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of a large by a small body, but nothing, it
appears, was too difficult for true patriots,
who desired to place their country in the most
favorable light. Accordingly we find Messrs.
Thompson, O’Connor and Smith explaining
away and smoosthing the failure of the attack
gntil in their skilful hands, the affuir almost
assumes the character of a victory. Mr
O'Connor contends that the enemy must not
be permitted to claim 2 victory because cir-
cumstances “concurred to render it nearly
smpnssible to drive him from his cowmardly
stronghold.” Instead of one hundred and
eighty, Dr. Smith places two thousand five
hundred men within the Mill, although it is
difficult to imagine how so many men could
be packed in 2 building fifty by thirty-six feet
—[considering that there were two storics to
the Mill, this would be somewhere about an
allowance of one and 2 half feet to each indi-
vidual] As the account which has been
Jjust given is necessarily imperfect, a despatch
from Colonel Williams to Sir George Provost,
is added, which will be found to be detailed
and perhaps more satisfactory.

From Licutcnant- Colonel Williams to Sir &
Prevost.

La Colle, March 18, 1814.

Str,—I beg leave to acquaint you, that Thave
Jjust received from Major Iandeock, of the
13th Regiment, commanding at the block-
house on La Colle river, a report, stating that
the out-posts on the road from Burtonville and
La Colle mill, leading from Odell-town, were
attacked at an early hour yesterday morning
by the enemy in great force, ¢illected from
Plattsburgh and Burlington, under the com-
wand of Major-General Wilkinson. The at-
tack on the Burtonville road was soon over,
when the enemy <hewed themselves on the
yoac from the mill that leads direct to Odell-
town, where they drove in a piquet stationed
in advance of La Colle, about a mile and a half
distant ; and soon afler the encmy established
a battery of three guns (12-pounders) in the
wood. With th's artillery they began to fire
on the mill, when Major Handcock, hearing of
the arrival of the flank companies of the 13th
Regiment at the block-house, ordered an at-
tack on the guus; wiih, however, was not
successful, from the wond being so thick and
80 filled with men. Soon after, another op-

portunity presented itself, when the Canadian
Grenadier Company, and a company of the
Voltigeurs, attempted the guns; but the very
great superiority of the enemy’s numbers, hid
in the woods, prevented their taking them,

I have to regret the loss of many brave and
good soldiers in these two attacks, and am
particularly sorry to loose the service, for a
short time, of Captain Ellard, of the 13th Re-
giment, from being wounded while gallantly
leading his company. The encmy withdrew
their artillery towards night-fall, and retired,
towards morning, from the mill, taking tha
road {o Odell-town.

Major Handcock speaks in high terms of
obligation to Captain Ritter, of the Frontier
Light Infantry, who, from his knowledge of
the country, wasof great benefit. The marine
detachment, under Licutenants Caldwell and
Barton, the Canadian Grenadier Company,
and the company of Voltigeurs, as well as all
the iroops employed: the Major expresses
himself in high terms of praise for their con-
duct, so honourable to the service.

Mcjor Handcock feels exceedingly indcbted
to Captain Pring, R.N,, for his ready and
prompt assistance, in mooring up the sloops
and gun-boats from Isle au Neix, to the en-
trance of the La Colle river, the fire from
which was so destructive. Lieutenants Cas-
wick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were most
actively zcalous in forwarding two guns from
the boats, and getting them up to the mill.

To Major Handcock the greatest praise is
due, for his most gallant defence of the mill
against such superior numbers; and [ earnestly
trust it will meet the approbation of his ex~
cellency the Commandcr-in-chicfof the Forces.
L have the honour to transmit a list of the
killed and wounded of the British : that of the
cnemy, from all accounts I can collect from
the inhabitants, must have been far greater.

I have the honor to be, &c,,
Witiayn Wintiaxs,
Licut.-Col. 13th Reg,,
commanding at St. John's,
List of killed, wounded, and missing, in action

at La Colle will, on the 30th March, 1814,

11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 suhal-
tern, 1 sergeant, 43 rank and file, wounded ;
£ rank and file missing.

Note—1 Indian warrior killed, 1 wounded.

R, B. l1axpcock, Major,



