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some extent free public libraries, stand in a different positionfrom Mudie's and Smith & Son's, and other libraries conductedfor Profit. Whether the MuIseum le privileged absolutely, or bythe occasion, must dep)end on whether under the charter-s andstatutes constituting the Museumn they are bound to give facilitieisfor reading, and to Publish to that extent the books sent to them.A possible distinction May be talien beiween British and foreignworks, inasmucb as the Copyright Acte, apart from conventions,do flot apply to the latter; but here aliso the answer to the ques-tion must be sought in the statutes~ and charters. If it i8 decidedthat the Museum is not absolutely privileged, we shall be in thiscurions position: that any person who bas been defamed in anybook will be able to insure the destruction of ail record of thedefàmnation, even in the National Library, and, mor-eover, theauthorities may at any moment be indicted for. obecene libel inrespect of the u'idcniably numerous works on their shelves whichaile unsuitable for general reading. The reasons for stoppinggeneral circulation of a li bel are obvious;- but they are inap-plicable to a national repositoiry of ail published books, and, ifthey had been applied in the paist, many manuscripts and docu-ments which bave been of the greateet value to historians wouldhave been ruthlessly destroyed. If, therefore, the ultimate resultof the litigation now pending iis un favourable to the Museum, ason the general principles of' the law of libel and the particulardecision of the Divisional Court seeme possible, legislation willundoubtedly be necessary to protect the National Library, andsuch legislation will not really prejudice any living person.-
Lau' Journial (London).

.RIPÀ.RL4N R1UJÏTS.
A point of some interest and novelty on the subject, of ripailianrights was considered in the Scotch appeal case of Young v. TheBankaer Distillery Company, L. IL. (1893) App. Cas. 691. Somesixty years ago the company, the respondents to the appeal,ostablished a distillery on the banke of the Doups Burn inl thecounty of Stirling, atti-acted apparently by the soft charactel* ofthe water. The appellants, the lessees of' certain mines, hadtaken to pumping water from these mines into the Doups Burniat a point above the distillei-y. The wate* 8o added to the stream,wbich would not otherwise have flowed into it, was pei-fectly


