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Greece was beautiful in art, poetry, oratory
and statuary, but worshipped. itself, vain and
unvirtuous. What is Franceto-day ? A gild-
ed sepulchre of vice and selfishness. What is
true,virtuous Christianity, bouest toward God ?
Ttis the only good thing we know of in the
world. The character of Jesus shines, and
2 shines the' more you examine it. He is love
B divine, order, orderly humanity, and His true
£ religion would conduct the world to a para-
B dise, would suit a heaven of angels, and is the
i product of a divine mind. Speaking of
§ Greece as beautifu), yet St. Paul foupd it pro-
! toundly ignorant of God, and a statue erected
in one-of its public resorts: *to the unkoown
g8 God.” So, now, ‘Mr. VanNess, the Unitar-
M iao, and Herbert Spencer, Col. Ingersol, and
M otheragnostics,might erectin Washington,Lon-
M dop, or ‘Paris, a similiar statue “to the un-
2 known God 'If God is only known in theory
B% and specilation, oot in prayer and secret
8 commuadion as Christ and His apostles, and
B Abraham, Moses and the prophets knew Him,
I% then' God -is- unknown. All the converted
8 Christians make God their friend as Abra-
@ ham was called, and is not a matter of theory.
¥ True Christians believe, and I certainly do,
N that God answers sincere soul-prayers. We
g have & proof of this in the establishment
B8 of chantablé instuutions and missionary efforts
B all over the world. Mr. VanNes' coming
M religion is not founded on this theory and be-
M lief. The coming religion cannot be differ-
8 ent from that of Jesus, if it is to make the
B world better.  If it does, say what s it to be,
I how carried out 2 Our true object as humani-
W tarians, is to make the whole earth happy ; an
B earth of common brothers and sisters in love
B and good works. Are missionaries not trying
M to do this in the present day? Science of
B8 itself can never do it, although it is properin
& its place ; but it does not cure the heart of
B cvil, regenerate the soul, bring consolation to
M the widow or dying and distressed. Wein
B death want an Almighty friend to whom we
i can speak in pr jer, and confess our sios, un-
& burden the broken, heart. Oh, that God may
B send down in the comfort of the Holy Ghost,
® that spirit which Jesus showed on earth, and
¥ has gone to Heaven to make perpetual.  Such
R a religion'is green and beautiful ; not coming
j but sere.  We need look for no other.
; We need.in all discussions about religion
W a large amount of chanty; and in auything
i said abont this Upitanian minister, let it be
¥ said in deep humility and charity, He can-
g not see as we do, bat it seems to me ndicu-
KR lous to look upon Jesus as only a man like
o ourstlves, for if so, what was He better than
Confucius, Washington, or even than His
Mown Apostles?, We must look higher and
B consider Him as from God directly, as He said
B Himself, ¢ I'came forth from God, now return
Bto God” The best evidence of this is the
W clorious fact of His resurrection. Impate
M not  Christianity’s  corruption by bad
g% men to Him—Fie was great and pure.

Toronto, Dec. 12, 1893.
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THE NEW BOOK OF PRAISE,

—

BY PRRSBYTER.

—

. The Presbyterieg of our chirch are now,
hfor the most part, -considering the following
8 remit, sent down by the last General Assem-
i bly, viz .—*‘ That the Hymnal Committee be
[ instructed to include the entire Psalter in the
W proposed sew Book of -Praise.”

®  This question is one that should be fully
B8 discussed in our church papers. The time of
il Presbyteries is $o limited that a general dis-
® cussion there is impossible. Upon tbis ques.
M tion, there-is.a :great difference of opinion,
g Let all the arguments gro and con be ad-
Kl duced in your widely circulated paper so that
g 2s winisters and elders we may cast ur votes
M intelligently..

¥ It 1s charged by those in favor of the
B remit, that if the report of the Hymgal Com-
M mittee be adopted, and selections made, that
jit is mutilating the Psalter. Those who raise
this cry should-be very certain of the ground
Rupon which they stand, for even if it- has-no
ffoundation'in fact, it appeals, very strongly,to
the prejudices of :a Présbyterian community:
The vary momeat the cry of mutilation is
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raised, a great many good peoplewill consider ,

that if the chdrch makes selections, she
brings upon herself the woe ‘pronounced in
Rev. 22: 19. And yet, if selections are a
mutilation, a taking from —are not hymns then
an unauthorized addition? Are not those
who take this position standing upon the very
same ground as the old Presbyterians who
opposed the introduction of hymns. If, oo,
selecting some of the Psalms is mutilation,
what word will describe the c~nduct of our
Baptist Methodist, aad Congregational breth.-

ren  who pass them over entirely ?
The mistake of these brethren s,
that they assume that God intended

the Psalms of David to voice the praises of
His people in all ages, and that every part of
them correctly represents the feelings of real
Christians at the present day. Such a posi-
tion cannot be maintained. God has aever
given any indication that such is His Wwill.
The Psalms of David are inadequate to ex.
press the full tide of Christian emotion.
Hence the church, in all ages, must have her
paraphrases and hymns, Besides by the
higher, clearer, and more spiritual revelation
of Jesus Christ, the church has been brought
into such a condition that she cannct sing
as her praises some of these Psalms. We
cannot, for a moment, think that He who said
to his followers: **Love your enemies, do
good to them that hate you, bless them that
curse you, and prey for them that despitefully
use you,"” ever intended that they should sing
the latter part of the 137th Psalm. Principal
Caven, in his very excellent sermon from 11
Tim. 3 : 16, before the Assembly last June,
made the following statements which I think
every one will be ready to endorse. *‘It 1s not
said that all Scripture is profitable for the
same ends nor that it is of equal value, nor
that every part of 1t is of the same value a?
all times, and to all geople.” The italics are
mine. Further on he says, *‘ Christian intelli-
gence and the sense of our personal necessi-
ties or the necessities of those we teach, must
largely direct us in the practical use of scrip-
ture.” Since, then, it cannot be proven that
Gd intended the Psalms of David to consti-
tute the Book of Praise of His church, the
Christian intelligence of His people making
appropriate selections therefrom is no more
mutilation thaun para: hrasing a few passages
is the mutilation of the New Testament. Our
Christian intel igeoce tells us, that what was
very appropriate, to be sung in ancient times
and in the condition and surroundings of the
then church, may nnt be appropriate to our
times. Thisis the jodgment of the church
to-day, the judgment of our mioisters aod
congregations, rendered not in a church court,
where men are more or lesstrammelled by the
usages of the past, and where they are ex-
pected to be very orthodox, but in their
assemblies of worship. It is afact which can-
not be gainsaid that a large part of the Psalms
are never sung.

Again, in our church making selections
she is dealing with the Psalms of David in
metre, which are not in that form the inspir-
ed word. Many of them have thoughts ex-
pressed which are npot in the original, and
thougbts expressed in the original are suppres-
sed in the metrical version. Good men, at
various times, have atterqpted to give our

.English version a rhythmicsetting. 1nmany

cases they have been successful. In some
cases they have completely failed. So that
where the thought may be quite appropriate
to present experiences, the Psalm cannot -be
sung owing to a lack of rhythm and to harsh
exprassions. In some Psalms, we get a few
verses with most felicitous expressions. These,
however, abruptly terminate and before the
minister is aware, the singing is wretched, be-
cause the singers have lost their feet.  In the
future, the verse,and perhaps the whole Psalm,
is avoided. The poetic form invariably
suffers where there.is great anxiety to keep
close.to the original, For the church, thep,
to make selections, is only to say, that in many
cases our modern poets.have failed to give us
good metre and felicitous expressions, which
would have captivated the ear.and moved the
heart,, Every Psalm'has its practical -use.
They are for reading as well as for singing.
For praise and adoration they have never been
equalied, but some of them savor more of
the old law than of the gospel. To cast them
into good English poetry, it is necessary to
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enter into their spirit and this is perhaps the
reason why oat modern pocts have failed with
a gumber of them,

Why do we want 3 selection ?
1st. We do not want a book of praise too
butky. :

2nd. All the portions which can be sung
will then stand out more prominently and
thereby secure more attention.

3rd. It will make indexing and arranging
of thom under proper subjects more feasible
and as 2 co .sequence enable the pastor more
readily to make a choice in harmony with s
sermon. This will tend also to their more
general use,

PARK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, LONDON, ONTARIO.

Sixty-two years ago the first Presbyterian
congregation was organized in London, and
this was the beginning of what is now the large
body counected with the Park Avenue Pres-
byterian Church. On Weduesday, July 2nd,
1890, Rev. W. J. Clark, the present pastor,
was inducted. At that time the membership
was 183, while now it has reached the number
of 364. Over a year ago the question of in-
creased accommodation was mooted. It was
at first thought that to remodel the old build-
ing, would meet the requirements of the case.
Such an idea, howevsr, was not long enter-
tained, and it was finally decided to demolish,
the existing structure, It was believed, and
rightly, that to follow out the renovating pro-
cess would end merely in a patched edi’ice,
lacking many of the imperative necessities
of a modern church. On the 1sth of March
last, therefore, the congregation bade fare-
well to its home of thirty years, and immed-
iately afterwards the work ot demolition be-
gan. The result is that there now stands
upon the same site ahouse of worship which
is unequalled in this city o 1ts particular de-
nomination, and, in point of architectural
elegance, chasteness of finish and comfort n
its arrangement, will challenge companison
with the best buildings of any other body 1n
the city. The outward appearance of the
bailding, pleasiog and attractive 1n 1ts gen-
eral effect, is an adapration of the early Eng-
lish Gothic style. The foundaiion walls con-
sist of blue limestone. The saperstructure
is built with pressed red brick, and the but-
tress slopes, belt courses, sills, label moulds,
gadle copings and finials are formed of Ohio
treestone. The roof is slate, and the ridgas
are finished with copper and galvanizea 1ron
cresting. The height of the tower 1s 110 fest?
while the main gable is 60 feet. There are
three main entrances and two at the side.
The former eater into a main corrider run-
mog across the whole width of the church,
In this lobby are two handsome oak staur-
cases leading to the gallery which only ex-
tends from one side of the rear portion of the
auditorium to the other. The interior of the
audience room is 66 feet wide by 103 feet in
length. Transepts extend seven feet on
¢ither side of the nave. The ceilings are 38
feet high, The walls are plastered in ada-
mant and tinted in two shades. Oa either
side of the choir and organ loft, which is sit-
uated behind the pulpit, are two small al-
coves—the one over the minister's vestry,
the other over the managers’ room—in which
the children’s choir, led by Mr. John Cameron,
will be placed. The organ—a production of
the S. R, Warren Company, Toronto—is a
finely toned imstrument. It has tweaty-six
stops, is operated by water-power, and cost
$3.500. Mr. W. C. Barron, the organist, is
a graduate of the New England Conservatory,
Boston, and has besides studied at Leipsic.
Ths is the first church in London to utilize
electricity for lighting purposes. The central
chandelier is filled with 100 incandescent
pendants, whiie forty additiopal are distribut.
ed throaghout the church. The windows are
many, large, and stained glass. The toal
cost of the church will be $25,000.

INDORE MISSIONARY COLLEGE FUND.

Reported already up to Jan. 18th | $267.07
W. F. M. S, Seaforth, per Mrs. Mc-

Donald . . . . . 20.45
Mrs. Catharine McKenzie, London . 5.0
Mrs. Rowat, London . . . . 100
A friend, Belleville . . . . 600
Mrs. Dougall, Hensall. . e .+ Lo

Totat . , . .« . .S30L12

The three inonths asked for are now near-
lyup. The last of these detailed reports will
be sentn‘next Wedoesday, Jan. 31st. Mouney
zoceived later will be reported in detail only
to the Record. ANNA Ross.

Brucefield, Ont., Jan. 26, 1894.

89
Christian Endeavor.

BLEST, TO BLESS. (CHRISTIAN
ENDEAVOR DAY).

—

BBV, W, 8, MCTAVISH, B,D., 8T. QEORGE,

Feb.y Matt.10:7,8.3842,Gen. 12. 2.

This ’is Christian Eudeavor day. Our
thoughts naturally turn to our Society and as
they do so our perception must be dullindeed
if we do vot realize that we have been greatly
blest. The Sabbath School, the Y.M.C.A. and
other kindred organizations have now become
mighty instrumentalities for good, but though
theyhave all developed with astomishing rapid-
ity, yet we think it may be safely asserted
that no society has made more marvellous
progress than the Christian Endeavor. It is
only thirteen years since the first little Society
was organized in Portland, Maine. But
there are now about 28,800 societies with a |
membership of 1,600,0co. More than 1,800
new societies have been organized since the
convention was held in Montreal. Braaches
of this society are to be found now in almost
every quarter of the globe. A missionary, in
South India wrote that he had organized
eleven societies in his village congregations
there,

But while there has been 2 wonderfully
rapid growth in numbers, there has also been
a beautiful development in the spiritual life of
many of the members. Many have been led
through the pledge to sez more definitely
their relationship to the Lord Jesus, to con-
secrate themselves more unreservedly to His
service, and to live more wholly to His glory.
They have acquired clear views of truth and
duty, they have become better acquainted
with the Scriptures, they have become more
beautiful in character, and in life more earn-
est. Scores of pastors would willingly testify
to this, Whether we look then at the exter.
nal growth, or at the internal development,we
must confess that we have been blessed
abundantly.

Why have we been thus blessed? Cer-
tainly not that we might boast about our won-
derful progress. Certainly not because we
deserve to be. But we have been blessed that
we may be the means of blessing to others.
Jesus told His disciples that, inasmuch as
they had received freely, they should give
freely. It we are true Christians we shall
desire to share our blessings with others, for,
as Matthew Henry says, ' True grace does
pot wish to eat its morse! alone.”

How may we bless others? There is
scarcely any limit to the ways in which we
may do this if we are only in earnest about it.
We cannot, of course, beal the sick, cleanse
the lepers, raise the dead, or cast out devils,
But we need not sigh over the impossible
when so much of the possible lies within
our reach. There are many ways in which
we can bless others if aur hearts are willing,
We can make strangers welcome at our
prayer-meetings and at our church services,
There is no doubt that our church has lost
much in the past by neglecting this simple
duty. Strangers are not likely to return to
the place where they have not been beartily.
welcomed. Then we might invite the care’ess
to the house of God. What an abundance
of room to labor here! We are constantly
reminded that mauny never darken the church
door. Pastors may do something in the way
of remedying this evil. But the efforts of
pastors are much more effective when second-
ed by those of a band of consecrated Chris- .
tian Endeavorers. Again, we should always
see toit that we come well prepared to the
meetings so that the exercises may be bright
and wnstructive.  With the Bible and so many
other helps at hand there is no excuse for ai-
lowing a meeting to drag. Still further, we
might help the sick by visiting them or by
sending them little tokens of remembraace.
How greatly too we might bless nthers, especi.
ally ministers and missionaries, by praying for
them ! We might be like Aarons and Hurs
holding up the hands of God’s struggling
workmen, “Kind words cam mever die.”
Then be it ours to speak a word of comfort to
the afflicted, of encouragement to the down-
cas;,“of cheer to the'dispirited and of kindness
to 3 .

The above are a few of the many ways an
which we who have been blessed may bless
others. Other lines of usefulness will readily
suggest themselves to those who hava oyes
to seeand a heart to feel. ¢ Oh, the good we
all may do while the days are going by 1”



