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think certainly for our grandchildren.  Indeed, we
should not wonder if, by the time our grandchildren
come to college, a new edition of the Song-Book,
were required, for we learn that it is confidently ex-
pected that bcfore vory long the first proots of the pro-
jected edition are expected,

Inall seriousness, though we know that the Song-
Book committee has met with many formidable und
unexpected difficultics, we trust that not an hour's
unnecessary delay will now occur before the publi
cation of the book.

Finally, it is with unfeigned regret that we take
leave of our readers, thanking them for their interest
in our journal, and reminding them, that though
editorial boards may come and may go, the Fonrer-
NIGHILY looks to them, among others, to enable it
to go on prosperously for many years to come.  .\nd
our last word must be one of most sincere and hearty
thanks to the comparatively few, but all the more
valued, friends and contributors, to whose eflicient
and ready assistance the ForrxiGhrey owes in great
measure whatever of success it may, during the present
vear, have obtained.

The ForrNicarLy will next year be under the
management of the following Board :

Editorial staff' :-—

R. T. Mullin, Law '96; \V, Mowatt, B.A., Med.
'96; I. C. Robertson, Arts 96; Wm. MacDougall,
Sc.'y6: Winuna Pitcher. Donalda ‘96 ;5 Harry Dell,
Comp. Mcd. ‘96,

Business Board :—

J. A Cleland, Arts ‘g7 ; W, Proderick, Med. y6;
R. A/ Bell, Sc. "97; M. Hutchinson, Donalda g7 ; I:,
N. Armstrong. Law ‘g7 ; J. J. McCarrey, Comp. Med.
"o,
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CORRESPONDENCE

MeETHOD 1N LEGAL INSTRUCTION,

Lditor FORTNIGUTLY 1

In last issuc of the FORTNIGHTLY a paragraph
appeared, stating that the Faculty of Law contem-
plated adding a year to the Law course. From this 1
infer that a deeper, more critical and exact know-
ledge of legal principles is needed, and that to
lengthen the course will remedy the defect, in the
judgment of members of the Faculty.

I do not share in such opinion. The defect 1

believe to be fundamental, and the addition of onc or
cven two years would not effect the improvement
desired. 1 think if the methods of imparting a know-
ledge of the law were changed somewhat that a saving
in time would resuit more than cquivalent to an ad-
ditional year with present methods,

A\ moment’s consideration. \What a young lawyer
needs to possess when he comes to the practice of his
profession is, I believe, a knowledge of the law, where
to find it and how to usc it. In McGill, about forty
courses of lectures in various branches of law are
delivered during the three year period, by eminent
professors, to the assembled students of all the Years,
Herein 1 ind the first fundamental error: and while
making proper allowance for the undoubted ability
of the professors and the acknowledged cleverness of
the students, it is nevertheless quite beyond the range
of practical teaching to present the subject-matter of
the Jectures, under these circumstances, in such a
manncer as to insure the highest good or greatest pos~
sible progress equally to the members of the difierent
Years. Should the professor address himsclf to the
Third Year student, he talks over the headsof the First
and Second Years, and presently much time is con-
sumed in answering irrelevant and unimportant ques-
tions of inquiring minds, struggling with recondite
principles and unfamiliar technicalities in their vain
cfforts to follow the lecturer.  Or should he address
himsclf to the First Year student, immediately he loses
the attention of the other Years, Finally, in desper.
ation, a middle course is determined on, with the ob-
vious result that there is a preponderance of interro-
gation on the one hand and of restive indifference on
the other.,

Law is a science, and should be studied as such.
Law is a growth, and its historical development
ought to be chronologically presented. The subject-
matter of law is Rights, and the natural unfolding of
it should be logically presented to the receptive legal
mind. Law is often found in tangled confusion, re-
quiring correct and appropriate diction to state, define
and disentangle. Thereis no science in which words
and forms of expression arc more important than law,
Precision of definition and statement is asine qua non,
Possessing it, one possesses the law; not possess-
ing it, one has only the power of vainly beating the
air with uncertain words, which neither impress, in-
struct nor convince anybody. Applying this holding
to the course of study in question, I find there is no
adequate provision made for one to acquire that
readiness, fluency and precision of statement, without
which distinction in the profession of law is not pro-
bable. Why should onc be compelled to wait until
admitted to the bar before being afforded an oppor-
tunity of addressing a court? The other learned
professions are in a much better position—the teacher
learns by practice in the Normal School, the surgeon
in the dissecting room, the theologian in the subur-
ban chapel, but the young lawyer kas no adequate
provision made for the discussion of legal subjects,
It is quite truc that there is a Moot Court, but the
number of cases argued before that tribunal has not




