
THE CANADA PRES'BVTERIAN.

Greece was beautiful in art, poetry, osatory
aiid statuaryj, but worshipped. it5eîf, vain and

uvtuu.What is France ta.day ? A gild-
und oeucr f vice and sel5ishness. What is
true,virtuaus Cbsilstiani ty, honest toward God ?
It is theconly good thing vie know cf in tht
world. The charac ter af Jesus shines, and
shints the' more you examine it. lieis lave
divine, arder, ardtrly huînanity, and His truc
religion would conduct tht world ta a para.
dise, would suit a beaven cf angels, and is the
praduct cf a divine mnd.. Spcaking of
Greece as beiutiftil, vet St. Pauilfoupdit pro.
foundly ignorant ai God, and a statut erected
in onte'of Ifs public resorts, Ilta tht unknown
God." So, now,-M&r. VanNess, tht Unitar-
iani, and Herbert Spencer, Col. Ingersol, and
otheragnostics,might erect in Washington,Lon-
don, or Paris, a' similiar statue "tai tht un-
knownGod."ý 'If God is only known in theory
and specûlatian, not in prayer and secret
comnmunion as Christ and His apastles, and
Abraham, Moses and tht praphets kocw irum,
then' God is. unknown. Al tht converted
Christians inake God their friend as Abta-
bain was called, and is not a matter cf thcory.
Truc Chistlians believe, and 1 certainly do,
that God abswers sînr.ere soul-prayers. We
have a proof af this in the establishment
of charitable institutions and missianary efforts
aIl aver tht woarld. Mr. VaoNes' coming
religion is nat faunded on this tbtary and be-
lice. Tht corning religion cannot bc differ.
eut front that cf Jesus, if it is ta mnake the
world better. If it dots, say irbat is it ta be,
hoir carrne4 out ? Our truc obiect as bumani-
tarians, is ta make the wbole earth happy ; an
earth af common brothers and sisters in love
and good warks. Arc missianaries nat trying
ta do this in tht present day? Science cf
itsell ca n neyer do it, although it is proper in
its place; but it dots nat cure tht htart ai
evii, regenerate tht soul, bring consolation ta
the widaw or dyîng and distressed. We in
deatb want an AImighty friend te wrhom ire
can spealk in p, je-., and confcss aur sîn2s, un-
burden tht broken, htar. Oh, that God may
send down in the confort cf thet Roly Ghost,
that spirit which Jesus showed on earth, and
bas gene ta Hleaven ta make perpetuaL Sucb
a ttligianii green andbeautitul ; not cozing,
but Acre. We need look for no other.

We need in ail discussions about religion
a large arcuttcf charity ; and in anything
said about this Uritariau minister, let it be
said in deep huniility and cbarity. Re cau-
flot se as we do, but it stems ta me ridicu-
Ions ta look upori lesus as oly a man like
aursseves, for if so, vhat was Ht bettes than
Confuciu5s, Washington, or even than Hîs
awn Aposties?. We must look higher and
consider iln as firoas Gad directly, as He said
HimselfI lcame forth hein Gad, naw returfi
ta God." rhe htst evîdence ai thîs is tht
glorions fact ai His resurrection. Impute
flot Chnis5tianity's corruption by bad
mien ta Hlimx-11e masgreat and pure.

Toronto, Dec. 12, 1893.

Witien for Tictr.A CMIADAPatsBvKXZx.

THE NEW BO0OK 0F PRAISE.

Tht Presbyteries cf aur ch irch are now,
far tht mast part, -considering tht follawing
remit, sent, dovr by tht iast Gencral Assem-
bly, viz -" That tht Hymanal Committet bc
inistructcd ta include tht entire Psalter in the
proposed neir Bock of-Praise."

This question is ont that shauld be fully
discussed in aur church papers. Thetitantof
Preshytenies is ia limited that a general dis-
cussion there is impossible. Upon this ques.
ion, ther-isa 'great difference cf opinion,
Let ail the arguments fto anîd con. bc ad.
du.ed in y-ouï widely circulated papersos that
as iinsersand eiders me may cast our votes
intelligentlv.,

It is-'chard by- those ini favor of the
remit, that if tht repart of tht Hyrnwal Com -
inîet bïi adopted, and selections imade, that

it is mutilating thte salter. Those irbo r aise
tbis cry shculd ho very certain of the ground
upon whicb't4ry stand, for even if it- bas: no
tounzatian in fact; j: appeals,-vmy strongly,to
tha pr,14udicérsof ,a 1Presbterîan .contmm.unity.
Tht vary moment thbe cry ai mtttiîtion is

raised, a great many gond people wIll cansider
that if the chdrcb maltes aelections, she
brings upon herseli thtemac *pronounced in
Rev. 22. 19. And yet, if stlections are a
mutilation, a taking front -arc flot bymis then
an unauthorized addition? Are net those
viho take this position standing upon the very
samne ground as the aId Prcsbytcsians viho
apposed tht introduction cf hymas. If, toc,
selecting some ai the Psaims is mutilation,
irbat word will describe tht c-nduct cf aur
Baptst Nethodist, a-id Congregational breth-
ren viho pass them, oves entirely ?
Tht mistake cf these bretbren is,
that tbey assume that God intended
tht Psaims cf David ta voice tht praises of
flis people in al ages, and that ever part cf
them correctly represents the feelings et real
Cbristians at the pre3ent day. Sncb a posi-
tien canent be maintained. God bas never
given any indication that snch is Mis 'mill.
Tht Psalms ai David are inadequate ta ex.
press the full tide cf Christian emotian.
Hence the cburcb, in aIl ages, must have ber
paraphrases and hymns. Besides by the
bigher, clearer, and more spiritual revelatica
cf esus Christ, tht church bas heen brought
ino such a condition that she cannct sing
as lier praises sont ai these Psalms. We
cannat, for a moment, think that Hteirbo saîd
ta bis follamers: "ILove your enemies, do
god ta thcm that hate yen, bless thern that
curse yen, and pra.y for them that despitetully
use yon," eves intended that they should sing
tht latter part cf tht î37tb Psaîm. Principal
Caven, in bis vtry excellent sermon front II
TI. 3 : 16, befote the Assembly Iast june,
made tht following statements wbich I think
every ont mIll be ready ta endosse. "It is net
said that all Scripture is profitable for tht
saine ends fier that it is of equal value, nos
that every part of it is of tht samte value at
all titres, and to aU eople" The italic s are
mine. Fnrther an he says, " Christian intelli-
gence and tht sense af ans personal necessi-
tics or tht necessities oi those me teach, must
lasgeîy direct us in tht practical use cf scrip-
ture." Since, then, it caunot bc proyen that
G d intended the Psalms oi David te consti-
tute t t ' ook ai Praise cf His cburch, the
Christian intelligence of Mis people making
appropriate selections thesefront is no more
mutilation than para' hrasing a tew passages
is tht mutilation ofithe New Testament. Our
Christian intel igence tells us, tbat irbat iras
very appropriate, ta be sung in ancient times
and in the condition and surraundings ai tht
then church, may nnt be apprapriate ta aur
times. This is tht jndgment cf the chusch
to-day, the jndgment of aut ministers and
cangregatians, rendcred net in a church court,
irbere men are more or lesstrammelîed by tht
usages cf the past, and, where they are ex-
pected ta be very orthodox, but in their
assemblies cf worship. It is a tact whicb cari-
flot be gainsaid that a large part cf the Psalms

are never'sung.
Again, in eus church making selections

she is deaîing with tht Psalns cf David in
metre, whîch are flot in tbat forin the inspis.
cd mord. Many ai tbem bave thougbts ex-
pressed which are net in the ariginal, and
thonghts expressed in tht original are suppres-
sed in tht metrical version. Good men, at
varions tintes, have atternpte4 ta give aur
.English version a rhythmic setting. Inimîny
cases they have been successful. In santie
cases tbey have completely faiied. Sa that
irbere tht thought may bc quite apprapriate
ta present experiences, tht Psalm cannot -be
suog owing ta a lack oi rhythm and ta harsh
expressions. Ia sot Psalms, mc get a iew
verses with most iclicîtous expressions. These,
however, abruptly terminate and before tht
rainister is airare,,tht singing is wretched, be-
cause the: sîngers Pave lest their fect. ln tht
future, tht verseand perhaps thtevihole Psaîn,
is avoided. Tht poetic fean invariably
suffers vihere there.is great anxiety ta keep
c loe. ta thte original. For tht chnîch, then,
ta maire selecti ans, is ealy ta sav, that in manyr
cases aur modemn poets-have failed ta give us
gond metre and felicitous expressions, which
would have captivated the car. andl moved tht
heart., Eyery Psalm bas its practical -use.
They are for reading as wmIl as for Singing.
For 'paise and Pdoration ty bave neyer been
eqnaîled, but soute ci therm savor more cf
tht Ilaw thancf tht gospel. Ta cast themn
imtagood English poetry, it is necessary ta

entes ioto their spirit and this la perhaps the
reason why car modern pocîs have faîled mtb
a number of them.

WVby da me ivant a selection?
lat. We do net mant a book cf praîse tea

bulky.
2nd. AIl the portions whîch can be suag

wili then stand eut more prontînentîy and
thcreby secure mare attention.

35<1 It mill malte indcxing and arranging
cf thon under praper sublects mare feasîble
and as a coe.àequence enable the paster mare
teadily te make a chaice in hasmony with bis
sermon. This wlh tend aise te their more
general use.

PARK A VENUE PRfiSB YTERIAN
CRURCN, LONDON, ON7ARIO.

Sixty-twa years ugo tht first Preshyterian
cangregation mas argaaîzed in London, and
this mas tht beginning cf vihat is nom tht large
body connected mth tht Park Avenue Pres-
byterian Church. On Wednesday, Jnly 2nd,
1890, Rev. W. 1. Clark, tht present pastor,
mas indncted. At that tint tht membership
iras 183, irbihe nom it bas reached the number
ai 364. Oves a year ugo tht question cf in-
creased accommodation iras mooted. It mas
at first tbougbt that ta remodel tht aId build-
ing, wouîd meet the requirernents cf tht case.
Sncb an idea, hamever, iras flot long enter-
tained, and it mas finally decided te denolish,
tht exitting structure. It mas believed, and
rightlv, that ta tallais ont the rencvating pro-
cess îvouid end merely ilu a patched edi -ce,
lacking many cf tht imperative necessities
cf a modern cbnrcb. On tht î5th cf March
Iast, therefore, the congregatian bade fase-
weil ta ts homne of thirty years, and immcd-
iutely alterviards tht mark cf demolition bc-
gan. Tht result is that there nom stands
upon tht sane site a hanse ai marshîp which
ls uncqualled ain this city ia its particular de.
nomination, and, in point cf architectural
elegance, cbastcness of finish and comtert in
its arrangement, miii challenge comparison

wth t best buildingb af any othes body in
tcity. Tht outward appearance cf tht

building, pleasing and attractive in its gen-
erat cffect, is an adaptation oi thte arly Eng.
îIsh Gothic style. Tht founda(ion mwals con-
sist cf blue limestane. Tht superstructure
is built with pressedl red brick, and tht but-
tress slopes, belt courses, suIs, label moutds,
gable copings and flnials arc farmed ai Ohie
treestont. Tht roof s siate, and tht ridges
are finisbed witb copper and galvanîzen t ran
crestiog. Tht heignt ofthetowaesisiif.t
vihile tht main gable is 6o feet. There are
tbree nain catraoces and two at the side.
Tht former enter inta a main corridcr rua-
niag acress the vibole width af tht church.
In this lobby are twa handsome aak stair-
cases leading ta the gallery mbich only ex-
tends tram ane ide ai the star portion ci the
auditorium ta tht other. Tht interior cf the
audience rean is 66 feet ide by 103 feet in
Iength. Transepts extend sevea feet an
either sîde ai tht nave. Tht ceilîngs art 38
fcet higb. Tht maIls are plasttred in ada.
ruantund tinted in tire shades. On tither
side ofithe choir and organt loft, mhich is sit-
uated behind tht pulpit, are twa small aI-
caves-tht anc oves tht minister's vcstry,
tht other oves tht managers' rcoon-n which
tht children's choir, led by Mr. John Cameron,
wIll be placed. Tht organ-a production cf
tht S. R. Warren Company, Toronto-is a
flutly toned instrument. [t bas twenty-six
stops, is operated by watcr-pomer, and cost
$3,500. Ms. W. C. Basson, tht organist. is
a graduatai the Newr England Conscrvatory,
Boston, and bas besides studicd at Lcîpsic.
This is tht first churcb in London ta utîlize
electricity for lighting purposes. Tht central
chandelier isfilied with zoo incandescent
pendants, wihle forty additiaaal are distribut-
ed'throughaut tht chnrcb. Tht windows are
muny, large, and stained glass. Thettal
cost cf tht church ivili be $25,ooo.

TNDORE MISSTONARY ('OLLEGE FlUND.
Reported already up ta Jan. i8th - $267-07
W. F. M. S., Seaforth, per Mss. Mc-

Donald...........20.45
Mrs. Cathurine McKtnzie, London 5.00
Mss. Rowat, London 1 .00.
A fricad, Belleville - . - 6.00
Mss. DougaU, Hensali. .

Total . . . . .,S301.12
Te thrcee maaths asked for art now near-

IV up. Tht hast'of these detaihed reports mihi'
be sent în-nextWedaesday, Jas. 31st. MeuitY
rcceîved laie mil be reported -in detail cnhy
ta the Record. "Na Ross.

Brucefleld, Ont., Jan. 26, z894.
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Cbrttan Enbcavor.
BLESZ, TO BLESS. ,tCRlàTIANV

END-ÇAVOR DA Y).

13itv. W. 8.ICTAVIBii, 1B.D., ST. -arORuLt

Feb. 4 iMtit.0;o7 * .38-42, Gen. 12 . 2.

This 1 is Christian Eudeavar day. Our
thoughts naturally turn ta aut Society and as
they do sa our perception must bc duil indccd
if we do net realize that wie have been greatly
blcst. The Sabbatb Scbaol, the Y.M.C.A. and
other kindrcd organizations have naw become
mighty instrumentalities for goad, but tbaugb
theyhave all develaped with astonisbing rapid-
ity, yct we think it may bc safely asserted
that no saciety bas made more marvellaus
pragress than the Christian Endeavor. lit is
only thirteen yea-3 since the first lattie Society
was arganizcd in Portland, Maie. But
there are now about 28,800 sacieties witb a
membersbip ofi ,6oooro. Mare than r,8oo
new societies have been organized since the
convention was held in Montreal. Branches
of thlis saciety are ta be found now in almost
every quarter of the globe. A niissianary in
South India wrote that he had arganizcd
eleven socicties in bis village congregations
there.

But white there bas been a wondcrfully
rapid grawth ini numbers, there bas alsa heen
a beautiful development in the spiritual lite of
many af the members. Many have been led
thraugh thc pledge to sez mare deflnitely
their re.ationship ta the Lard Jesus, ta con.
secrate themselves more unreservcdly ta Mis
service, and ta live mare whally ta Mis glary.
They have acquired clear views af truth and
duty, they bave became better acquainted
witb the Scriptures, tbey bave became mare
beautiful in character, and in life mare earn-
est. Scores of pastars wauld willingly testify
ta this. Wbether we look then at the exter.
mal grawth, or aithte internaI develapment,we
must confess that we ave been blesstd
abundantly.

Why have we been thus blessed ? Cet-
tainly flot that we might boust about out won.
derful progress. Certainly flot because we
deserve ta bc. But ire have heen blessed that
we may be the means ai bîessing ta athers.
lesus toid His disciples thai, inasmnch as
they bad received freely, they shauld give
freeîy. lit we are true Christians wc shall
desire ta sbare aur blessings with others, for,
as Matthew Henry says, '« Truc grace dots
nat wish ta cat its marsel alone.'

How niay we bless others? There is
scaxcely any limit teo the ways in wbich we
may do this if ire are only in earnest about it.
We cannot, of course, heal the sick, dlease
the lepers, raîse the dead, or cast out devais.
But ire need not sigh over the impossible
irben so much ai the possible lies irithin
aur reach. There are many ways in which
vie can, bless others if ot heaits art W%117ing.
We cas make strangers welcame at our'
prayir-mectings and at aur church amrice!,.
There is no doubt that aur churoh bas toit
mixch in the past by iltRlecting this simple
duty. Strangers are mlot likely ta return ta
the place vibere tbey have flot been heartily.
welcomed. Thon ire might invite the care!ess
ta the lbouse of God. Wbat an abundance
of roomta labos bere I We are constantly
reminded that many never darken the cburch
door. Pastors may do samething in the way
of remedvîng thîs cvil. But tht efforts of
paztors are much maore effective when second.
cd by those of a band af consecrated Chris-
tian Endeavorers. Again, we should always
sec ta it that ire coa elel prepai-ed tu the
meetings sO that the exercises may bc bright
and instructive. Wîth tht Bible and so many
other belps ait band there is no excuse for al.
lowing a meeting ta drag. Stîi furtlier, ire
migbt help the sick b y visiting theu or by
sending them little takens ai remembrance.
Haw greatly toa ire migbt bless 'ithers, especi-
ally ministers and missionaries,.by praying for
them 1 We might be like Aarons and Murs
holding up tht hands af Gad's stroggling
worlbmen. IlKind irords can neyer dit."
Then bè it ours ta speak a word of comtort ta
tht afiicted, aif encouragement ta thi down-
cast, af cheer ta thedispirited and i kindness
ta ail.

Tht above are a few cf tht many ways run
which vie wirbave becen blesscd may bleua
others. Other Unes af usefulneýsmIll readily
suggettthemselves ta those viho bavý oycs
tastetand a heatatfeel. "Oh,' tht goodwve
ail may do witie tht days axe going by J'l


