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I.

THE BIRDS 0F SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN.ý'

The folloving annotated list is the resuit of a few researches
during the last five years iii the southern part of the Saskatchewvan
Territory, mainly in the region between io5'0 and 3060 west longi-
tude, and 500 30' and 530 2o' north latitude. This small portion
of the "Irolling" prairie belongs chiefly to the partly wooded
prairie, its south-wvest corner however showving the vicirdty of the
open prairie country. In the middle of it runs the Birch Hill
range, with its three summits, the "Mbatinasse," the Birch Hill
and the Red Deer Hill, that cut the southi branches of the Sas-
katchewan.

Throughout the country are found a number of drainage
basins, marshes, ponds, and lakes of considerable size, of these
only one, the head wvaters of the Carrot River, is teeming with
fish. These waters are more or less alkaline and contain a
species of Amnblystoma. West of these hbis are found a great
number ot erratic boulders of the glacial period and a great num-
ber of dried up xivers, shoiving, there wvas ut one time an epoch of
greater humiciity. The commonest tree is the Aspen, Popidlus
tremu'ozdes, of which with Salix rostrata, the %"bluffs"i ur "iles "
throughout the country chiefly consist. With the exception of a
few snialI areas in the south, the coniferous forest begins north of
Prince Albert.

N.ATATORES-SwMi.%iNG BiR.DS.
Order PyGOPODEs.

i. Colymibis auri/us. This bird is here a common stimmer resident, breeding
in great numibers in ail the marshes and ponds of' the prairie., It
arrives about the middle of 'May and renlains rather'late in the autuffin.

2. C'olynzbis iligrioellis californicia. Sometinies met witai, but much rarer than
thc preceding.

3. Urin-a/or imiber. This splendid bird breeds on every large lake or pond,
prefcrring tiiose where fishi are plentiful. It arrives iii May and renlains
tii! laie in thle fidi, like the above mentioned species.
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