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derful tact of its President and Vounder, IDr. Clark, thiat it lias not beeti
shiornl of its locks long ere this.

These days are not gotne, stili rie find people whio eithier wilfully or ig-
norantly injure the society by giving to thie public wrong impressions of
its princil)les and mnetliods. It seeins niecessary, thierefore, to iterate and
reiterate certain gyreat principles of Christian En ideavor, in order thiat its
nature and design niay bc properIy understood.

1. Tl first siateient I wishi to mnake iii tliis connection is, TIwt the
Christian Endeavor Society is essentiaiiy a 1par)t of' thte C/turc/. It seemls
nece8sary to re-affiriu this principle, because of statenients that are continu-
ally being made to the contrary in magazines and othier publications. Arti-
cle 9 of the Model Constitution of the Young People's Society of Christian
Endeavor, reads as f ollows :-" Th~îe Society beinig a part of the Chiurchi, the
pastors, deacons, eiders. Sunday-scmool superintendents, slhal be ex-offlciis
hionorary nenibers. Any difficuit qjuestion inay be laid bef ore thcrn for ad-
vice." A ChIristianl Endeavor Society cannot corne inito existence in any
Presbyteri-an Chiurcli -vitliout thie consent 0£ Spssion. Apart froni the
Chiurch it lias no existence. If any Society should violate thiLis fundaniental
article, it is îîot in accord Nwithi truc Chiristianl Enideavor principles, and
shioild not be cons,,ideredl as Nvorthy of the naine. This organization, by its
very constitution, is more closely identified w'ithi the ainis, interests and workz
of tlie Cliurcli than anY othier body. Lt is more closely allied to thie Chiurchi
and under its supervision thian is the Suuiday-school or the Ladies, Aid So-
ciety, or thie Woni's Foreign Missionary Society. IT, is pledgred by its
constitution to furthier iii every possible w'ay thec intcrests of the Chiurchi,
and to be entirely subordinate to lier mandates.

An erroneous idea upon the principle already enunciated lias givenl risc
to niuch writingY and tallking( upon Christian Endeavor, wliichi is entircly
uncalled for and unfair to the Society. An articl- appeared some tiîne ago
iii a leadincg religious journal upon tliis subject thiat inay be takzen as a fair
sanîple of suci iniisconceptions. Thiese have arisen frorn thie error of sup-
posinig tlîat tlic Clhristian Endeavor Society is a iemii-independent orgyaniza-
tion. Thie writer, wviie saying mnany good things about thie nioveient,
falls into soîne egregious erors because lie lias failed to recognize the prin-
cîple already laid dowîî. I-le says :-"1 Stifl tlîcre is no disguising the fact
t.lîat thc Endeavor Societies are nîoviing farthier froin the cliuirches anîd
nearer to the stand of absoluite inidep)endenlce." It lias beeîî niy privilege to
attend nianyv Christiani Endeavor conventiona, local, provincial and inter-
national, and withoutL exception, the greatest emiphasis lias always been laid
ii1)0n tlie necessity of thie society being loyal to tlie individual cliuirch of
ývhiclî it is a part. I have lîid a wide eNpcericncec witlî Societies and thiejr


