
been littie trouble even on the score of religion. The
boys, as a inatter of course, 1« weiitw~itlh their fthler," as
the phrase goes, while the girls were being brougit up
Catliolics. For Alice %vas free as air iii tle way of prac-
tising lier religion. George Barrington was one of the verv
large class of Protestants whio believe tîxat ail religions
are good, and that Cathiolies are about as good as auy
others, except iii the inatter of social position, iii which
tliey wvere certainly not iip to, the mark, and niever would
be, lie supposed-tlie trtie reason, after ail, why George
insisted on lus sonisý at least. being P'rotestants. For the
rest, hie opined, Catliolics wvere not haif so bad as tlîey
were represented, and Alit.e and lie had got along as well
as nîost niarried couple!:.

But George Barrington, being niiortal, died one day
quite unexpectedly j ust when the tide of luis affairs had
led hixn on to fortune and luis prospects were at tlueir
brightest. His faiiiily, therefore, were well provided for,
and his widow spared the torturing ans-ietv attendant on
straitened circuistances Mlien a certain position lias to
be kept up. His iniotlier and s: -rs, wlio lived in a town
several niiles distant, were imn.t kind to Alice and her
dhildreîu; ail the more so, probably, because they Nvanted
notluing frin thin. Sharingi the -%ido-w's grief for thc
dear dcparted one, their -onipanionsixip %vas inost con-
soling to lier and lier chuldreni, and it ivas withi real sor-
row sue saw% thin depart for thecir distant home aPtcr a
stay of several weeks. It is truc thcy were xuot of lier 'iwn
faith, very far froin it, and ail the comifort thev could -ive
was inerely lînan. They Nwere narrower iii their views
tua» the lamiented George liad been, and wvere, indeed,
wliat is called 'Iearniest Christians, "-leaders at prayei-
meeting and other religious gatluerings, teachers in Suu-
day-Scluool, aud paitifully strict ini flue nuatter of SabbatlV
observance. But tiuey Nwere soft spoken and synupathetie,

1'Vliat Camie ofjit.26 269


