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European and A..norican constitution, Not
only is life shorter and health more uncor-
1ain, but they have less energy of body and
pind thau in their native climate. And
thoy can better perform the labour of qualify-
iog a nativo agency than they can cadure the
fatigue nndexposure of preaching to thenative

uladon in theonly places and circumstan-
«s in which they can have access to them.
It is impossible for missionanvies to pursue
their labours of itinerating nnd preaching in
the cottages, and hamlets, and villages over
alarge part of India, during much of the
wae in the bot months and in the rainy
«ason  But such arc the constitutious
and habits of the natives, that they could

rform such missionary labodrs, and yet
suffer little inconvenience or injury of health
from what has uften cost Europeans sick-
pess, sufferings and death.

The nature and numbor of the languages
of India furnish strong reasons for mis.
uonaries to prepare 4 native agency for their
vork. It has been said that missionaries
hase often fuiled in acyuiring sufficient
foowledge of the native lnuguages to use
them acceptably and intelligibly to the native
population.  But those who originated such
an opinion were mistaken, They were not
ompetent judges thomselves, and did not
uke the trouble to obtain the opinion of
those who were competent, A few European
pissionaries have found a useful, and, what
ypeared to them, an appropriate sphere of
Ishour in preaching to their countrymen and

ich science and literature in the mission
<winaries.  But I have known no Ameri-
mau missionary who hae uot acequired a
kiowledge of the native language of the
jeople around him, and then made it the
padpal medium of hi» labours.  Probably
ws Lutvpeans ov Americans acquive the
exact pronuuciation of the natives, just as
faw foreigners ever acyuire the exact pro-
tunciation of all the words and sounds in
the English language. Sowe of the native
loguazes are difficult to acquire, and in
zost of these languages the first missionarise
L to prepare grammars aud dictionaries,
Missivnaries now have wany and important
fulities for acquiring the languages of
India compared with what their predecessors

uy vernacular language, as cvery mission-
y should have, reguires considerable
tme and labour, and during all this time
e nusy be sapported from the funds of
the soerety with which he is connected.—
ow, 2 native missionary would not require
this time, labour and expense, and would yet
able to use his vernacular language in a
are forcible, effectual, and acceptable man-
1, more suited to persons of every degree
f capacity and measuro of intelligence, than

Sely to acquire,

565 of tho people for a native agency. lo

Tndo-Brituns in Buglish, or in teaching Eng-|

bl Still to acquire such knowledge of

merican or European missionaries are ever

Thero is yet another reason in the langu-

b of the large citics the population s
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fcompoeed of different classes, and theso
classes haveeachtheirown langusge. Menof
|business carly and easily acquire aknowledge
'of these different languages, and use them
'fluently as far as they have occasion.  But
‘the people of each class generally understand
«and use only their own hereditary language.
Now a missionary has seldow time to acquire
two or more languages 8o as to use them in.
t2152'bly and acceptably on religious subjects,
an * tor want of understanding them, be often
fecls that he cannot improve the best oppor-
nities and openings for usefulness. But a
native missionary would not experience this
difficulty, for such cducated men gencrally
understand all the lanuages used in the
places where they live, and can ofien appa-
rently use one as well as another.

Another important reason for a naiive
agency is its cheapness.  The expense of
one missinnary's going to India, and of his
support t.ere till he hasbecome gualified for
his work is ordinarily enough to educate se-
veral nativo missionaries. And then the ex-
penseofone American or European missionary
(including his fumily) when reduced to the
lowest rate consistent with a due regard to
health and usefulness are ordinarily enough
to support several native misssonaries. The
irath of this is well known to all who have
any experience of living in India, and it
correeponds to the systems of salaries and
allowances in use in all missionary societics
for their European and native agency.

I have often heard native missionaries
preach to their countrymen,and I have never
heard religious services in any place with
greater satisfaction. Their sermons and ex-
hortations were sound in doctrine, appropri-
ate in manner and fervent in spirit. No one
can hear them thus addressing their conntry-
men on tho sin, folly, and absurdity of poly-
the'sm and idolatry, describing the character
of Jehovah as displayed in his works and
revealed in his word, inculcating the duty
and obligation of all to love and serve him,
setting forth his love for mankind as mani-
fested in the way of salvation, and love of
Christ as exhibited in giving himself for an
atoning sacrifice, and now exalted to be a
Saviour, able, willing and waiting to save
ull that come unto éod through him, and
then urgiog them to forsake idolatry, turn to
the true God, flec from the wrath to come, and
lay bold on cternal life by looking to Jesus as
their Mediator and Saviour—no one can
hear these native missionaries thus addres-
sing their countrymen, without being forcibly
impressed with the great importance of a
oative ministry, and also with the importance
of using all the means which appear likely,
by the blessing of God, to secure such an
agency in every mission as soon as possible,
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MISCELLANEOUS.

A Summer Midnight in the Arctie
Regions.

] have before made meution of the remark-
able stillness which may be observed at mid-

night in these regions ; but not until now did it
coma on me with such force, and in such a
singularmanner. 1 cannotdescribe the mingled
sensations I esperienced of constant surprise
und amazement at the extraordinary occurence
then taking place in the waters I was gazing
upon, and of renewed hope, mellowed 1nto a
qnite holy and revential feeling of gratitude
towards that mighty Being who, 1n this solemn
silence reigned alike supreme, as in the busy
hour of noon when man 1s eager at lus taul, or
the custom of the civilized world gives to bus:-
ness active life and vigour,  Save the disiant
humming poise of the engine working on
board of the steamer towing us, there was no
sound to be heard to denote the existence of any
living thing or of any amimate matter. Yetthere
we were perceptibly, nay, rapidly ghding past
the land and flaes of ice, as tho’ a secret power
had been ¢ .« to work to earry us swillly away
from those vexatious, harassing and delaying
portions of vur voyage,in which we had already
experienced so much trouble and perplexity.
The leading vessels had passed all the parts
where any further difficulty might have been
apprehended, and this of course gave to us n
the rear a sense of perfect security fur the
present.  All hands, therefore, except the
middle watch on deck were helow in our res-
pective vessels ; and, as 1looked forward ahead
of us, and heheld the long line of masis and
rigging that rose up from each ship before me,
without any sail set or any apparent motion, to
propel such masses unward,and without a single
human voico to be heard around, it did seem
something wonderful and amazing ! And yet
1t was a noble sight: six vessels varying n
size, strength, and equpment, from the huge
hull of the powerful man-of war, to the hum-
ble and lowly private ketch , alike varying
their build and sailing qualities from the lofty
three-master to the single-sparred cutter, acting
as a tender to a schooner, but a size or two
larger,—square sails, and fore and aft sails,
and pinnaces and barges, whale-boats and light
boats ; with every new mvention mn the art of
steaming to a1d the one class, while late dis-
coveries and useful plans were brought into
ase in gutta percha aud wfilated skins, to the
Jatter class,—wete casting their long shadows
across the smooth surface of the passing floes
of ice as the sun, with mellowed lght and
gentler, but sull beauuful lustre, was soar-
ing through the polar sky, at the back of
Melville's Cape, alreadv on his way back to
begin the journey of another day, Yes, 1t was
a noble sight : it was a sight that gendered 10
the heart the lofiiest feelings , it made one
proud of anc’s self, and of every other man
that was connected witli the vision then
view. Ay, in troth, it was a noble sight
and well could I look upward to the streaming
pendant of my own dear counlry, that hung
listlessly from the mast-head of the ¢ Assist-
ance,’ and feel the highest satisfacuon 1n my
breast that I, too, was one of her children,
and could boast myself of being born n her
own free soil, under her own revered and
idolized flag. But even as I beheld that listless
symbol of my country’s name, pendant from
the lofty truck, my glance was directed higher ;
and as it caught the pale blue firmament of
heaven, still in this midnight hour, divested of
star or moon that shine by night, and brightened
by the sun, my heart breathed a prayer, that
o who dwelis far beyond the ken of mortal
eye, would deign to grant that theattempt now
making should not be made in vain, but that
those whom we are now on oui way to seek
1night be found and restored to their home and

sorrowing friends ;- and that until then, full



