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book, which is intended as “#a gaide to farmers
young and old” Tt contains practical information
in regard to buying and leasing a farm,—when and
where to Luy,~~commencing operations—key-note
of practical farming,—fences and furm,—buildings,
farming implements,—drainage and tile-making,—
ploughing,—subsoiling, tienching, and pulverizing
surface soil, — manures,—rotation of crops, —root
crops,—forage crops,—live stock, including cattle,
horses, sheep, swine, poultry, &c., with winter
management, feeding, pasturing, soiling, &c., with
directions for medical and surgical treatment of the
same,—the dairy in all its departments,—uscful
tables for farmers, gardeners, &c., &c.

The work is to be sold by subscription. Agents
wanted every here. Parties wishing to scll the
book, are to address the publishers, E. B. Treat &
Co,, 654 Brondway, New York., We should be glad
to see “ The Handy Book of Husbandry” exten-
sively circulated among the farmers of Canada.

Tae PouLtry Bunremix—We lave received the
firet number of o periodical with the above fitlc,
issued at New York in the interest of the New York
State Poultry Society. It is a modest, ncat quarto
of cight pages, and is intended not only to treat of
poultry matters, but of “pet stock” generally, as
pigeons, rabbits, song-birds, ponies, dogs, fish breed-
ing, &c. The first number contains valuable articles
on breeding for points, roup, influence of the cock,
transportation of egg> for hatching, &c., together
with a large number of advcrtisements.  Subscrip-
tion, one dollar & year, to be sent to the truiner of
the N. Y. P. S, Box 316, New York City.

Che Jaym,

ZEL ROOT.

To the Editor of the ONTARIO T ARMER 1
Sir, — As some of your readers are fastidious
enough to complain that there is too much theory
and not sufficient practical articles on Agriculture ]
in your journal, I have concluded upon giving!
them one which may prove interesting to most '
farmers reading your monthly journal, who possess
the desire to turn cvery operation to the best ac-
count connected with their farms—for I hold that it
is almost ne -t to useless for & man to look for!
prosperity, unless he has an eye to the success of
everything going on around him—for to succeed |
with one operation on his farm, and to lose by !

farming community, I would wish;to ask them, and
more especially those who have spoken to me of the
paucity of the @ practical articles * in your journal
on farming, at whose door that sin lics, if it be one ?
Or, in other words, on whom does the culpability
rest? Certainly, I should say, not altogcether on
you, as editor, for they cannot s.. :1y expect that all
practical articles should emanate from youw, or be
concocted in your samctum : but let me ask any
complaners if all practice s not grounded upon
theory ? Has not the mind first to plan what the
hand is to bring to maturity? If some of your
readers want more practical avticles, why do they
not furnish communications to your journal? It
is greatly to be lamented that there should always
have been a dewsth in every Agricultural paper that
has appeared in this Province of practical and use-
ful communications from farmers themsclves,—and
why, let me ask, should this be so ?  IMor although,
doubtless, there ae many who do not possess the
ability to frame articles of sufficient merit fer pub-
lication in your journal, it is cqually plain there
are hundreds, aye, thousauds, posscssed of both
education and ability sufficient to cnable them to
contribute once in o, while, creditable and useful
articles, grounded on their own and on their neigh-
bor's cxperience; and, I may safely add, that any
number may be fourd equally, and even far better,
qualified than I am, to write on such subjects.
What a contrast, in this respect, do we find exist-
ing in the Unite« States! It is not many years
since I was one day in personal commaunication
with Mr. Tucker, of Albany, when that intclligent,
energetic and sincere friend of Agriculture told

me that he had, at that moment, more voluntary
matter from subceribers to his paper (Alban:r Culti-
vator) lying in his desk than he could possibly in-
sert during the next six months! and this, too, at a
period when I well know that it was a rare thing
for the Cnadimn Ag.iculturist to have a voluntary
contribution once a month! Why, Mr. Editor,
should there be such a wide difference between the
two communitics? Let us, however, hope for

I better things, and that the effect of Agricultural

education with the rising youth of the country may
be generative of more satisfuctory results in the
future than we can boast of in the past! And now,
having been led away, very unintentionally, to a

! greater length on this subject than I had intended

at starting, I will, as bricfly as possible, say my say
on the superior benefit durivable from the cultiva-
tion of the mangel-wurtzel for both fattening and
milking cattle, as well as for sheep, in comparison
with the turnip. In the fisst place then, I am con-
vinced and ready to prove that from four to five
hundred bu hels more of the former can be raised to
the acre than there can be of the latter—cach crop

another through want of foresight or skill which, 1"! having the same treatment in every respect, and I
am sorty to say, is too much the case in this coun. ! {yl]yIirIxtcnd, M T can Ituy ';‘Y hand 01“ the p:}bl%cu'.}
trv. i . m0td ton I have in view, to show to the sceptical, i
)18 by no means profitable or sutisfactory. But, there be such, where ‘and when it bas been done in
sir, before T proceed to comment on the value of

this country. But I have, myself, known in Tng-
the root, named at the head of this article, to the | land, a nobleman’s steward who, on & ten acre piece
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