THE PALM BRANCH.

Frederiction had offered money prizes for goud at-
tendunce and Scripture verses, the money to go to
the band.

The Talent system was discussed and approved.
It had worked well in many bands,

Mite boxes haa proved one of the very best
nizans—a means of grace as woll as of help to the
funds.

There were two memorials, relating to bands
prepured for Board, One, toenable a band having
40 members or ising $100 to sond a delegate to
branch; another, to allow two smaller hands on
country circuits on the same conditions to combine
and send a delegate,

Tho devotional exercises were all helpful and im
pressive, as weli as the cunsecration meeting, led
by Mrs. Lawson. Oue of the devotional meetings
was in the intorests of Bands and Band leaders.
Mus. Dr. Johnson on that oceasion spoke feeling-
ly of the necessity and advantage o bringing the
boys into the work, and the retiring Band Cor. See,
Mrs. Howard, spoke hopeful and encouraging
words. Where oppurtunity for testimony was
given, muny witnessed to the added power and joy
that had come into their lives through this work.

The Editor of Parat Bravew made a plea for it,
showing that offurts must be doubled and redoubl.
ed hefore it can be called a suceess financially,
This led to a discussion and we were glad to find

our little paper so well appreciated, The President )

earnestly requested members to do all they could
to increase the circulation.

Burly in the meeting Miss Blackmore, ourretury.
ed missionary, wasintroduced to us, also Mrs, Hart,
as the Mother of Missionaries—she is the mother of
Miss Sadic Hart,ivhom so many of us know and love,
now Mrs, Spencer, but still a missionary to the
Indians, and Miss Lizzie Hart, just returned from
Japan on furlough. Another daughter is prepuring
to go out us medical missionary to China!

Miss ®lackmore, who is already a favourite with
us, gave u3 some interesting facts of the work in
Japan. Told us about the Industrial school in
Kanuzaws, composed of girls whose fathers could
notafford tosupport them whilereceiving instruction.
The missionaries had therefore conceived the idea
of making these girls self supporting, by taking or-
ders forwork---embroidery on silk and otlier mater-
inls. They alse depended on Canadian friends to
help them in their pfan. Miss B. quickly soid all
the samples she had broughv. These girls had
not only hitherto supported themselves, but suved
a little of their money to send to China to help the
work there, so they, W their turn, had become
Missionaries.

" All the public meetings wore very intercesting—

-Coburg Ont.

5

the first buing a rocoption aceorded us in the beau-
tiful new chuvch, in which we listenud tu fine,
sweoet music and kind grectings from ministers and
peoplo.

And lost but not least came the Bund public
weoting, presided over by Mrs. Howard. The choir
was composed of little girls, who sy very sweetly.
Miss Blacknmiore told of hor little girls in Jupan.
Mrs. Dr. Juhnson, in well chuson words, presonted
the Banuar to the delegate from Margate band,
one of whose members, Miss Durant, had won it’:
by hor ““Knowledge of our fields and wurkers.”
Another Tsland girl, Miss Large, had won our Pro-
sident's prize for learning the largest number of
hywus in our “Hymual.”

So ended this pleasant and protitable Branch
meeting. Next to be held in Sussex.

Band Echoes from Board.

Ihad e good fortune to be elected a delegate
to the 13th anuual meeting of the Buard of Mana.
gers of vur B, M. S. to be held in the town of
Coburg is a beautiful town on the
northern shore of Lake Ontario. T wish I could
describe to you that luke ns I saw it, on the last
morning of my stay—the sun shining through the
silver mist that overhung its blue waters—itremains
a lovely picture on my memory.

Coburg has long been an educational centre,
having till recently been the seat of Victoria College
now transferred to Toronto.

Qur first session was held in Division St. Church
Tuesday, October 16th. Forty-five delegutes re-
sponded to their names, 7 from the Maritimo pro-
vinces; 1 from British Columbia. Thoere were also
4 young ladies present—returned missionaries from
Japan—home on furlough.

The meeting was presided over by Mrs. Gooder-
ham of Toronta, ably assisted by her lst Vice
President Mrs. Dr. Carman of Bellville. The ro-
port read by our indefatigueable Corresponding
Secrotary Mus. Strachan, was most encouraging.
It showed that we have 271 Mission Bands; a mem-
bership of 6.434; & tutal m=mbership in one society
of over 20,000. Think of it! Twenty thousand
women and children in this Canada of ours, banded
together! For what?! That we may help those
other women and children who ave still groping in
the durk; still suffering physical and mental torture
beeause in their benighted land, they have never
yut heard the joyful sound of the Christmas bell.
Wo are helping them, bat oh, Low slow it seems,
how much remains to be done.  The Church has
asyet, only sentont oneMissionary to overy 400,000
heathen! Suppose there was ouly enc doctor inthe



