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Ocecf tht shortesî aud surest ways ta
make Christmas or any ather day unhappy
is ta think exclasiveli' about Vourself. Ignore
tht existence ai thetrest ai tht human famili'
and concentrate yoar thoaghts on yourseli
as if you were tht aaiy persan [n tht world
worth thinklag about. Keep up that kind
ai thiakiag ail day and you may perbaps
succeed Ia making tht Christmas ai 1895
fairiy uapiensant. Before tht day is <'ver
you may meet anuraber af other people who
neglect ta apalogize for heing fouad la ex-
istence, and ai course their presence wili
make you unhappi'.

Ifitbis plan fails, theni think ai ail tht
slights, real or intaginary, that you have re-
ceived since iast Christmas. Brood over
the list until tht fire ai nager haras and then
you will have a lot af rendy made unhappi-
ness an band. This mcthad rnrely fails.

If you have any rivais lu business, ia
public, professionai, or social lueé, thiak care-
iuiiy over tht namber ai tîmes daring tht
past year that the public seemeci ta favor
yaar rivais rather than yourseif. Scan
aiinutely every seeming change In public
opinion ; then hrood over it witb aIl your
might. Tht public do' care a straw if
yau brood yourseli into tht grave, but you
will have the satisfaction ai kaowing that
you bave spoilt your owa Christmas.

I you have heard ofa ni uncompliment.
ary remark that aay thoughttess, enviaus,
jealous, or maliciaus persan mai' bave made
about yoa since last Christmas, write it out
ai fl ilieagth an a 1'pad," tbink over it,
digest il, compare it with other remarks of
a similar kind that same aiieged friend may
bave carried ta you ns an act ai pure kiad-
aess. If merci' thiaking aver the malter
dots not make yoa sufflcientiy unhappy then
coasider careiuily haw you mai' gel even
with tht persan hi' saying somtthiag equaliy
bad about hlm, or hi' hringing hirn before
tht Session, or by suing hlma for damages
la a civil court. Meditation ai this kind is
sure ta briag about the desired resait.

Be sure to farget ait tht good tbings Vou
and yoars have ejoyed since last Christ-
mas. If you have been sick five days, thiak
mare ai tht five days sickness than ai the
thret hundred and sixty days ai bealth, If
yoa have lost twenty-fivt dollars think more
ai tht ioss than ai tht gond living your
famiy bas had for a wbaie year. Ifsome
rude, Impertinent fellow bas iasulted yau,
tbink more af that than af the maay words
and deeds ai kindness Vou have received
from scores ai kiadiy deceat people.

You may be greatly helped la thetrmaiter
ai makiag Christ mas unhappy by saine re-
cent occurrence that bas nmade a fresh
Imnginmry wioand. Yoa were comîag up
street last cvenlng and same aeighbor on
tht opposite side did net salute yoa. Von
feit hart and ransncked memory and imagi-
nation for a cause. Yoa went away back
and hltched tht imaginary saab ta sorte aid
event equallyim naginari'. You put thet wo
things together as skilifuliy as B. B3. Osier
paîs circumssantial evidence together tnaa
criminal proseculion. Tht trifling fact that
your neigbbor had bis cap drawa aver bis
cyts ta keep out tht saow and coid, is neither
here nor there ia tht maltter. You were in-'
sulted and you arc in duîy bound ta feel bad.
One case of that kind, if properli' handied,
wiii spoil any Christmas.

A man with an ecclesiastical taru ofaind
dan easiiy flnd material for spoiing 13ns
Christmas. Let hlm qaietlli assume that
the Cburch 15 goiag ta wreck and Ita brood
over tht wreck. If that dots not make hlm
sufficleatlli'nnhappy, let hlm imagine that hie
and Donald Somebody are the only genaine
Christians la tht commuit' and Ibat there
art grave douhits about Donald. It maires
a ama feel ionely ta thiak that be is about
the onu' Christian amaag a few thousand
sinners

There ls no reason why a patriotic poil-
tician may net bave an nopleasant subject ta
tblnk about this Christmas. Ail hc aeed do
is reflect on the fact that by runlg îhree
candidates in a constiîuency, two ai themn
on substantlaliy the same piatform, the
minoritV may rule the majority. By îudicl-
ousiy working this plan even Caydweili may
be made ta deciare ln favor ai Seperate
Schools in Manitoba. And this alter filtY
Vears of self-government. Perhaps the aid
famliy compact men were not sa far wrong
after ail when they favored Downing Street
rule. Let any manri ay bis hand oz) bis
heart aud sav if Joseph Chamberlain, Her
blajestgls Colonial Secrcîary, could net
seule this Manitoba difficuity quickerand
beitc. than we are dolng.

THIE RIGIn' 0F RUUrNG ELDERS
TO BE MODERÂ TORS 0P

CHURCH COURTS.

Mit EDITo'CR,-t have read with consid-
crabie interest the varlous communications
which have appeared front tdnne ta time in
Tiir- CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, On this very
important question, aamely, Il The Appoint.
ment af Ruling Eiders as Moderators af
Cburch Courts." I may say at the outset
that 1 heartily agree with a great dea irtat
bas been written an the subjec ; Our do I in
any way find fault with the abstract thcories
advanced, nor do 1 for ane moment L'ail in
question the ftness aoftnany af thteiders in
aur Church for the position. on the
contrary 1 affirm without fear af contradic-
tion that maay af aur eiders, by reason of
their "occupying the very bighest social,
schoiastic, judiciai and politicai positions in
the land," are entinently qualified ta pteside
aver any af aut Cburch courts ; nye, niuch
beter qualified than many af aur ministers
ta f111 the Maderator's Chair, with dignity ta
theaiseives and profit ta the courts over
which they might be caiied ta preside.

It must aiso be admted tbat there are
ministers In every denomnination of Christians
(and thePresbyteriaaChurch Ia Canada Is no
exception ta the rule> who wiii pull wires,and
do things, which, measured by the Golden
Ruie, wouid fali very far short af perfection,
wben they bave set their heart upon the ac-
compiishment af tbat which is oaiy good ;
aye, and sometimes an îhings which are net
good ia themseives, such as the manipu-
lation af the vote Ia a vacant coagregation
for their favorite candidate whea moderating
in a cali. I arn glad ta siy that personaily
1 neyer knew af any minister wbo did such a
thing, mer dld 1 ever hear of' such a thing
being doue until 1 read it ia your palier.
Hawever, the possibiiity Is admitted af min-
isters doing tbings.

It oiust aise be admitted that there are
sortee ministers who regard themselves, as
the Session, Deacons' Court and Congrega-
tien, and they wouid regard as heresy of the
very worst kind the action of any ane who
would bave the bardihood ta dîffer in opin-
ion from thent; such are as autocratic in
their ideas, and sometimes ia their ac-
tions, too, as the Czar af Ail the Russias.
But alter al, there is nothiag very wonderfui
la ail tbis. The wonder is that there is not
a great deal more of It. When It is consid-
ered that miaisters hoid a position in the
community ia which they dweil. fnot accord-
cd ta ather people, their advice Is souglit at
ail imes, and a deference paid ta their

piamuns and words not accorded ta every-
day mortais. And it is a right and proper
thing that ministers should be very highiy
esteemed for their work's sake. But it
mtust not bc forgotten that they are stili mea
and ualess the grace of humility is la very
active exercise, they are apîta forget that
they are stil men, and ver-. fallibie amen at
thar, sa that where tht nattaral inclination Is
ta Ilrule " t becomes a part af their nature,
and aay opposition offcred ta their opinions
and actionscomesto bc zegarded asaperson-
alinjsait which must bc put down and trampi-
cd under foot if need be. But hile there
have heen such cases, and such may stili ex.

Ist, they arce the exception-the rate excep-
tion whlch prove tht rulc-and It will bc a
dark day for tht Presbyterian Church la
Canada wben ber ministers will lose tht
lave and respect of ber peope whlch bas
been accorded ta them because they minis-
ter to them la hoiy thiags. And no strong-
er evidence can bc given af the decline ai
ipirituality ia any Chtrcb, than a decline la
the lave and respect paid ta the ailaisters ai
the gzospel.

Bat the question may ho asked : What
bas ail this ta do with tht appointment of
ruling eiders la C.-irch courts ? 1 an-
swer, practicaily, very littie. 1 aniy refer
ta them because they have been dwelt upou
at cansiderabie iengtb by former writers,
and ta show that whlle I dlaim for ministers
the sole and exclusive right ta bc Moderat-
ors ai Charch courts i do na not base this
dlaim upon any saperlority inherent la tht
milaister over thteider, or that ordination
and Induction ta the mînisteriai office conter
upon the lndividuat any special fitness for
the performance ai the daties af the office.
Nelther wlll ordination or Induction inta the
aiisterial office, la any way change the ia-
dîvidual or tht 11e.

'Whiie former writers bave dweî at con-
siderable iength upon the equaiity af teach-
log and ruliig eiders, drawing their Illustra-
tions mainly from tht Apostolic Church, la
wbich It is ciaimed that na distinction was
made betweea the two, and bence that the
distinction now made is IavIdious, unscrip-
tural and uncalled for ; and ta prove this
bas been the trend ai ail that bas been wrlt-
tea au tht subject by tht supporters ai the
IlRigbt af Ruliig Eiders to be Moderators'
Sa far as 1 have seen, there bas not been a
single reference made by any one ta the iaw
ai aur Cburch on thîs very important sub-
ject. 1 aow ask tht question : What Is
the iaw ai the Church ln reference ta the ap-
poinntent ai Moderatars ai Church courts ?
Ia answering that question it is not acces-
sary ta coasider whether the preserit iaw is
good or bad, whether it Is scriptural or un-
scriptural; nor is it necessary ta coasider
tht pnrity ai teaching and ruling eIders, nar
apostoiic practice, but simply what is the
iaw and constitutionai practice ai tht Pres.
byterian Chnrch in Canada anent this
inatter ?

I amn weil aware that my aaswer ta Ibis
question will be la direct cpposltion toaa
great anay miaisters and eiders af tht
Church, but that fact wlll not inflaence me
la any way, or prevent me troua expressing
the strong convictions 1 boid-that, accord-
ing ta the iaw ai aur Church, tht Moderator
ai ail its courts "lis a minister," that it Is
so stated in the book oaI" RuIes and Forms
af Procedure," sanctioaed by the Generai
Assembly ai tht Cburcb la 1889. 1 bave
not seen the original minute ai the Assembly
but 1 presumne that this minute wbich is re-
cited ia tht Prefatory Note, is correct, aad
is as follaws: (i). IlThat tht 'Book of
Forais,' as now submitted ta the Assembly,
be approved Aid adopted as a useful guide
for the niembers, the affice-bearers and tht
courts ai the Church la tht transaction ai.
ecciesiastical business." This' Book ai
Raies and Forais ai Procedure" is very
specific on the constitution ai Church
courts fromt tht Session ta tht Generai
Assembiy. la every case dots ht deciare
that Ilthe Moderator is a miaister," aud
that must bc taken ta be tht iaw ai tht
Churcb, outil it is amended or repeaied. 1
must suppose that those PreEbyteries who
have appointed ruiing eiders as their Mod-
erators, have been able ta put a different
constructian apon this minute ta what 1
have donc, and it ntight bz for tht benefit
ai tht Ohurch if some ai the members ai
those Preshyteries wouid rive Io tht Church
through THE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN an
analytical construction ai tht above recited
Act of Assembly as their warrant for what
they did wlicn setting its specific require-
ments aside. For my part, I contend most
stronRiV, that there Is no arabiguity about
the expression, Il<The Maderator is a min-
ister." A&nd it wouid surely have been a

mach saler way ta have so caastrued It, aad
If they wert dissatisfied with thetlaw, as il
now stands, ta have sought a change la tht
regular and constitutianai way, than ta rua
tht risk ai havlng ail the nets ai tht Pres-
hyteries sa canstituted deciared illegai. 1
can conceive cases wbere cangregations
mîght be put ta very great Inconvenience,
wherc tht acts ai Presbytery might bt de-
ciatcd vaid by tht civil courts t'araugh belng
iilegaiîy constituted. And it Is a great pity
that due cansideration was not given ta this
aspect cf tht case.

As tht whoit question wiii have ta bc dis-
cussed and decided hi' the General Assent.
bu', it is a matter for regret that it did nat
deai with tht question in Jane iast. It was
siaiply a vaste af tinte ta remit It ta
Synods. Synods have no jurisdiction la the
matter. Alil that tht Syaod cau do is ta en-
quire lnto that which is aiready weii knawn.
Tht Assembiy is seized oaiail the iacts,
and remnitting it ta tht Synads was neither
more nor iess thea a shirkiag ai its duty.
1 hoid that what tht Assembiy shouid have
dont 'when the aiatter was braught 'adore il
was ta bave passed a Deciarntory Act stating
cieariy what tht iaw ofitbeChurch is,nnd that
would have setied the matter sa far as the
Asseinbiy was concerned. It wouid thcn
have heen la order for any ont v<he was dis-
satisfied witb the decision ta bave sought
for a change la the iaw la tht regular and
constitutional, way, and la this way the la-
terests ai tht Cburch wouid have been con-
served and no violence oftered ta its nuthor-
ityj which, it must be coafessed, bas been
donc.

A goad dealbas heeni writttn about tht
"equaliti' ai teachiag and ruling eiders."

Theoreticaiiy this is correct. Butiln this, as
la many other thiags, theori' and pradtice
are very far apart, and witb tht single ex-
ception of voting power la Obarch courts,
this equaiity dots not exist, nor wiil tht so-
caiied Iiberality and broader views, aow sa
generalli' eatertaiaed bath la Churcb and
State, and the so-cailed great and gioriaus
democratic principie which pervades tht
thauglit ai this continent, the equaliiy. ai
ail aien bath ia Churcb and State, and
especially ia the Church, whtre tht danger
ai cierical domination is Imminent, does not
tend ta briag them t <teory and practice> ta-
gether. Tht arguments brougbt forward la
support af tbis equaiity [rom apostoiic tintes
and apostahic practice, do nat accord wlth
tht aitered conditions ai tht Ohurch at the
present: time. We do not rend anVwhere
that tht Apostolic Church had theologicai
colieges for tht training ofiministers, or that
they were required ta taire an arts course,
which stadents of tht prescrit day are re-
quired ta take. Now I do not wish it ta be
sappasedl that the ministers and eiders ai
tht Apostoiic Church badl no train ing for the
right Performance of the dutits pertaiaing ta
tht office. On tht contrary, they were al
traiaed speciaiiy for tht duties each bad ta
perfornt by a Teacher wbo never made a
mistake, for they taught as tht Hoiy Gh 'ost
gave theai utterance, and ta this fact is due
tht equality which existed aaong eiders la
tht Apostoiic Cburch. Tht dnys ai mir-
acles are now past, and c olieges have been
estahiished for the tralalang ai ministers ai
tht gospel, and at no tume ia tht history ai
tht Christian Chnrch bas the nectssity ai an
educated ailaistri' been feit witb gM.ater
force than at the prescrtttinue, sa that they
ntay bc abe ta rnaiaîain tht traîb ai the
gloriaus gospel ai tht grace af God iîi tht
face ai scepticism, agnosticism, and tht aP-
positions ai science, faIseli' s0 caiied. It
wiii bc admittecT, that eiders are net requir-
cd ta undergoauav course of training ta fit
them, for tht exercise ai their office, and bc-
cause ai this a large majority have flot the
requisite lcaowlt dge cf ecciesiastical busi-
ness that woîîlé enabie them inteiiigently ta
preside aver Church courts ; and I belie if
a poili wai talcen ai tht eiders ai the Church
as ta the proprieti ai h aving eiders as mod-
eratots, nine-tenths would vote agalust it.
In view ai Ibis tht question may properly be
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