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RIERE SY TRI ALS.

M-NDER this hend the Prot estan oef<it&rclLmoeni
~Qw' says:

"«De leresy, trials secure sonndness ini ime
faitm î Do they conserve truthi zWu question
IL, and are inelliied to believe that, by the prom.-
lin3ec they givo to the suppomec hiereties wud
the hîfinitely increased circulation or the elnex-
lous opinions, they multlply Lie evii opposeui.
Tliey used te burta ereties; but %vedoubb irsueli
hierole treatment deterred others froin holaimag
the hereticai opinions, &-.

The ftbove, witla variations, le of ten met and
mnds, plausible. but there are some poitt, of

%vhich LMis method of reasoning entirely fails te
take account, Viz:

1. Burning, and ail other kinds of pains and
penalties, for se calleci beresy, deniud te mua
libibty of opinion. he ai of the iaw took hold
%ud said,-recanit or die. Ail that the poor
victim wislmed wvas liberty te -%vorship God
mccording te bis conscience, but cruel intolerance
ýî;ould not givu that liberty.

2. The so-cmlled lieresy trials of to-day are
sinmpiy on Luis wvisu. A numuber of muxi, pro-
ressing te bulieve certain principlus and doctrines,
band tegether as a branch of tue Ciîurch, and
believiing the doctrines which they hold, te bu
for the good of mankind, they do what Lhey eau
te spread theni abroad.

lu course of Linme some onu ef these members
begins to tuacli whlat is thought te bu at v.triiamce
with the principles of that Chiurch. The other
mumibers ef It examinie jute bis teachings, and
say te him, tiiese are net the principies upon
whieh -%v baîîded together. You are welceme to
teaeh timein, but we believe tlhem te bu wreng.
and burtful instead of huiptul, te man, and wu,
de net wish you teteacli thum luourmiammie. Wc,
do net -wish, as inembers niaking up tixat Church,
tdbe responsible for them and for the evil we
belleve they will do. Tuach theni as wideiy as
Yeu like but do not infliet upenl us the pemm4ty Of
makring us responsîble as a churcli for what wve
believe te bu faise and harmful.

If hie will persist in deinr se, the enly thing
Lliuy caui do, if tlîuy -%visli te escape ail respenisi.
bility for lus teacliings, is te wvithdraNv zlicin-
suives frein him, and leave Min alune te teacli
Ébat bu may choose. There is ne interference
with his liberty ef opinion; ne itstraint upen
his liberty of tcachîng, Lhey dudline te lumîd themir
name te that tuaehing. Thuy give the., utinest
fruedem but dumnand f reedoui from respousiblity
for thtmselvus as well.

As te the question whether sueli "trials" de
net do more huaS thanl atherwise, by giving
widur publicity to erroi; if the se calied " hcrusy."
bu trutb, thure eau bu ne liarm dont~. In that
case thu more wvidely it je h.-raided the butter,
and Lime seoncu wmiii the Chureh have iLs r-yes
openud te the errer of its ways, or if it persist in

keeping thein elosed, It wiIl dvîndlo and decay,
wvîlIe outmile of it anotiier and grander -liurch,
holding différent principles wvill arise upon its
ruis.

If however the so-ealled 1'heresy " bu untrue,
tiien, Mhille for a tine it înay sceni te buenmade
more j>roinient, it wvillb lu ih end but to
nake the truth more prenihient ln its defent,
and !cave mon more iintelligently grounded ln
that truth.

Where truth and errer inet toguther. truth
mnust triuinph, and the inore %wideiy and pubhicly
they meut, the greater lai the cnd 18 time triumph
of the truth.

The thing mnost to b3 dreaded iu.ý the religions
life, %wlietlîer of iiidividuais or chiurchmes, is net
the publication of error but stagnation. The
ruiining streamt seon purifies itself, whvlie tha
stagnant pool breeds diseuse and duath.

PROF. CAMNPDELL'S CA4SE.
A&ND SOME NOTES ON RURcHl DiscipLINE

X Sabbath afterhoon, the twventy-sixth oi
'~February, 11ev. Prof. Campbell of the Pres-

byteriau V'ollage, Montreai, deliv'ered a lecturù
te time students of Qmîeen"s University, Kingston,
etitied, " The Perfect Blook or The Perfect
FaLlier."

The lecture was pubished. ilt was elaimed by
inany te bu gravely erroneous. The Presbytery
of Montreal toek it Up for consideration. They
appoimmted a comimittue to have a trieudly con-
ferE.miee wvith Prof. Camnpbell, ammd, rusuits net
bimg te their satisfaction, it was reselved to
proceed reguiarly by libel.

This document consisted of two "1counts,"1 or,
o.ections, as follows, viz., that in the said lecture
lie holds and teaches z-

1. A view of the inspiration of the HloIy Scrip.
tures, -%hieh impugns and discredfits them as the
suprenie and infailible source ef religious, truth,
anid-

2. A view of God whmch sets Eim forth as one
-%hlo doe net emite, cither in the way of punish-
nient or discipline, and wlio has nothing te do
n ~ith the punishing or j udging of the -,wickcd.

A4 copy of this libel was served upen Prof.
Campbell, and liu was cited te appear before the
Presbytery on the l2th Septeniber. On that and
the following day, the case wvas carefully con-
si«eèred. The Professor 'vas huard, and aftr
long and careful acliberation, the first count of
,.ie îibel xvas found proven bY a vote of tisenty-
one te thirteen, and the second by tw.enty.seven
to twu.

Prof. C4mppbeli thon appealed te the Synod of
Mouitreal and Ottawa, %vhich meets next May at
Carleton Place.
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