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sel of God which has been made known
to them, and which they must not shun
to declare.  Nor is the maintenance of
these doctrines by individual miuisters
to super-ede the duty of their beinyg held
forth by the church. The Free Church,
as a churchoat present proclaims then
to the world,  She would cense to do so,
weie sie 10 g0 into this union on the
terms j ropused Ly the Pre<hyterian Sy-
noi $ aor these articles woand Lot teem a
part of the ereed of the united body :
and feeling that the omission of thean
would be a dereliction oi daty —that it
would be, on her part, a shunning to de-
clave the whole counsel ol Gud—she
feels her obligation to ook to her per-
feet rule, and, holding fast that which
she has, to 1y, ¢ Nevertheless, whereto
we hitve attained, let us walk by the
sape ruie. let us wind the same thing.”
Butitmay be asked, 11 there is sucha
determination to abide by all the ari-
cles of the Wesminster Confession of
Fanli, why was it not mede known at an

canier stage of the negotiations 7 The
Preshyteran Synod, in thear Reply, sy,

*We had been negosiating wita our
brethren respecting a union for a period
of five or six years, amd by making con-
cessions to which ve never would have
submuticd for any less important olject,
had apparently come to the very iverge
of an agreement.  No comtesied point
remained to be adjusted, but the name
10 be assumed by the united body. and
upon this neithee of us seemed w0 have
taken a stand.” M. Trotier also, in the
First of his Letiers aircady referr:d to,
in an insolence of tone winch may be ve-
ry characteristic of the man, hut which
is very unbecoming, especially in one

who professes to be a great advoce off

peace and unity, says © You knew every
thing abour us {ong ago that you now
know, except that we have borne with
you more than you might have anticipa-
ted; and why then did you mnintain a
negoiiation su long which you must have
foreseen you would b compellad to ter-
minae in some way or other at Iast, and
perchance not in the most creditable
manner.” A representation is thus given
to the public which would imply that,
while every thing hus been © straighttor-
ward and concilia ory” o the part of the
Presbyierian Synod, insineerity and don-
ble dealing must have characterized the
whale proceedings of the Free Church.
These proceedings, with the cxception
of the final step of terminating the nego-
tatian, had taken place before the wii.
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ter of these Remarks became a member
of the Free Synod here; but the official
documents in the case ave suflicient to
enable him to do justice ta the chavacter
of the Synod of which he has the honour
to be a member, and to shew that the
misunderstandings which have certainly
taken place in the course of these pro-
ceedings, have their proper explanation
in the disereditable and unaccountable
ignorance of the members of the Presby-
terran Synod, and  especially of Mre
Trotter, who seems to assume something
of the character of an oracle ameng
tirem,

On the 29th of Juue, 1819, the Com-
mitiee on Union laid betore the Free
Synod a Report which states ¢ That im-
mediately after the meeting of Synod last
yoar, the two Commiitees met, at New
Glas row, azud the basis of Cnion,previous-
Iy agreed 10 by bothSynods,was recorniz.
edasa Doctrinal Basis.  The Committee
then proceeded to discuss the subject of
external relations, and found that the
Comuittee ot the Presbyterian Church
made no distinetion beineen the present
Lsiablishiment and the Free Churel,
wiich, in the mind of this Commitree,
precluded a Union with them while hold-
tre such views.  The only other puint
which came under the cons.deration of
the Commitice, was the designation of
the upited body, and on this no agree-
ment was come to.” This shews that
tae negotivtions had not advaneed quite
so far as the brethren. in their Reply,
seem o have supposad.  But what is the
Basxis of Unisa tiat had been ag-eed to?
It is printed in the Minutes off 8ynod
1846 and the Third Anticle, which is
all that requires at present to be consi-
dered, isas tollows :

« 111 That the Standard of the Uni-
tedd Chureh soail be the Westminster
Confession of Faith, with the Catechisms
Larger and Shorter ;—the following ex-
plavations being subjuined. in reference
10 the statement in the Confossion re-
aarding the power of the ¢ivil magisirate
cirea sacra, as innited by the act of the
General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, 27th of August, 1647, and ex-
cepted 10 by the Presbyterian Church
of Nova Scotia.

«1st That the United Body disclaim,
as unscriptural, all right oa the part of
the Civil Magistrate 10 regulate or ro-
view the procedure of the Couris of
Christ’s Cnurch, maintaining that the
Church is a free institute under law 10
Jesus, and to be ruled ontirely by his



