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summer’s morning, when the thought popped
into his head that it would be nice to g0 a lit-
tle out of his way to look at some men work-
ing in a field. . '

William’s conscience tried to drive the
naughty little thought out of his head by say-
ing, “Ne, no, you ovught not to stop. You
ought to go straight to school,”

‘But the naughty thought was as nimble as g
flea, and it kept leaping about William's brain
until it finally hopped right down into his )
heart. It was Willie's master then, and it
made him turn aside from the road and walk -
into the field. Thesc were jfirst steps in a
wrong direction, o

“Pooh! That wasn't doing anything very
bad,” you say. Wasn't it? Wasn't it an act
of disobedience to his mother, who had just said
to him, “ Go straight to school, Willic 2” And
wasn't disobedience to hismother a sin against
God? Don't tell me it wasn’t doing anything
very bad. Shame on you! Moreover, it was
a first step. Mark what came of it | ‘

William ran into the field and watched the
men. In a little while he began to gather the
wild flowers whith grew around. Then the
naughty thought roused itself and swelled
larger, and said, “ This is better than being
shut up in the hot school-house.” “So it is
shouted William, “and I wont go this morn-
ing, whip me if I do.” Wasn’t it much to take
those first steps?  You see how they led Will-
fam to the second step—to playing truant.
Wasn't that muceh ?

But that was not all. A sudden but heaivy
shower came and wet the boy to the skin.
“8erved him right 1™ you say. No doubt it
did. But it put-him into a dilemma. He
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For the Sunday-School Advocate, ; things they are? You know Tox BraxLEY, don’t { teacher called to learn the cause of his two days’
, you? You call him “ bandy legs ” because his legs | absence. That brought the ugly story of his
First Steps. are bent out like bows. Do you know why they { truancy to. light, and also brought him a sound
; are bent in that manner? It is because he was ! floggi g from his father’s hands. William’s first .

BY FRANCIS FORRESTER, ESQ. made to take his first steps too early. His mother steiglfvere getting to be costly, weren't they? But
BaBY is learning to walk. Brother Tix is say- | was in a hurry to see him walk, and she put him on | worse things were yet to come, |
ing, “ Don’t be afraid, NELL:" and sister Cora adds, ¢ his fect too soon. He learned to walk very early, The next day he was quite sick.  His wetting had
“Come, Noll, Il catch you.” Thus encouraged, fat . but it was at the price of spoiling his legs for life. | given him a cold which now became a Theumatic
little Nell takes her first step. She is not quite | So you see that Tom’s first steps were costly ones ¢ fever. Then followed the doctor, boluses, pains,
certain she can keep on her feet, but she is trying, ; for him, aches, and groans for many days. At last the fever
and, on the whole, does pretty well—as well as you | First steps! You don't know WiLLIAM — 1 | left him, and he left bis bed; but he was partially

and I did, Master SPRUCE, when we took our ﬁrst; Of course you don’t: No matter. He took a first deaf, and had pains which trouble him even now
lesson in walking, so you needn’t laugl at her one | step one day which cost him much pain. He was { that he is an old man. Didnt his first steps cost
bit. about ten years old, and was considered quite a { him a pretty big price ?

First steps! Did you ever think what important | fair boy. He was going to school on a brightg Beware then, my children, of first steps! Don't
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