
REGINÂLD ROSS.

Il have just left him,' she said. q
lier colour deepened a littie as shee
spoke. Something in lier tenes caueedc
him slightly te cloud hie brows, as
thougli frem. a vague perplexity. Hie
face grew eomewhat paler, and lie
took one or twe steps nearer te where
she stood.

' Ah 1' e uddenly exclaimed Elolse,
wliile tuirni.ng an abrupt roSy-red. II
believe you have begun te guess My
secret before I've teld you a word of
it. Here, give me botli of your liande.'
Se speaking ehe glided up te him, and
oeized both of hie passive bande in
both of lier own. 'LIt wus ail settled
te-riiglt We are engaged te be mar-
ried, Alfred and I. Lt seeme se funny
to eall him "IAlfred." You like him,
àD you net i know yeu do, by the

Wlite way in which yeu treat him.
But then, everybody mua like him-

1 tliink lie bas ne sucli incommodity
as an enemy, A nd you're pleased,
are you not 1 Well, if you are, tel
nie se.'$ She was shaking each of hie
bande ln an impulsive, intimate mani-
ner, while a very fulil and pretty emile
bloomed on her blusliing face.

Reginald neyer remembered after-
ward how lie beliaved at thie criais.
Hie believes it meet probable that he
acquitted himself witli decent self-
possession. But the ordeal did not
last long, for a littie while lster Mre.
Ros appeared in the hall, and Eloise,
deserting him, ram coyly toward lier
guardian with the important intelli-
gence.

Reginald slipped away after this.
lie went upetaire inte bis own roem,
and, locking the door, threw himself
within a chair. An heur passed
wliile lie eat thue in the almeet utter
darkness of bis chamber, but it did
net seem te him longer than five
Minutes before lie at lengtli rose and
struck a liglit. Looking at hie watch,
he premaptly lef t the room and went
-downsteni. through the sulent lieuse.
-Ail the family, including Wallace
Willard ' had evidently retlred for the
niglit; but on reaching thé servante'
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uarters lie found them stili occupied,
,nd was enabled to give some low
irdere te the head groom, with whom
Le held converse in a certain gloomy
>assage-way. Then lie paesed upste.ire
gain te his own room.

Hie now packed a portmanteau with
i few needful article&. An heur or
io later lie threw himself on the bed,
hiaving left hie liglit atill burning. Hie
remembered that lie ouglit to lea-ve a
Eew limes, to hie mother, in some way
accounting for bie intended departure
the next morning. But he waz in-
capable of xnaking the effort that
sucli an act would have required.
Besides, lie could write on reaching
New Y)ork. Hia iamp burned on,
and the niit gfrew. But thougli hie
eyes often closed, lie did net sleep.
Semetimesl a f aint sigli eecaped him;
sometimes lie stared fixedly at the
opposite walI for many moments;
sometimes lie lay witli lowered eye-
lids ; sometimes he moved hie head in
painful restiessnees from aide te side.

But flnally, at a very late, or rather
a very early, heur, sleep overmastered
him. And during thie eleep lie was
visited by a etrange dream-by what
many people would, perbaps unhesi-
tatingly, call a vision, holding the old
marvel-suggesting word as more perti-
nent te the present circumstanoes than
any maturai physicalexplanations. Hie
wae lying on* the lounge in the sitting-
room. dewnstairs. The windows were
ehaded from the outer sune8hine ; the
pale natting, the ruge, tlie bamboo
furniture, the graceful surrounding
ormaments, were ail dimly evident te
him. iPresently hie mother appeared
at hie aide. «'Does your ankie pain
you much now, Reginald V' she ten-
derly aeked, and lier hand began te
amooth hie hair while ehe spoke.
' No,' lie answered ; ' net at ail.' And
then bis mother murmured, in the
moat maturai of voices, whilehbe seemed
te f eel only a vague hall-surprise at
lier words : ' Eloise le coming home
this morning, you know, wlth your
brother Julin-' Almeet imme-


