezted te hecome cantributors te tliis JouaS'AL.

W.o haye a goodly nuinher oi communication which we ara.
cornpolle ta ]sold aven for a future nnmbar.

B3. F. lJnderwa lectures CL Noyade, Ohio, November 26, 27,
and 28. And at Rivertor., 111., Deceniber Ist and 2nd.

suirEUSTITIOX A"D OUPfl>ITY.

Superstition. ie an ignorant dread ai saine unisen influence
%Yhich takos farru in tise miud of inan in eccordisuce with tise edu-
cation, or want of odtication, by wluich bis infancy lies licou sur-
reundcd. In tise absence af a true knowledgeofa natural forces,
msar.'a rensa is obliteratod in, a bolicfinl ghosta, hobg ot-liii8,
fsiiries sud othor supernaturni excrescenccs thlît frigiten bis utibal-
anced mind. ibeso mae ii thse ',ictiui of incrcaziig apprehon-
sian of tho viil. in lis etirthiy affairs af seine spirit cf good or
demais of ovil, but clsiefly tisa ittter. Ho strivcaB te cajole tise ane
by adulation, wiist b3 form or faiti lie [topes ta ciment tise aLler.
Cupidity ta also a leading princifflo in primnitive mani, sud la
aiîvaya wvedded te tise inoab unscrupulous in civiiized nature; anmd
tuis fuculty nssking an early discavory ai the superstitions sus-
ceptibility of hunsan ignorance inade it thesa teppingr atone te
priestly power and personai aggrandiamont. 1\otanlycon al)rince
cansinander iead an arry ai ignorant fanatica agaixst the lives of
nations, but thse priestly fow cari aiwayi, conmmand the ruspect, ai
tho fainaticnt mssny merely by thse cncbssntsent surrounding a rai.
gtoufs usysticisu. But a few years since, thse sulberstitiaus dread
of a grased eartridge in India enasbled the princes and liricstliood
ai Delhi to sacrifice thousands ai lives in thse abortive attempt te
rectipturo thaîr lost povar in tise superstitions Est, sud millions
of lives bave beeu sacrifice! supis the samq altar ai blind supaîsti-
Lion, ledt by insinuating cupidity. Persas lu tise Est Nve have
tIse purest fsnsstieism in tho wvorld, but svhoraver we look, wlsathor
into ancient or mnoden isttory, tise saine aspect mclii aur viewv.
Christian sasughtered Saracen, receivirug in turn tise coutenipt %vitb
whicm tise ?osleni always looks supon tise hastrd Giotir, asnd
amoxugat Christiana theins;ives thoy rnt only extruscttd tise toetis
of tiseir eider brother t.he Jew, but tly miado endica raids upoit
cach allier, juat as the priesthood af encis contexidisîg seot chose
ta "llot slip Lthe dogs ai Way." But a short distanco ia tIse Vista of
titue in the past, brinsig us te thse days of th,. bursssng af witeimcs,
bianging ai iereties, wlice', rack, anmd thuusibscrow. Eveii in the
present iiay lsov aften ire meet that self-complaisant but ignorant
fassstic, wio believes hc lias <ibat lie viilgsrly calia> -ot religion;
mark tise silesît centemlt %vitls whiicî ho views Lis suao intelligent
zuigIshasir, wi'lso5 eliliglitenetd enqiriy bits ernnuscipatcd Iiuum fron
tise Nvithsoning tlsraldoin of ig-norant fruaaticis. Tise feeling ai tise
fassatie airisys la, tîsat ie i tise reciluient ai speciîd favours ai thse
Holy Gist, or tbat thse (lad tisat, il auiytisg, must bo te tise
commoneat suuderstanding Omnipotent, Oinniticient and ait per-
vading in mcercy and justice lias filcd Lins sith a bessvenly essence
nlot abteirscd by bis follor muan. Iloir lttle tise warid dreamus ai
thse vast debt ai gratitude it aires te tise leaders ai Freethouglht
and fsul euquiry in ail ages; ta thse hast of nisartyrs te philo-.
sophicai reasoning, anmd scientifla rosarcîs, that hava given Lisoir
great lives, not for xnoncy, but for pmure love ai tise race. Slsotld
tise Nvorid not féal gratcful tisat tise present ago is s0 trsuitftil ai
scientifle and philosophie usinda, aad that Dirviii, Tyndall,
Etnxioy, Spencer, Xiii and ablers, coulad pursue their studios ai na-
ture withouit fcar af priestiy faznticisin or mob ignorance. Tlsinic-
in'g men and wirasien a uaw sssfely purisuci thoir studY of tise
naturni lairs ai tisa universa with niu heavier peonalty thon the
withilrawsl af flavaurs by tise fana$.ic, whss deludcd inid absoula
only excite thoir pitv, whuse insane cle.im ta thse recoipt of a
ghostiy gift ahould bestir tise botter iniormed to isscreaed efforts
ta instruct, tire bigoted and te usiburclen tise fausaticai.

J. 1CR EVANS.

Mon say their pinnacles point te heaven WhY, 8e dees eveny
troe that Isuds, an(i ovcry bird that riscs; as it sings. 3Mon Bay
thair nlies are goa for worssllip. Wby, s0 in oery masmntain
glen aud rougi wa-ahane. But thsis tisey bave af distinct and in-
dispuhablgoj.i.tbat thoir snighty iralis ivaro nover raiseti, ana
nover ahal ho, but by mon irbo love and nid etici ethar in *haïr


