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poetic geis, the study of soine Bible character; music, ginmes or
songs, filled up tflue evening hlours. Often. the young people front
the iieigyliboring farns were called in to share the pleasures of
their winter evenings, and thiey, too, caughit the spirit of the
homne, and learnt to collect a rich revenue froni wvhat hiad before
been idie hiours.

Then round the famnily altar with. hearts attuned and sacred
joy they sing their pi-aise to Hum who has perfected praise ont
of the moutlhs of babes.» TJhey read the HEoly Word and are
taughit to take its precepts "'as a lamp unto their f-eet," and to
hide its counsels in their hecarts thiat they mnay not tra.nsgress
the law's oi Godl. Mien kneelingr to their Heavenly Father, in
simple earnest childlike trust they confess the fiailings of the
d(ay, thiankc im for his bounties, and seek his grace and guidance.

Winter and suituer bring thieir outdoor pleasures for ail.
The11 snow-covered his attract hiappy coasting parties ; a mierry
sleighi-ride in the keen winter air> over the crisp creaking snowr,
is a delighit unmneasured.

Trhe Canadian £rosts throw their icy niantie over the -%ind-
ingr river, and awa-_y upon its glistening surface, the sicaters shiod
with their ringring steel gide like the flitting swallows, above its
summiier waters. Away thiey speed, down the valley and into
the forest depths, wvhere thc pendent boughis with thieir spark-
ling %% inter jewels make a dimi arcade throughi the echoing soli-
tudes.

In the suimer, boatingr and fishingr were among tlie many
pleasures. But the chief outdoor delighlts of both parents and
children were gardening, and ramib]ing in tlie forests and up tlie
imountain siopes, inaking friends of shirubs and flowers, trees and
ferns, studying( the hiabits of birds and ýanimiais, makingr natural
history collections and rcvelling in nature's numnber]ess unfold-
ings of the h-andiwork of God. No, miodcst flower could hlide its
blush iii tw'ilight de1.* but -Jîey wýould kznow its opening hour.
Tiiere was no bird of so rcLiring habit, but its nestingr timie and
place were known. The fox's dein, the beaver's domie, the squir-
rel>s retreat were known not as t lie hiaunts of enemnies but as the
ho a es of nature's children whio "d(ivide bier care."

Froi homnes like this cornes tlic full vigorous inanhood of
our land; a, manhood not, simiply of bodily vigor but of mental,
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