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Nnw that the. Ca.oadian delegates te the rcby
terian Conncil ai Belfast are rcturning, might lt flot
bc well te arrange for a public meeuaeg at a conven
lent date that they might givo an accaunt of thre pro-
ceadings of that important and lofluential assemblage.
Reports more or less fuil have appaarad, but niost cf
themn have been meagre and Inadequate. Even agoc i
report ks ncither se interestlng nor ispiring as the
living voiceocf those who hava particlpatad la tâe pro.
ceedings. Denominational attachment docs nut con-
sist ln disparaging on 's ecclasiasticai neighbours,
but It is a spurlous charlty that affects ta regard ail
alike Such a meeting would stimulate Intercst ln
the Church and the work ln wbich it la engaged. It
may be tahan for granted that a meeting held at a
suitable lime, and addressed by Principals Cavan and
King, Dr. Cochrane and Messis. Croit and Kirkiand
could not possibly bc uninteresting. The bint is here
thrown out gratuitously. We hope It will bc taken
and actad upon.

THE mild shock ofcearthquake that a short time ago
startled Ncw York, portions of New jersey and Long
Island, happaned on a Sabbath. Is it flot suggestive ?
lis the moral significance cf eatbquakes as obscure
as their cause? It occurred in the aftarn.on, when
most of the churchas were closed. No doubt bad the
tremor been fait during the service, thera m;gbt have
been an excitement approacliing te panic in soe
casas. At all avants, thare would bava been ne
sleapers ln churcb that day A littia aarthquake ls a
gond thing If It awakens bearers (romn thair lethargy,
and preachers from becoming dispensera o§'spporlfic
influence. lu a coloured camp-meeting whb!e excite-
nmant is the normal cordition cf t'.tngs, many of the
sable worshippers becama frantic and fled in dismray~.
This ta harmless convulsion bas ln materiaLzed
minds aroused the uncomfortabla suspicion that aven
this soid earth la not quite as solid as they would
iae, and ls wonderfuliy sugge5lhe of the time 'when
"the clements shall melt Vith fervent heat.0

TuERz are t w- ':inds of missionaty baxes. There
Ji tha mlssionary box into which the Sanday.school
childran d--p thair contributions for the sprrad of the
Gospel na-ong the beathen, and thera ls the mission-
ary box Into whir-l are packed maisceilaneous gifts,
chiefly in tia shape of clothing for dwellars in distapt
lands. Against this excallent mode of dolng good
te othars nothing seerus ran bc urgcd. La fact it af-
fords an opportuilty te almost e¶vary or.e of puuiîng.
something igto the box. Fa, eater use might bè
mnade cf the mIsson box than ks now the case. in
maingup sucli boxes somte littie judgnient ks requira.
The contents shouid ha suitable for the purpose for
which they are sent The natives cf distant Lands, it
ia weil known, are unaccountahie ln their tastes, and
for this reason it is just possible tdat dusky dudas
maigbt utihiz a bilimants wbose usatulness was seam-
inglyat an end whan thair doturs parted with thar. It
doas stemi praposterolis te send a shirt front te, Central
Africa, but a mlssionazy has assured us that a stalw=r
nttive net only wure it with pride, but at the sanie
time took forcible possession of a lady's bonnet
which ha .laced jacntily on bis haad. Articles oniy
.iv,,t are useful should be sent, and a great many more
ùf tham. _________

TUE eccentrlc ex-profassor cf Greek ln Edinbu-.gh
University bas ln bis nid days hast none cf the cour.
age with which ha bolds bis convictions. Whatever
the vagarias in which hmt bas icmmetimes lndulged, ha
L. been unwavaring la bis admiratiln for the martyrs
and bercs of the Scottish ca3venant. In tha rastored

cathedral cf 3t. Giles a memorial tablet ta, Janle
Hannab, D.D., for five yemr dean cf that hist.ric
cathedral, cammntoratlng the tact that Ilhb wus thse
firit and the last who read the Service Book ln tbat
Chur.- This bas rousedl the perfcrvld ganlus of John
Stuart IJiaclde, wbo bas wrltten a plthy papes te a
Scotch magazine on the subject. lie proposes plac.
ing on the pâlir opposite te that bearlng the Hannais
entablature a shnit'- meniento conta1n'ýg thre f allai-
Ing Inscription

lut oemory ei ~jame jenny Geddcs, oi Mean, wbo, on the
'33"d 12Y of JulY. 1637, lu tItis Place, cniPhatlcaflY and tri.
umplantly proested against the usurtion ef codesiasical
functions by te secular power. Ths anieortal li; crectcd
by paîaîotît admiscrs ci the Covenu.taui, who lita ta
siioother but tot more manly limes.
The sigbt cf t'.e Hàinab niemorlal tabiet net only
rou.-ed the uns tic e vour cf the ganial professoir-lt
aise stirred hi, puitic muse te produce tia felicit-
ing .

Tc Dm41 J&NN'V u.KXb"$
Dean llvonsh 1-WVcll, au Shalcesp=ie mali, soea men
Hiava gr<atunts t upon tbem ; hae rou stand
Io ltered brais &Il bdihjth blatoned, whers
The noble dame witb four iegged stool in band
Whbo covered you wiîh borrowed glory, pas
Urnnamed, unnoticed 1 Let who wiii comnend
Cassocksanmd copes, chants, liturgies and masses,
I. witb Scotch hicaxt, my atout Scotch kncc wUll bcn
Te none but that brave She, who taised the aigu
Of atout revoit against high.banded raie,
And, mailed in îroof Of 0 eopas rigbt divine,
Miade crown an cinzier 'luci te four-legged stool,
Tint rtevermor or priait or prince migbt dare
Down Scotlaud's throat to thxtu a rinted prayer.

FUNERAL RRFORM.

AMONG tha rnany maaninglass tyrannies of con-
ventionality, iavlsh and costly faue.als ara among

thermost apparent. Tha absnrdity and wlckedness cf
much cf thse axpenditure connected itd themin s con-
ccded on ail aides, and yat sucb a patent thing ls
frihion that Little or ne effort is madle ta brlng about
an obvieus and much-naeded reforni.

WVei- to-do familles have their resources taxed Ul
ana of their mambers bau bean caflad away. Re-
trenchment ln expanditure hs necessary te make op

a fashionable fanerai. Wbat must lt ba I the case
of bard worlng and respectaVe ma-hanics and adier

Iwho find that rigid economý must bea dally and
a constant toractIca Il th"y are te enjoy tha ordlnary
comforts of H%1e and te hive honastly. To diern a
iingaring llns k a double sorrait. Mach might ha
donc if not te save tha imperllad. Iif, at ail events te
alleviata sufférlnc. and smooîb lise passage to, the
grave, bad thay tha means , but their means are
iimited ýnd thair dasiras to henefit the sufferert are
oftan unfulfihlad. The end comas. Death bas donc
lis work, and the saddenad home bas an addlîional
burden naediassiy placed upon il, by tha tyrannous
dictatas cf fashion.

Relatives and friands arc gcnerallywiiling to behelpful
ln the tinte cf trial.. It would be shamcfui were It
otherwlse Thon comas the lavlsb display cf ghastly
fan"ra decoration, from thse castly coffin wltb is chaap
tirasal, the baxbaric crape, the couventiiinal mourxsing
attire, and ail the artificlal display cf the trappings cf
woe possible. Thse average funeral cf dia day is at
variance witb good faste, which ln times cf deep dis.
trcQglk always simple and unosterntatiou, It ls ne
evhec of respect for the memory of the dead and
esteeni for Uic living te maire a fanerai procession as
naariy as possible a histrionic spectacle. As long as
there is a desira for vulgar display, these barbarous
fanerai customs ulil continua. la country districts the
respectability o! tha fanerai la somatimes estimted by
thc nuniber of vahiclas lu tbhý procession.

TLe rellgious exerclses ln cennactlon with fanerais are
It ks .* bc fearad te soe extent responsible for dia
hbad taste and expensivenass cf exing funeral cils.
toms. 0f course a faithful minister wll avad hlmaself'
cf avery opportanlty cf reching the gospel Itik
fitting flat the consolations cf religion r=cive pro.
nainance on such occasions. Hait oftan ara chasc
reflgions services lookéd upon as a necassar part cf
tha fùncal cmony, i fact as neesrya h
gorgeons hearse La which theenains of the deceased
are borne ta the grave. Then the temptation te ex-
travagant eulogy of dia virtues of thse deccased and an
unwarrantedl anticipation ,of the final judgmaat is
cne whhch soe preachers cf funerai sermons bave
considerable dlfficulty in resistlng. Thechiefreason
why se many fanerais taire place on Sabbath ks bc-

cause a uarger procession can bc bad an that raiher
than on any other day.

The princlp'tIl difficutty ta secuting ttfomn tu out
burlal customs. . -à la malctng a haginning. Thaso ln
humbler clrcmstances ci 111e canneotse effectively take
tho Initiative. It requires courage te break tkie bonds
of castom. Woiklng people are not lacking ia courage,
but their efforts might bc misundcrstood. It niigbt be
imputed te itant cf proper feeling and respect for thea
memMr of dia dead, te hava a plain fanerai, or it
mijbt bc attrlbuted te stinginess, imputations people,
especally ln chair clrcamnstances, do not lke te Incur.
Those occupying more praminrent social apheres bave
lt la cheir powt te bring atbout a much-needed te-
forma la the manner cf burying the dcad. Lot a few
such bave lntermenu conducted with a moeerte and
decorous simpiicity, and ntany others wouW c~ hoound
wiilng tefollow thehr exarpie. Christian priacipla and
Christian feeling alike counitenance dia commit.
ing cf "tarth te carth and dust te dust" itd be.
coming rearerence and slnspliclty.

ONTARIO TRACRRRS' COUI PRNION.

THE people of Ontario arc justly prend cf their ss

cfficency arc ithat they are te-day, and baere obtain-
log the general recognition tbey nawenjoy, dia pu,.JIc
scheals cf Canada evoked popular enthusiasm. Tbey
were ne douht Irequently spoken afi lu th language of
exaggeraticn and peraans whose faculsy ci discrimina.
tion wasbynoeansacutemighthava been ledtebeleve
that the systamt as it was thirty years ago liait attalnad
perfection. In diese days tiere hi happily Jasa sern-
slivness te criticiana cf educational metbods. The
people are proud of thair public schcols, but it would
bc a besiafit te dieu cause af sound eýucation if dia
people weuld taka a more general intucest than 13 yet
the case

Whan a achool entertalnment tairas place, or dia
statedt public examination is held, a limited number cf
the relatives of the pupils and a fair aspirants te pub-
lic office mnay tura out, but the number af thasa in-
terastad la the real work af the public schools is far
toc limited. It la well chose more deeply Intercted
la the prcgresa ofaeducation areanot setndifferent. The
school teachera cf the Province taire an activa and self-
denying Intereat la their honuurable professIon. The
caunty associations dirougbout untarto are iteil sus-
talned and are doing mach taawaken and su.stalnpubic
lnterest la the important work hn which they are en-
gaged. The Annuai Provincial Convention af teachers
la yeatly giowing in influence and importance The
numarous papars prepared an educatoa matbods,
and thea free, full and able discussions diey evoke, be=
conclusive evidence cf tise zeal with ithich dia teachars
are hnspIred. It speaks iteIl for thir enchnsiasm in
thcir work that they chcerfully sacrifice a portion af
thair wail.earned hoidays dhat they may meet te cen-.
suit and devise rmures for thea more efficient dis-
charge af their every day dutias.

The meeting cf dia Provincial Association la
Tarante Last veek w=s ana cf dia bast yet fid. A
namber of Important aubjects itare subrnltted for dis-
cussion, la which dia mambers took a lively Intarest
on dia subjects discusiad ctera itas nat jr. au cases
unanimity of vicit, bat thse discussion aras botdi nde-
pendent and tisorougis, wite dhfférences af opinion
in ne dcgrec impaircd the kindly feeling diat prevaffle
fram firat te Laut

The fermai routine of praceedare itas agrcaaily
diversified. by varion;s attractions, the first being dia
conversâzione, nndar dia auspices of dia art class.
Important addrasses itare delivered at successive
meetings by Mr. 1. L. Hughes, inspecter of Toronto
public schools. the Hon. G.W. Rass, Ontario Minister cf
Edtzcation, and Principal Grant cf Qteen's UJniversity.
Tise Prasident cf thse Association dellve:red a cern-
prahensîve and dhoaghtful addrass, many points cf
which mu.st commend themselves te dia friands of
education diroughaut dhe country. Hiniself a practical
educator, ba did net disdaîn te enter into minute de-
tanhs respecting the purpose and modes cf educational
workc.

Mr. Ross itas especially clear and Sound on the dis-
tlnctive work cf tb.0 commontsachools. It ks becornlng
ait thea more obvions that aesstem of State education
must hava for its principal o~tthe equlpment, as far
as possible, for dhe 'orir cf Lifle a=d dia datiez cicitiran.
jaip. Iu main work musttherafor ue principaUy con-
finedto a thoroagis btranlnh tise ele=etary hrancst
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