
98 GYLORV BE TO THE MOSTr PRECIOtIS BL0OD

THE CONFRATERN 17V 0F TH E NOST

PRECIOUS BLOOI«).

SEVOTION to, the Most Precious I3lood is widely dif-
JJr%1 fused throughout Canada. Ini the Upper Province,

wvhere the Confraternit:, was establishied, some tiie
ago, wvitb a centre at Toronto, it lias spread witb astonishi-
ingy rapidity. General intcrest is manifested ini its growth
and ne"' nenibers are being steadilý' adrnitted. For the
henelit of our readers w~ho, rnav desire to know the origin
of the Canadian Conifrateriîv," we give a short sketch of
its rise and developiient.

MN-onseigneur Prince, the first bishiop of St-Hivacintlhc,
biad longy cherîsbied the desire of establislingi Uhe devotioni
to the Precious I3loocl on a solid basis ini his diocese. H-e
even conceived thue design of fotiiding- an institute of coni-
templatives destined to render It perpetuat boinage hiv
adorationi, prayer, penance and good works. Death pre-
vented inui froni executingr bis pious project. Sti11, lie
trustcd thiat this desire %vould he realized bw bis successor
and, alnmost witb bis last breatb, lie exclairned :' 1 be-
qucatb ho miv diocese the devotion to the 'Most Preciotis
Blood."' Thiis precikius inheritance wvas received by ii
saintlv B isbop Joseph LaRocque, wlio succeeded to thec
episcopal chair of St-Hypvcinthe. In 1858, Vers' Rcv. J.
S. Raýyno.-nd, Vicar General of the diocese and, later tit,
l)onesuic Prelate of 1-is H-oliness, solicited officiallv tuie
crection of the Confraternity of the Precious Blood ini tlutt
city. S pecial reasons impelled imi ho helieve thlat Our
Lord desired that gleniera-l anid loving bornage slould lie
rendered to [-lis Adorable Blood ini this land. he nu:în-
date and diplonua auithorizing its establislrnent were granit-
ed the saine y'ear, on the Feast of the P-'reciouis Blooc'
wbich is kept on the fiftb Friday of Lent and wvhichi fel
thai vear on the î9 thi Narcli, F-east of Saint Joseph.

A renuarkahle event whicb occured on the saine dayv
is recorded ini the Regrister of the Association,by the Veil-
crable Director, hirnself. A Sister of the Hotel-1)ictu
biad been hopelessly ill for sonie hirne and wvas apparcnhly
i1caring bier last hiour. Fervent pravers w~ere offered for


