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may have a variety of heavenly plants,
so that we can exchange with aur
nei.ghbor, blessing and being blessed,
and be a strengtli ta each aiMer. We
are ta a certain extent aur brotiher's
keeper We have an influence, let it
ever be tending ta the pure and true,
the high and holy, Let us be careful
nct ta mat the fair works of God, by
transmitting ta future generalions any
taint of passi-)n, or self-indulgence, or
uncanquered lust or evil tendency.
Farniers take great care in the rearing
of stock that no wveaknesses may be
prolonged. How much more careful
shouid the fathers and mothers be for
the childrerr that corne inta their
homes, that they may be well and
nobly born-inheritors of sounid minds
in sound bodies. Righit parentage is a
holy thing, in it lies the hope of the
worid. Chi'dren wiil tise up and cali
such "blessed'

And there is no doctrine, no scheme
of salvation we have ever heard of that
can compare la consummate this high
attainment with the doctrinc of love,
pure, unselfish love, "'even as I have
loved you',

0, these truths scattered ail through
the Bible! Haw comfotting thcy are!1
X7et just as mani was not made for the
Sabbath but the Sabbath for man, sa
mian was not made for the Bible, but
the Bible for man. They were written
and preserved that we may have the
testimony of many ta corroborate that
the still small voice spealrs individually
and inwardly ta us God is the teacher
of His people Himself ; sornetimes he
uses these outward instrumentalities ta
second the suter arnd mare direct testi-
Inonies ta the heart. This Divine Light
erlightens every mani that cometh ita
the world, and as he dwells in it will
bring hirr nearer and nearer the Divine
Eountain, whence it emanates.

If trusted, it will lead mens out of all
error and inta ail truth. It is the
earnest of my desire that you may seek
for this, and may lean upon His Divine
atm, and y u will find yourselves

borne alang by the mighty river af this,
love that graws ever stronger and
purer and richer in its flow.

THE PESSIMIST FIREFLY.

(Sam. '%Viltcer Foss, in the "'Goldi~ RZulc.")

A pcssiinlist firefly sat on a w~eed
In the clark of a iooniless niglit;

Witlî folde~d wvings droopecl over his breast
Ile nîoped andi lie inoaned foi- lighit.

''TlierL' k, îothing but îveeds on the eartlî,"
saici lie,

-'And there isn'L a star iii the sky
And the best I can do iii a world like this,

Is tc) sit, on this %Vcecl and die
Ves, ail dm1 I1 need
Is to sit on this weed,

j ust sit on tlis weecd and die.

"«There is niatglit but tliis iniiscrable svarnp
beieath,

Andc there isn't «t star overhiend."
'MIien be vour ow'» star ! then be your

0w»I star !"
An o1 îtiiniist firefly said.

"If you'll leap froi vour weed, and will
open your WvIngs,

Anci bravely fly afiar,
You ivill find J'on w~ill shine like a star

yourself,
You ivill be yourself a star;

And the thing you need
Is to leap froin youir %veed

And be yourself a star."

Tieil the pessiniiist firefly leaped frai» his
wveecl

And floated far and free;
And lie fouticd that lie sîxone like a star

h;nself,
Like a living star -%vas lie,

AndI the optimiist firefly followed and said:
"WlViy sit on a weel and groan ?

For the flrefly, friend, îvho uises his wings
Has plenty of fight of lus own;

He lias plenty of liglit
1'or the darkiest niglit,

H-e lias plenty of light of bis ownt."

Ve firefly souls witb your foldedt wings,
why sit with the wveeds in the niglit?

Lift up your îvizgs and illumine the dark
WVitlî your own self-luininant light.

For darkness cornes wvitlî the folded wings
And slîrouds the starless land;

But there's liglit eiiough for the darkest
way,

If you let your N'ings expand.
There is plenty of ight
For tlîe darkest niglît,

If you let your îvings expasîd.
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