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j,.BOlJ't A. D. 400, or:30yer aftcr the tintes
o>~ f the Apostles, a cotueil was held at Carthage,

Vin wie :î stubjeut was initrodîîced whlieh ,bow'5
pliuly that Inîfant Bapt.isn wa:s the cuistont of the
Chlurch at that tintie. It Was iu reference to tite
cOse of petsons whio hiad hcoîî carricd. away captives
iu theit' infanlex, and w'lo liad afterw:îrds beecu
raltsone(. Bcing infants %%-iten takeît away they
know îtothing abolit titeit' baptisni, iteithet' wcrc
thuere an>y wituieis lho t!oîhL1 cetify tîtat tlîij

were b:î1tized. Thuir friviils wucre veîy aux jouis
titat tllU> Should bU î,îtîkr f tite liettUfItS U! tilt
S:îcr:uncnt of Baptisut, and yct tltey woî*c afr:tid of
<losecratin<r that sacr:tntcnt Iby rc.haptizing. .T'It
inattet' w:îs brouiglit hefore the Comicil of Carthtage,
and utftcr disetussion it w'as decided as follows:

"It is rcsoive(l coiiecriiiag lanis, wlteiu pOSitiVe

witniesses ('anuot ho foinid wîho will tcstify that
they hauve becu baptized '%Vithiout dlotut, and. they,
by î'e:soiî of their age, arc not able to :înswcr ats to
the adntinistrationt of the sacranteîtt to theut ; that
tL.cy ho baptized withotit any seruple, lest titat
seruiple do0 cause thein to go withouit the benleit of
the saciranîieitt."

A few years o:trhier thaiî titis au coinneil ]t:d hecit
hld( at tite sainle place, it wîhicdî k was resoivcd

cuccningsoute Whto hll licou baj)ýizcd1 by sehis-
m ati n îd ltad aftcrwards becît roceived into the

Chnriich, «'Lhat they wî'lo w'erc haptized ir their
infancy ainong the Donatists, hefore thev woî*e old
eiîouigh to ilîilust:îild the ouiuae f thant error,
ouiglit to be proinoted. to Clureh oflices, e-spLciatly
iu tinie of su great nietod."

N'ext, we îvill take the wiigsof Joh7n Clirysos-
tom, wlto livcul abouit 280 years after tite Apostles.
lc was a native of Aittioclh, and becante ]?atri:urclt
of Constantinopte. Oui accoîmt of is great elo-
quentce lite is called. thc l'golden iniotthed," anmi
maîty of Iiis wt'itin.gs have conte dowît to our day.
lit olie of his Itomilies, Oit Goîtesis, hie speaks it thc
foilowinîg mnanner of the pain and sufferiîîg of
circunteiision, antd tho advantagcs wltieh baptisai
lis over kt: "Bu3tt our circuîîtisioî-I liteau tite

gce of haptisîni-gives cure without p:tiît, antd
prtoclures for uis a thotisand benofits, and filis lis with
tte (,race of tîto Spirit. Andl it bas no detoriiate
tinte, as thiat lîad (viz., tîte ciglitit day), huat it is
lawful to any oxte in tite very bcginning qf his age
(thiat is, oit tito day of blis birth), or iu tite ntiddle
ut it, Ur lit old age, to recuie t118 cu'culiuîbîoît
inaldu m ithuv-t huîd ia n hich there is iiu trouble
tu bu ainuuîrgco, but tu throw off tite luad cf sin
andl reccive prdî'on for ail foregoiîîg offeîtces.'

Again, lut another îoily, whcu speakiîîg of thec
beondit of baptisi, hoe says Il Yoit sec how îu:îuly

are the hoîîclits of b:îptisîn. And. yet soiitC thiuk
that the heavenlv grace eoîîsists ouily iluflic forgiv'e-
11055 of sins ; but I have rekoiied tip tena:dvant:îges
of it. Fior this cauîsc e WC apeLZe Infants lso,
thoiîgli tliey are not detuled wvith sin (of their ow'u),
tinit tiiere inay bc superadded to thei saintship),

î'ihtcuuuaosadoption, ihcritaîîcc, a, brotherhood
with Christ, and to ho miade icuîbers of IIiiuu."
These extracts show plainly the cuistomn of the
Clhiircli lu the tinue of S. Chrysustoîn, aild that is
offly 20 earb after the. tinte cf the APo.4Ies. Witli
Ikini t in 13jh îk i tli Clir4taîî crciiiiicbun; but,
unilike the circuiinc'sion. of the Jew (whichi was to
bo perforined on the cighth day after birth), Baptisin
eau bce adininistered ut any age, even on the dlay of
lârtit. This langu:age is iu perfect agreernent withi
S. Pan], Wîho calls ]3aptisin the Il circumeiision niade
withouit biauds", (sec Col. ii. 11, 12). Againi, S.
Chrysostoin would tell lis that the benefits of
]3aptismn arc îuny,.:uud that they are niot to ho kcept
baelk front 17tUies. "'For titis cause wvo baptiz6

\Ve have space in titis palier for but one cxtr:îct
More. It shahl bo front S. Aîubrose, the Zgrent
Bishop of Milan, who iivedl abouit 1274 years aftcr
the tinte of the Aposties. He is writig oit the
history of Abraham, and of couirse cones to the
slubjeet of circiuîneisioîî, and refers to the fact of
Injents 1beiig circuend.qed. The rensou hie gives
fo~r the circuxuicision of Infa»ntS is this: "1As the
diso:îse is froînt LTi« lC!, so is the retttcdly." And
thein, applying the saine priliciple to buptisrn, lie
(littes the. words of ou.. Lord to N'icodenuîis, in S.
Joint iii. 5, to onforce its îîecessity: "For iciss
any persou be bonit agalui of the watcr, and of the
1-Io]Y spirit, lie cannot enter into the kingdoin of
Godl." Then lie adsYoit sec Ile (Christ) ex-
eepts no persoit-not ani Infant, not ono that is
hinidcred by alit utuavoidablo accidcuit,-anid eveu if
Sucll (those hiudercd. by unlavoidable accident) hl.-ve
freedoin front 1) itiislimentt, I knoiv fot that they
shalh have the hlonouir of the Iingdlom."

Veriiy no words of ours ean ho stronger thtan
thtese of ont' Blessed. Lord, or titan titis contment of
S. Amibrose tipon thein: "I13aptisin is ahsohaitely
binding uponoevery one (Infants not even cxcepted)
who cuters thc Kingdoin of God."

An ol lasly in a backwtoolds settlement says. 111
look cagerly cach, month&fur the arrivai of ....
Thaîîk you, madani, we do our best to bc in tirne,
but sometimes fait in the attempt.


