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CONTRIVANCES 08 ANTS.

© A geutleman of wnimpeachable veracity
gemarked to us the other day, that while m
tie istund of St. Croix, he nstituted seve-
tul experiments with veterence to ascertain-
ing the truth of what iie had been often told,
«f the ingenuity, nnl upparent reasoniags of
R the ant, of that beantiul islind.  Having
SMsiea eentipede, winel had been sent him
bya friend, he laid it on the window
steol within his apartment, whare, though
vot & viugle individual of that sischievons
race of vermiin hud been seen, to his great
gratification within the covre of a very
ew hours, one solitary ant suldenly
‘mede its appearance through a crevice
-in the easing, attracted probably by the
udevr fiom the body.  Shartly alter, hav-
»ing surveyed the premises, it disappear-
td, but speedily returned with « host of com-

wnions, to whom the discovery of a prize
‘lad unquestionably been comumunicated ; a
§ more careful survey of the magmtude of the
chject was evidently instituted.  The whole
company then disappeared sunultancously
through the crack ; but an anny was putin
requisition, for the third appearance wasa
nltitude. Having mounted the carcass,
examined minntely s exact position, and
satisfied themselves that it was actunlly
g bereft of life and that no danger would be
wicurred (row their premeditated operatians,
a sewand unleohed forsenes ot labors were
commenced, bearing sucha stukmganalopy
10-human réason, as mamfested i what is
commonly called cuntricance, that of there
k'isno intelligence init—why, the metaphysi-
cians have in reseryvationau unexplored field
of obseyvation.—Well, not Lemng able to
move the mussentire, they divided them-
sclves into platuons, and cut the body into
portions of about half an wch in length,
which wes effcetually and shilifully done,

the following night, and cach prcee trans-
ported to ther atadel, through some con-
fgugus aperture, of sufficiest diawmeter to
slluw the loads to pass. ¥ hen the ob-
server arose nt daylizht, every part had been
carried 2way but thehead, which was really
 moving off towards the lole, surrounded by
3 imwense concourse of adwmiring specta-
psors, probably on the qui vive, happy in the
delightful anticipation of future feasts and
tevellings. On farther scrutiny, he found
that the decapiiated head was mounted on
Ahte backs of about a “dozen bearers, who,
&:‘?a.ﬁoman phalanx with a testudo upon

wit ehoulders, were marching off in an or-
derly }x:xhl;ne;', ﬁoxganls the “same orifice
gerough which all the rest had disappeared.
Dr. Smith’s Scientific Tracts. £p

J between a fate howr in the asrernoon and |

PECULIARLTILS IN PLANTS,
(Coucluded.)

The cause of these movements in plants
has heewn useribey to the presence or shsence
of the sun’s rays,  Some motions are evi-
dently escited by hezt 3 but plants kept in
an etqual temperature 1a o ho-house, fail vot
to contract their leaves, of ty sleep, in the
sune manter as whea they ure cxposud to
the open air,

‘The American plant, the Venus’s Fly-
trap, affords another instance ol tapid vege-
table motion. s leaves ave jointed and
furnished with two yows of siong prickles.
The surfaces of the leaves secrete a sweet
ligmor, which allures the approach of flies.
When these parts are touched by the legs
of u fly, the two lobes of the leat mstantly
sise up, the rows of prichles loch themselves
fast together, aud syueeze the poor captive
to death, A straw ot pin will excite the
sime motion,

The transition from plants to animals is
allowed to be almost imperceptible: for the
animated Sca-uettle, fixed to the rocks,
that stretches out its numerous feelers to
receive its food, is but alittle way removed
from the plant fixed w the eaith, that pushes
its roots in the direction of water, or what-
everelsein its vicinity moy contribute toits
growth ; and the motions of some plants in
appenrance come very near to the punciple
in animals, which is expressed by the term
conscious feeling.  Yet, though we do not
understand them, we cannot believe that it
isany thingbutappearance. Sowme of these
motions in vegetable Lfe are mndeed te-
markalle, fora plunt, reared m 2 dark cel-
| far, it some light be aduutted, will bend to-
wards the light, or if made to grow ina
flower-pot with its head  downward, it will
turn its head upward, according to the na-
' tural position ofa plant,  1f u root be un-
I covered and not exposed to much heat, and
tawet sponge be placed near 1t, but i a di-
! rection oppusite to that in which the root is
procecding, in a shart time the root will turn
| towards the sponge. In this way the direc-
tion of roots may be vanied atpleasure.  All
plants make the strongest efturts, by mehn-
g, twining, and even twisting their stems
and branches, to excape fiom darkness and
shade, and to procure the mfluence of the
sun. 1Ifa vessel of water be placed within
sixinches of a growing eucumber, n twenty-
four hours the cucumber alters the direction
of itsbranches, aud never stops till st comes
into contact with the water.  When 2 pole
is placed at a considerable distance from an
unsupported vine, the branches of which are
proceedingin a contrary direction from that
of the pole, in ashort time it altersits course
and stops not till it clings round the pole.

But the same vine carefully avoids attach.
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cabbage.  [lence Pliny aud Cicero * re-
murk, that the vine utes the colewurtand
cubbage, a8 if'it possessed the faculty of per-
ception and the poswer of choosing.

4+ T'he vis ¢ hutes thecabbagoand all kinds of pote
hedse " —PraNy.

¢ The vine 1 sand to avoid the colewat and cab-
bage i planted near it, as i they were noxous and:
peatitential,’—Cicrno.

¢ Man is more distinguished by devotion than by
renson, a3 severnl brate ereatures discover sotie-
thing like veason, though thoy betray not any thing
that beara the least atlinity to devetion.”’—Appisox.

STORY OF AN BAST INDIAN BOY.
Some thirty years since, the captain of
an  Hast ladiaman  abtained an  intro-
duction to a Persian ludy of great personal
attractions, of whom he shortly after be-
came enamored.  She veturned his affec-
tions, and they mrried,  The lady being in
possession of great wealth, the husband re-
linguished his” profession, and took,_up his
perimauent abo}le at Lucknow.—Here he
resided with his wite fur upwurds of three
years in great domestic cowmfort, during
which period she bore him three childsen.
From this time the father was abseat until
the eldest boy wasabou. seven years of age,
when he brought hins to England in order
to obtain for him the advantages ofa Eu~
ropean education. It happened thatthe
father, {or some reason now only to besur-
mised, led his child to suppose that he was
not related to him, but merely 2 friend to
whose care he had been committed during
the voyage, Almost immediately upon
arrival in this country, the father suddenty
died without revealing to his charge the re-
lationship subsisting between them. As
the Loy bore the complexion ofhis native
clime, and the features of the race from
which he sprung on the maternal side, he
was looked upon as a half-caste by the re-
latives of the deccased, whohbad never been
informed of the father’s marriage; they there-
fore considered that they made a suitable
provision for him by binding him an appreny
ticeto a grocer, with whom he served his
time, and proved a faithful servant. When
the period of his apprenticeship was com~
pleted, the relationsof his late father gave
him a hundred pounds, and cast him upows
the wide world to seck his fortune, at the
same time discouraging any expectation of
future assistauce, glad to be thus easily freed
from the claims of one whom they decmedan.
incumbrance. ,
Without patron or friend, the deserfed
youth had little chance of establishing him-
self in his business by securing a respectable
conuection—a half-caste being. looked up-
on witha kind of conventicnal. prejudice,
which it is $0'be hoped the late act of Paz-

ing itselfto low vegetables mear it; as the,
¥

Jamentinfavor of this slighted racewill tend.



