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hold, I have therewith sent Na/a-man my servant to thee,
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy,

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Is’ra-el had
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, und said,
Am 1 God, to kill and to muke alive, that this man doth
send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy ¥ where-
fore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a
quarrel against me,

And it wus s0, when E-li’sha the man of God had

heurd that the king of Is’ra-el had rent his clothes, that

he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes ¥ let him come now to me, and he shall
know that there is a prophet in Is'ra-el,

9 So Na’a-man came with his horses and with his
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of E-l¥sha,

10 And E-li’sha sent a messenger unto him, raying,
Go and wash in Jor’'dan seven times, and thy flesh shali
come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Na’a-mun waus wroth, and went away, and eaid,
Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, an
stand, and call on the name of the Lorp his God, and
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

General

Perhaps there is no story of the Old Testament which
has been read oftener than this of Nauman's leprosy and
his healing  We see the great captain rldl:g in state
lhroufh the streets of Dumascus, yet envi by none
and pitied by all, because of his living death as a leper.
We liear the simple wgrds of the Israelite maiden, which
cast a beam of hope into his troubled heart. We watch
the stately caruvan, marching across the uplunds of
Bashan and across the Jordan valley, not for war, but
to offer rich rewards to the one who shall give health.
We behold the paleness of terror come across the king
of Israel as he reads the strange meseage, culling upon
him to do a work which none but God can accomplish.
We mark the calin und confident words of the prophet
as he bids the ufirighted king send the embussy to one

Explanatory and
Verse 1. Naaman. He is mentioned only in this
chapter, and though he was one of the great men of his
own time, yet his name would be unknown but for this
record. (1) How emall and transient is earthly honor !
Captain of the host. Next to the throne itself, the
mokt important station in the realm. King of Syria.
Probubly Ben-hadad I1. Syria was sitaated north of
Palestine, between the Lebanon range and the great
desert. and was the great rival of Ierael. Great....
and honorable. One word refers to his rank, the
other to the regard of the king. Deliverance unto
Syria. Rev. Ver., “victory unto Syria,” This may
have been in the wars between S; and Tsrael, or, as
the monuments would indicate, in an Assyrian war, in
which the Sﬁrlnnu gained independence, But he was
A leper. All his honors were as nothing o that but.”
There were two kinds of le roky, both incurable, but
only one necessarily fatal, The disease was hereditary;
was believed to be contagious; was deceptive from fts
painless character; rendered a man unclean, so that none
could come near him; and was nbsolutel incurable. Un-
der thestrict law of Israel Naaman would have been ge-
d and excluded from society, but the Syrians were
Qe;:‘ cl'reml. (@) What a perfect picture of the disease
n! s

2. Syrians had gone out. There was a chronic con-
dition of petty conflict between Inrael and Syria, varied
by an occasional truce, or by a general war, By com.
{nle-. In little maranding parties, to plunder rather

han to offer legitimate war, Brought away captive,
War, always barbarous, was in ancient times far more
cruel than' now, soners were nmll{ killed, es-
pecially the aged, the wounded, and the useless; and a

Who were worth keeping were enslaved. A litie maid.
This little captive became an important link in a chain
of events. Note in this incident, 1.) Her fo iving,
generous spirit toward horaen%mr-: 2.) Her fidelity,

on; 3.)

trouble of others; 4.) He
good even a child can do

12 Are not Ab/a-na and Phar'par, rivers of Da-mas’-
cus, better than all the waters of Is/ra-el ? may I not
wilgh in them, snd be clean ? S0 he turned and went
away in a ruge,

13 And his servants came near, and #pake unto him,
and said, father, i the prophet had bid thee do
some great Thing, wouldest thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when lLe saith to thee, Wash,
and be clean ¥

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the mun of
God : and his flesh came again like uuto the flesh of a
little child, und he was clean.

156 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his
company, and came and stood before him : und he said,
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the eurth,
but in fdlrn»el : now therefore, 1 pray thee, take a bless-
ing of thy servant,

16 But he suid, As the Lorp liveth, before whom T
stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take
it ; but he refused,

Who cun ehow them that there is a God in Tsrael. Again
the procession winds its way among the hills, and again
it puuses, this time before a lowly home. From its
closed door comes the brief command to wash in Jordun
seven times as the condition of cure, The Syrian noble-
mi as thought out a better plan for the miracle, and

gives way to childish passion when he eannot have his
way. But better counsels prevail ; he bathes in the 8a-
cred stream, and soon, renewed in flesh and in spirit,
he stands, humble and grateful, before the prophet. The
mirdcle hus a twofold application : one purpose to show
whatsin is, and how it can be tuken away ; and a deep-
er purpose, long afterward (Ie\-e)oPed by the Great
Teacher, to show that God's glunl ol salvation are not
limited to the Israelite race, but reach all mankind.

Practical Notes.
m-hadad the king. Go 10, An exclamution like our
Come, now."” I will send a letter, A king's letter,
a captain’s journey, a tately procession, a_priceless
present, all the result of u little child's word, (6) Let
Dbe careful of our words, nmhl;eak such as will do good.
. .pleces of fold. 'he treasure has been
ously estimated at from twenty to sixty thousand
dollars, Changes of ralment, Garments are changed
frequently among wealthy Orientals, so that many suits
are needed, .

6. The king of Israel, Perhaps Jehoram, the son
of Ahab. ‘That thou mayest recover him. Himself
an absolute ruler, he supposed thut the king of Israel
could command his subjects at will; and he considered
it quite a way of ‘exp ing his desire
that the king would uu"m influence to eflect the cure.

7. Rent his clothes. An Oriental esture, express-
ive of sorrow. alarm, and terror. (7§ Kinge have all
the troubles of common men. Am'l God. Then there
were some things that a king of Isruel would admit that
he could not do; and there was, after all, 8 God in Is-
rael who could bring to life. Send unto' me, He did
not understand the true purpose of the letter, which
Wae a request und not a command, though couched in
lordly language. He seeketh aquarrel, He sy, d
that as Ben-hadad had made impossible demands upon
his father Ahab, J:I ordn“:‘ol krovoh a wnr,A -o,z::lllzc-
Cess0r WaR Now W € purpose. A closer in-
:W with *“ the |:=n of God " might have lessened
s alarm.

8. Elisha the

het. The monarch was a slave.

the captain was worse off than a beggar, and the man
of Gol«f 18 the only king in this chapter. Let him come
now to nu e

«8poken not in arrogance, but under divin
direction, and with a consciousness of alm! ty aid.
There Is a prophet in Israel, One who could speak
and act for God among men.

even in a lowly conditi er sympathy for the
r simple Mth’.’ &'; lymulwel
! (4) Trouble may

operi the way to usefulness.
3. Bhe sald, (5) See the a child's word,
good,’ ‘The prophet that is l&mqn,rll. Not the cltyf:;
amaria, hut the conntry to which it had given a name,
He would recover him. Perhaps he had healed other
lepers; or his fame as a wonder-worker was known,

9. N came, A Naaman with princely
retinue, and underneath his duzzling robe a leper's
kin and an aching heart; Elisha, in humble surround-
m’n. yet swaying a scepter mluhlier than a king's, His

raes for his attendants, and his chariot for himself.
The house of

(B) -The seeming is not nlvrar the real.
Elisha, Where it was is not known,

10. Elisha sent. He did not honor the haughty

4, 5. One went in, Perhaps it would be better to
read, “ he [that is, Naaman ) w::t in." Told his lord.

Syrian by his presence, but sends his commands by a




