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THE CONSIDERATION 0F THE
EIGHT- QUERY.

\Vhen miembers violate any of our
vital testimonie-s, or s0 act as to
niorally injure themselves, is due watch .
fu&ness observed 10 extend to tleieï
patient.and Christian care, for their
restoration to correct living and unity
of fellowvship in society ?"

'Ihere seems to be first of a 1 an
analysis necessary, or perhaps that is
,what is intenuied by these papers.
M'len do we as nienibers violate our
vital testimonies ? 1 arn aware that
there are various thoughts on this
subject, but there is another consider-
ation that we mnust take some cogniz-
ance of before we procted further.
We rnay ail agree that there is but one
great principle, and on this ail our
religious testimcicis are huilt. By
this vital lifegiving îîrinciple ail our
actions inust he direc ed if we be
niemrbers of Christ's chîurch, wvrîich
churcli is the only true onie. Tr-en,
if we each fully realiz-- the responsi-
bility that devolves on us hy our rnerxî-
Ihership in a Religious Society, anci by
this we wield a p wer over our coin-
panions, associates, espcially the
youth, we surely Nvould watch our
every word, act, and thoughit-for
tlhought is inother of action-before
we do niany thing that we now do, and
which detract froni the high position
of Our Socièty rnembership. I1f we
couid disabuse our minds of the idea,
held by sorne that wve are distinct,
separateiy acting human beings, flot
responsible in any way t0 each other,
w.- would have made a great s!ep
toward the betterment of ourselves
and our brother, arnd thus our joint
reiationship in religious feilowship.
I believe that every word and action is
of vital importance to us in every
station of life, but vastiy more when
we voluntariiy takce upon us the re-
sponsibiiity of a Religious Society meni-
bership ; though some wiil say they
did not voiuritariiy become members.
Granted this is true in one sense, then

would ask, why do we continue to
attend meeting after our majority, and
allowv our namie3 to be used in the busi-
ness intercsts of the organization ? Why.
do we flot voluntarily withdrawy? Thus
by rernaining we become responsible
to the Society, and to each other, and
it is of vital importance tliat we do
no violate any of the essentiai ruies
of the o-ganization wvhicli comport
with dignity, good order, and the holi,
soiemnity, that shi.uld ever charac-
terize the worshippers of God. Some
mnay ask us, in what %way can we
rnorally injure ourselves? We will
ail agree that in the use of profane
language, in the iaking of that which
does flot belong to us, to speak falsely,
to be drunken and licentious ; any or
ali of thern wiil rnorally injure us. But
thogre are certain (ihiat we may cal])
littie in onsistencies of conduor, whichi
wve console ourselves do iiot corne
under the ban of this query. Thus, if
we aie unjust, dishonest in word or
deed, go contrary to our conscience,
inconsistent with rectitude, ail these,
according to the prorer definitcîn,
bring us under condem'.- .ion of the
lav of truth and right. Hence we
sec the necessity of a better under-
standing of the law, and we wvill thtis
gain a higher plane; for the Christ life
reaches dowvn to every detail of our
existence. and if by this criterion we
are judged, and we labor to attain it ;
we are sure we ivili not rnorally injure
ourselves. But if from any cause we
faîl away froni the standard, ihen it is
that a due watchfulness should be
observed t reform the individual to
unity and fellowship. A due watch-
fuiness thius is brought about by the
spirit which loves our neighbor as
ourself, when we mourfi with a godly
sorrow the condition that makes it
necessary to have to extend a care.
But let us remeruber that this care is
flot conferred only by beirig an officer
of the Meeting Paui's exhortation to
Timothy is good for us even now, for,

Ithe end of the comrnandmnent is
charity, and of a pure heart, and of a
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