
THE LIFE BOAT.
VOL.I. MONTREAL, APRIL, 1852. N.1.

I TO TIIE PATRONS 0F THE LIFE BOAT.

MY YOUNG FRENDs,-With an
honest desire to aid you in your war-
fare against the most formidable and
ruinous of the many vices which pre-
vail in the world, 1 have consented to
assume the charge of this modest little
Magazine. It is intended, as you
may have ohserved in the PROSPECTUS,

to array itself against the causes which
promote intemiperance. These causes
1 hold to be primarily the manufac-
ture and sale of intoxicating drinks;
for while it may wvith propriety be
sail1 that the usages of society con-
tribute to the production of intem-
perance, yet these usages or customs
are the effeots 1e4ýtimatcly fiowing
fromn the manufacture and sale. 1
ava quite aware that, sorne one wiil
immediately turn round and say, that
the production of thcse liquors is
consequent; upon the dernand which
the comxnunity makes for thern. -But
a single remark wvi1 sýt1e the ques-
tion ; and as 1 hold it always wise to
put the.saddle upon the right horse,
wc must at starting endeavor to find
out wvhich is the right horse: it is
then clear to me, tliat where mcn have
neyer knowni ardent spirits the wvant
of thern is not fclt. In sàch a con-
dition of society the want would never

be feit; therefore, in order to, mrate
the ivant, the vcry first step must be
the introduction of the liquors. 1
think you will all agree with me.
Now then, if the want does not exist
where the drinks are unknown, it
becomes the business of those who
contend for liberty te make and te
selI, te prove that their introduction
is a benefit. If they caa do this, we
must yield; if they cannot, then we
are bound to use ail our endeoavors te,
prcvent both the manufacture and the
saie.

The Temperance Reformation is
now acknowlcdgcd te be "'a great
fact, " and we trust it wiil soon be a
gyreater one still. The signs of the
tinies ia reference therete are of the
niost chccring character. It wilI, be
my care hereaftcr te preduce ia the
pqges of the Lrrn BoAT a brief but
comprehensive account of the risc,
progress, and prospects of this great
and good enterprise. At present 1
intend te give yen my ewn ideas of
the aspcct it presents te the world.

'Once upon a time, and withia zny
recollection, the temperance idea as
cxhibited by the total abstinence
plcdge was decmcd seaselcss, ridicii-
lous, immoral, unscriptural, &c., and
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