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TIMIE EXTEA DE.

I order to accomniodaie a nuinber who have not
yet compiete-I their clubs, we have decided to extend
the timie Vo rH F îst FEBRUARY NEXT. A good deal
may yet bc donc, and we urge friends to make in
effort, cspecially in congregations where THiE PRES-
IIYTERIAX has few or no readers.

LOOK AT LABEL

on this copy of your paper's, and if you find that the
figures do flot indicate 31st December, 1881, kindly
remit at once, and thus bicome entitled to the beauti-
fui engraving, " God's Word," which is sent to al
subscribcrs paid uap tili the end of this year. If it
shouid happen that your label tells a tale of rerniss-
ness or carelessncss in paying your indebtedness for
your Church paper-shews you to be in arrears for
TWO, FOUR, OR Six YEARS-let flot a day pass without
niaking remittance to balante account, and payment
for a )-car in advance. Don't meanly ailow your
paper to go unpaid for )'ears, ànd then pay up and
stop. This is scarcely " doing unto others as you
would bc donc b%,»

THE SUPPORT 0F THE POOR%.
Nanwand sparsely peopled country like Canada
teeoughtt bbua coniparatively smaii num-

ber who really nced to be suîpported by public cbarity.
0f course there will aiways be some, even in the most
prosperous communities, wlio, without any fault of
their-own or of their natural protectors, are in this
condition of dependence; but with usaîl who are really
in this condition might bc easily and amply provided
for. The vicious and improvident, or their cbildren,
are what constitute the greater portion of the burden,
as they are always the most. exacting in their demands
and the most dissatisfied with their treatment. 0f
course even thes;e cannot- bc allowed to starve, and
they know it. Every no'w and then the cry is accord-
ingly raised that a poor rate ought to be ievied, and
that the whoie mater ought to be taken out of the re-
gion of charity,ànel made one of legai obligation. It wilI
bc a sad day for Canada wben this course is adopte. e

for ail experience goes to shew that nothing is more
cfficient as a pauper-maker than legai provision for

1 the support of the poor. h may be that, as things are
at present, sorne escape faom what might be called
their proper share of this burden. If they do, it is to
their oivn loss;, and ini leanness of seul they meet with
their own appropriate purishment. Tt would be an
imputation tipon the religieus character and spiritual
vitality of any Christian corigregat*on to suppose iL
eitl'er unable or unwilling te attend to the wants of its
own poor. Nor does it savour of Phariseeism to add
that the heavier pari of the work of attending to the
necessities of those cutside the C-hurch mtust aiso fal
upon the followers of Christ. It bas always done so,
and il is doing se nov. The 'vork has been peculiarly
Christian in its character and origin, for, spite of ail
th t men may say to the contrary, iL is to the direct
and indirect influences of Christianity that the legai
and voiuntary provision for the poor owes ils verv ex-
istence as well as the larger portion of its extent and
power. Takc away ail the charity that in one way or
other flows from the teaching, of the wonderful Prophet
of Nazareth, and il will enly be a very poor residuum
whîch wili be left. To say, indeed, that Christians are
ail doing their duty in this respect would be wiidiy be-
yond the mark, but to affirin that they arc doing aimost
ail that is being even attemptecf is aiso too evident
to be effectively gainsaid. Even in Canada, however,
there is plenty of roomn for the fult exercise of this
grace, and need for more being donc than has yet been
acconiplishcd ; not, however, in indiscriminate giv-
ing, but in ready sympathy, careful inquiry, and wisc
as iveil as prompt liberaiity. Clamorous mendicants
wil flot easily suifer or starve. rhe difficuity lies flot
with îhemn but with the modest, the retiring and the
self-respecting, who will do anythirig rather than beg,
and whon', a littHo timeiy heip and sympathy might
strengthen and cornfort and save. WilI our readers
ex,-ue %s if "-e ask 'vhether or flot they are doin- ail
thcy can, and ail they ougbî, in this good work ?

TUE H, EEK 0F PRA VER.

T HE ;veek of prayer at the bt'ginning of() the year,
which has now becomne soiiied;inghike an institu:

ion, lias again nearly closed, aid iL is to be hoped thiat
it lias been a season of refreshing thse world over, the
results of ;vhich will be feit in biessing for flot only
d.sys, but weeks and monthis and years teorne. No
spirituaily-minded person would es-er think ofobjecting
to such spec'al seasons of devotion, or would ever for a
mriment doubt about the certainty cf full and over-
flowing answers being vouchsafed te such united sup-
plications. If even two are encouraged te look with
perfect confidence for gracieus returns te prayer
unitedky presented, shall ot the mighty comipany, net
easily numbered, eut of many a kindred and people
and tongue who have for these past days been meet-
ing at the throne cf grace, with confession-,, supplica-
tions and giving cf thanks have a like fuli confidence
and a proportionateiy encouragring response ? To
think otherwise would be a practical sur render of al
conlidence in the efficacy cf prayer, and in that would
be invoived the surreîîder cf aIl that is really valuable
in our faith and ail that is really comrforting and en-
couraging in our hope. God, our own God, really and
truly, hears and answers prayer. Alas! for dite in-i
dividual or the church where this is practically ignored
though stili in theory retained as among the îhings
most surely behieved, and among the priviieges most
earnestly improved. Where the thcory even has been
surrendered it is net a case cf spiritually dying, but
simply one of spiritual death.

Whiie ail this, however, is regarded by every pro-
fessing Christ 'ian as amaong the most evident of com-
monplaces, may there flot be the possibility, unlcss
great watchfuiness is exercised, of such a fixed scason.
of speciai supplication degenerating into a form, or on
the other hand cf its coming te be regarded as of
peculiar sigrnificance annd value, so nthat when ;-it ha

ail, and it wouid be uncharitable in no common de-
grec, and in many instances very wide of the mark,
to say that in ail such cases this neglect arose from a
species of languor and spiritual deadness prevailing in
these communities or congregations. I nsome instances
this may have been the case. In others it is no doubt
very different. The subjects suggested for each day
of thc past week are very appropriate for ail thc year
round, and it will not be well if they are flot made
subjects for unitcd supplication, not only for the first
days of the ycar, but for ail the rest. Wc shouid hope
tliat vcry many, in their private and family devotions
as well as in the more public îneetings, joined cor-
diaily in the course suggested by the Evangelical Al-
liance. But it will be better and more biessed stili if
there be increaàingiy estabiished the worid over, a
concert of prayer, flot for one week merely, but for
every week; when men and women, everywhere and
at ai times, shahl;ft up hol) hands without wratli or
doubting ; when every season shall be one of special
supplication, and the revival and the blessing shalibe
as continuous as they are precious and indispensable.

It will be matter for gladness and gratitude indeed
if this be the case with ail Christ's people and ail His
churches during 1881 ; if an ever-growing number
have to say, il may be with wonder, it certainly will
be with joy, " There have been those who have been
praying for us, and the Lord has been graciousiy an-
swering, their petitions as we know and feel this day ;

if, flot by spurts of excitement, but by the steady glow
of living faith, of ardent affection, and of changed
spiritual.ézed lives, the moral miracles of heaiing be-
corne ever more numerous and ever more striking
andi unquestionabie ; if the whoie tone of thought
and sentiment become more and more elevated and
purified ; and if even those who have not themselves
been partakers of the biessing have in the presence
of such transformations-so wondrous and s0 unques-
tionable-to acknowiedge that their usuai theories are
at fauit in accounting for the phenomena, whie the
practical good produced is, they must confess, as cvi-
dent as it is influentiai and excellent. After ail, the
mgral miracles of healing are the xightiest and most
satisfactory. The changcd heart and' the forsaken
sins are of far more significance thian crutches cast
aside at any miracle-working shrine, or than pads and
bandages hung up as votive offerings and ocular
proofs that visitors fromn the other worid have at par-
ticular places and in particular circumstances shewn
tbemselv es mighnty in working physical changes, if not
in producing spiritual vitality and heaith, and filling
the soul with light and peace. Whcîher or flot the
power of physical heaiing is stili to be reckoned on as
part of the instrumentality vouchsafed to Christ's
Church for the gathering in of Christ's people and for
their uphoiding in the faith %%e shall not say. Weil
authentica'ted cases of such heaiing in post.-apostolic
days are still evident desiderata. But about the
moral miracles there can be no doubt whatever, and
in the presence of these, and with such indefinitely
multipiied, we can weil leave the speculations
about the other to rest in the meantirne in abeyance
under the full conviction that the recorded doings of
the Lady of Lourdes or the cures of Springfield or
Marmedorf or Boston or half a dozen of other such
places have no such power to silence the gainsayer or
to give rest to those who are tossed about and flot
comforted, as the sight of spiritual madmen,
clothed and in their right mind at the feet of Christ ;
the darkened life made bright and beautiful, and the
hopeless, aimless soul a veritable partaker of that
which serves it as an anchor entering in within the
veil, and ali-sufficient to make it ride out in safety the
mightiest spiritual tempest that ever ble. John Fos-
ter remarks in one place that when a man was able to
ring the great bell of the u4ivcrse it was a clear sign
that the sermon coming "4ê>as certainlyworth listen-
ing to. The misery is that thé so-called beli.ringing at
Lq urdes and other places- has ushered in no sermon

[JANtJAI'y 7kh, ibt 1

. .... 0 1


