
0F THE

CHURCU1 0F SCOTLANID

NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, ANI) ADJOINING PR)VNCS

VOL. XIV. JANUARY, 1868. o..

If Iforcet t.hee, 0 eortzan 1 lot my right hand forzet its cunni g."1-2.Pstta "?7, V.5.

.A.tuz Thnkaivig, 8tIh Nov. 1807.

«#S. ira the Kingdom of 00i.* if a man
,JIsuld cat st-,ed Into thse gr.&ud and shoutd
sIeep, and* rite nlgbt and, dit, aud the seed
skould spiift àu&«d-graw Up, h.e koah not
bev &o.' -Mark IV. -26. 27.;

The autin, l a'~ sesson favourtable to
tbooght. Wheanî-en are bùay in pursuit.* of
me. objeat they er. flot inclineti te think cf
amy other. Xvery nerve il then struvîg ta the
bMgheàt pitch. The seul il absorbeti to'the
exclusion cf every mattr flot bearing taponl

tbe point in puranit. The eVe il strttined upon
'01certain prospect and céati tee nought elle.But viten once the end la gained one cati
pause anal reflect upon, bis liait course, re.
Wli bis exertiong, reconnt- bis danger. anti
exalt-in bis succetts. So ina sumimer, ail are
busy "in improving thé tesson cf growtb.
Ai nature le active,-a'brights-un shinea:-a
warm rain falla,-a genial soil teeMs wilhl
*ital nower,-a loveiy dew distilit, aniJ man,
Jaborinig wbiie It fit the praper dîne, liait.
penes shaughit. Boit wbeà once nat'areceasts
las acaivity; contemplation* agaiua visits ahe
scene, endi site aloft, asserting bier native
&Wray.

Perbape aiseo the aspect cf surrounding nae-
toirt piotcices pensive Ïeflections. Etery.
vwhere we behold the spectacle cf detsy. Tht
beautiful ft3wers cf sunimer have bloometi
enti died. Their lovely crowns have disap.
peareti for ever. Their gem-ced beada no
longer noti tothe paising traveller., %or sheti

a -sweetnesm on bis path. ii f.a; hav@
exrchanged their robes of br: iogr.~rr the~
sober garmenta of yellaw and -t . . tail
tree wildly wsving hitsmre artina in -the
.breeze, proclaime its deparieid gloritîs andti he
desolations of the yeàr. The loafv boweia
that isheiter.d us in summer and çwiîiqpered'
sweet muaic ira nur eat4 , respoosive ta the
wmndering vinds of hietivuîî haie perished.
&Jî these aightot rerind ut of deatb. Thsy
preacha cf dissolution. Ali nature bucoôres-:a
solemai and sulent sermon. Every withet'ed
icaf bides us think talion ur cati. Lot usi
the-n yîid witlîout murmuir. to the invitation,
whîch bas brougin us together-art invitation
whicb ougbt to bu ie utaison witli our owit
feelings.

Mark in5 tbiis lo-iely littie parable (1) a
work of God in nature, (2) a wrork of God iii.
grace..

I.-A wc'rk of Gat in1 iature. A rnob
wonde.rfut abject ig a ainbile 116 ceed" ai cern-*
It is'a amali and insignificant ionking thing.
and vel. in iime it miglit grow ta fieltis and
provinces ot g-rain, and feeti the people o! a
continent. It han iint thet bardneâs of a
particie of granite, tior the whiteneli of a
piece cf marbie. nor the gleam of gold, 510?
the gliiuer otf silver, riar the iparkie of :he
cliamond, but ita intrinuic val'ue fit greàtir.
It ii usefule" not orneamental. Andi it is îastlv
more curicus and wýonderful than these. Cod
iii His dtep wisdom lias hidden life there. 'You
cainnût see it-yeu cannat feel it-you cain-
flot sameli it ; but it is there. The seed is nct
ta beauùrifu a*s màny other things, but it bias
wbat hiary brighter things have nnt-it has
lit.. L'ife liks in that Itte shel-that tiny


