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such preservation, and sucli preservation lias iii faet been iîithcrto
,granted, baptisrn is thus a stan)ding, proof of thec Divine origin and
protection of flhc Chiristian religion. And this, in part, is the
conection which this visible ordinance lias witli tlic evidences af
christianity.

(7b bc continued.)

THE IMMORTALITY 0P TIIE SOTIL.

(lo cludcd.)

If we cast a glance about and reflct, w'c shial poecive thiat God
lias provided tlîat ail t'le natural anîd inhlerent desires of mnen may
be prudenît, and proper efl'ts on his p)art be gratified ta a reasona-
bic extexit. Ris dosire for food, bis desire for thec continuaîice of
his species, for thec accumulation of we.til, and Iiis aspirations of
ambition, cani ail ini a reasonable degrec bc realized. Is itf hen to
bo presumced thiat a bencvolent Creator hQs irnbued the, liuman lieart
wvitlî an anxious, 2.cstlcss "lIongilig after imrnmortality," with a design',
a predetera-nination ta prevent the realization. of those ardent wislîcs,
and to disappoint and blast those fond heart-clicering hopes ? If
such is tlic case wc arc indced of ail beiîîgs the most nîiserable.
But, thanks be to God, it is not; so, for flot onily doos our experionce,
sa far as it goes, contradiot this ; and tlic cliaracter of the Suprenie
Bcing as dcvelopcd in tlic order of bis govcrnmcnt of the universo,
ivhiehi is a pledgc that it cannot bco Sa; 'but thaiks bc to God which
giveth us tlic victory, througlx our Lord Jesus Christ, -%v1îo sta,,,mped
his trath with tlic seal af bis resurrection.

It eau nat ho, says a modern -vriter, fliat carth is man's only
abiding place. It can flot; hc tlat our life is a, bîîbble, cast up by
tlic occaii of etcrnit, to float a mioment upan its -%aves azîd then
sink into nothing. Else why is it that thec higb and holy aspira-
tions, wvikh leap like angeis froin the temple of aur licarts, are
forever wanderiîîg about unsatisfled ? WThy is it w-e az1k that the
rainbow and thie clond corne over us wvithi a beauty ilbat is Dot of
earth, and thoen pass off and leave us Io musc upan their faded love-
liness. Why is it that tlic stars whili hîold tlieir sentinels around
the midighIt throne arc set above tlic grasp of our limiitcd faculties,
fareveri mockin,. us wvith tlîcir iuapp)roacliable glary? .tuîdi hy is
it tliat briglit forins af lîuiaîî bcauty arc, oecrywhecrc pre.sented ta
view, and taken. froni us, lcavîng the thausaîîd strearns of aur affec-
tions ta flow back in u alpine torrent upon aur hearts ?
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