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you m:?'
secrated

huve ubundant will. Bt this man cone | while Dz Burs, of ‘Poronto, visted soime distiicts
all ta the service of Chnst § and big mess yin the more Westerly part of it. “Phe followin

wingge to yout, and to the wen of every sueceeding | were surveyed, i regand to thr religious conditioy,

geverstion, is to go and do likewise,

Yousuay oty and e particaians duly recand d 0 = Hanalton,

attain to his worldswide and irreprouchiable renown, ¢ Dindas atid Ancustes, Saltiteet nid Binbreok, M,
“but you may attzon to the samse heavendy rest, - Aud | Pusdineh, Galt, Guelph, Fergue, Aldore’, Woad.
if, instead of gwing heed to this gracious eall, amd ¢ stoek, London, St ‘Phomns, Zora, Fehtrid amd

going forth us the Suviour's reetnen, sou tatlicr
continne all your days to diy a3 degrnded slives m
the mine of ammon, know, that winle out of the
very stones of these walls God e rase up childeen
unte Abralion, he miay - pase you by, without
kg you the children of his heusenty adoption,
Nauy, these very stones may witiess wgaitet you,
that Clitist has often called, and ye have often re-
fused=thiat he has steetehed fords his band, and
none of you have regurded 3 and he may yet muke
your Subbaths silent, und remove your candiestick
ont of its pluce, and luugh at your calunsty, and
mock when your fear cometh, 1 hix is your chae
racter, aud af thas shall be your dosi, how great is
tiie contrast between you und thiz venerated man,
of whose life and death we hewe this day sougiit ta
wpeuk to you, in words of warnme wnd remein-
brauce.  An anged from Heaven can preach to
you no other gaspel than we hiave preached. Aud
now, what more can we uy, tha setind otice niare
again in your ears these words of truth sud sober.
nese, “ Ruow ye not thut there s a prince aud a
great man fallen this duy in Leucl??

REPORT OF SYNOMCAL VISITATIONS
REGARDING ‘TUE STATE OF RELL
GION IN CANADA.

1n Jane, 1843, the Syned, when met at Cobonr,
did, after much deliborsation and prayer, anani.
mowly come to the following resolutions: Finty—
‘I'hat special thunks are due'to God for permitting
us 10 take the position of 2 Free Preshyterianeliuseh,
maintaining the great principles of the Headship of
the Redeemer, and hix cxclisive rale in his own
house; and secking 10 fullow ont thes: principies
practically as a Seripturully Proshyteriun und Mise
i ¢ Church in this land.  Sccondiy,—That the
low state of religion, botls amang office-beurer and
members, is a canse of deep umentation ; and more
especially the extensive prevalence of a cold, fornial,
utrd worldly-ivinded. spifit, producing efects very
injurions to the intercsts of vital Guoditness. —
Thirdly,~That a gpecial Visitation of the Provinee
shall be made, ic order tu uscertain the state of ree
ligion within the bouwmls, nud to promote its revival,

A plun of siitation with this view having bren
organised by the Synnd, and visitors appointed, the
duty of drawing up the details, und of eondendug
the results inte a general seport, was jutrested toa
epecial Conunitive of the members

‘The Committee drew up a schedulo embracing
the fellowing #s the special subjects of cuquiry,
leaving, at the same time, some lutitude to the
:‘idm:—l’nb!ic z’m’dp.'md oecntioaal*’n' s

" relins e C Vi
of ordinances, state of membership and of dieci-
pline—pecial means of preparation of members far
the Lord's supper—State of family religion, partica-
lardy as to wondip aud catechising—1"astoral visits,
and visits 10 the sick—Sablath Schouts, sud Bille
clames—Prayer and fe'lowship mectings, public or
mare private—bHopcful appearances of revival of

ligion, speciaily Z the voung—3tate of the
cldership 3 miade in which its dutivs are performed,
and particularly where there ie not a settied min.
istry—latcrest of the congreqation in misivnary
efforta both at home and abroad.

The visiturs were instructed w asscmble the peo-
plo of cach congregation, or mision, for public
worship, and o address thie:n aad the office-bearers
on their dutics and respousililitics.  Tuca follawed
the questionary excreiscs, which were alt pullicly
conductcd, aficr dee intimation, and the resilts
h;edbcamecddil writing fer the we of the
Sy .

Follewing ont the Scnod's amangement, the
Eustern part of the Preabytery of Humilton was
visited by the Rev. Mr. Semcrville, of Glaggon:
Theputy the Free Church of Scatland—Me¢.
Reid, of Gzaltow, and Mr. Roger, of Peietborough ;

Moy, Mimhensthure, Port &arnin, Chatham, and
Owen Sounds AN the e mgrremtions within the
Preshiytery of Cobourg were visied by Mr. Sontere
villey nadd the siate of cachy particularly entered in
the record,  Within the Presbytery of Kimton,
(since dwvided into the Proshytonds of Kageton,
Brockville amd Verth), Mz Bayne, Dr. Bumes, and
Mz Stark, of Dundas, sixited—Kitaston City, bothy
congregations, Betleviile, ‘Pvenditi, Fredesicks.
burgh, Buath, Newbnrgh, Brockellle, Gananogue,
Picton, Preseott, Porthy, Betown, Beckwith, Dl
housic and Nherbrooke, Mol Beton and Lanark,
Raumsay, Osgoade, Belbuny's Mills, Sonth Gower

and Npencerville, Ldwardsburah, Demorestvile,

Oxford and Mountain, D the Prebytery of Pa.
rotita there have been visited by Mesers Roeer, of
Petesharough, uid Reid, of Gratton —the congrern.
tion of Knox’s Churel, ‘Forenta, Streeteville, West
Gwillimbnry, York Mille, Vingshanand King, Nor.
cal and Union, Free Pemple and - Eust Chineae
conty, Acton and Nussagawayn, Fioptsing, Onke
ville and Prafabecr, Makiuun and Caledon, In
e united Preshy tery of Montrea! and Quebee, the
pheces visited by Mexers, Bayne, of Galt, and Alex.
wwder, of Cobanry, were—=Cubticl Srect con.
wregation, Nutrenl, Cate Street Free Church,
Maontreal.and Lachute, 8t Enctachie, St Cherese
and Quebee. Athonzsh the district of Glengarry
and Eustera Town-hipeare not meationed as have
g heen visited, your Conganitter deeta it proper to
state that severad of the. deputica from Seotlnd
have suecexsively visited these districls, umles the
direcuon of the Missionary. Ascochation canneeted
with the Preshvteny of Montread § and that, fu fact,
uo part of the Province has beet reparted us in a
uiore hopeful state in rogard to religion,

‘Thus, with a fow cxceptions, the whele ficld has
heen suzveyed, with greater or less care, and the
results have been minutely entered in vecords kept
for the purpose, und gow the praperty of the Sy-
nod.  Divine wonship and the preaching of the
gospel were the regular uccomprninients of cach
visitation 3 and there cannot be a douht that the
cffect of the visitations stid accompanying exercises
was highly satutary.  “Phere are i mnuber of dis-
tricts wlhere no regalar wministers have as yet been
settied, aud where, of course, the ehjects of the
visitation canld not be canpletely fuilowed otit—
Mauy of such places, however, have actually been
visited § and vour Cutinittee are of opinian that, i
any future visitations, suh districts onghtnevertabe
omitted.  ‘The very circaustance of the waut of a
regular minitry, remders a Vistation more neces -

¢ 3 and the influcnce of such a vikitation on the
congregutions thus destitute cannat but be encon-
raging and salutary.

Yuur Commitice have carefully gowe over the
ammerons reports of Your visitoms, and they wonld
recommend Cicm to e Githiully preserved among
the records of Synod, as fmishing usetu! infonna-
tion that nay be tuzned 10 gwad ‘account in any
future visitaticns,

L= PLELIC WORBHIE AND THE MLANS OF GRACHE,

1t pleasant to repont that whaaver there is
estaldishied @ settlod nunasiry —u nouiar diepensive
tion of onlutances=—=ind u prons fastondup—tiere
the atterdunce on puldic worslup i togular und
desoute Inoadl the eies sed towns tiare are, in
ail eianes, Qe meetines lor wopdup on the Sabibath,
andgemrally i wech-d i rervice madiiion. ‘Fhe
lurns enstanuney in our Preshy tean s chnreh nro
olrseryedy tnd the vistons have wdvested 0 w0 e
novitous of mny mement.. Ju sy many of the
Places visited, the people limented the want of a
reguiar pastoral nispectuns 2 and of thor ability ad
willingters 10 2, unt the conped nut 1 doubl was
erteraed. Nevenlicloss e desrableness of @
relar systent of nrngreient, 1 o tus matter,
pressed itself strangdy onthe visitors,

L many instanees where o settled minietry 1
enjoyed, the mmster i obiized 10 tabic charee of
twa of niore eopgregitions, at lesser er geater dise
tuneen, o somne there iy be four such
clirees under une piust iw—twn of these heing supe
phed every alternage Sabbat,. Maccover, thery
are amtitnudex of setlements istrodecedt o the
notice of the viatons, i i state of entire destitution
even of thi partial supply A rermon. now and
then, and that on a weekeday, is 42l that they re-
ceve s and xach new settientunts ax thoe of Owens!
Nonud. for justances have lutherto received unnis.
terbid visits, wineh have sescinlied Sioxe of uniely.
in tlns, at Jeast, that they were * few and far be.
tween”  Yeur sisitoss stropgde recomnend a
schene of regalar nuseionasy visitation 3 bt this,—
i not sueceeded by the wettune 1l here and there
of a fixed minisry, uround which evangclistie
Labwurers tiehe aucecsinlty rally, und which wonld
prove in eaclt case Uie maclens or centee of pesinn.
nent orgunzation—would be comparatively iue
etlicient.

Your Commmittere oheerve severnd things, in ree
gard 1o pubiie worsh p, which the Synead iy think
it moper (o correet. ‘Phe disuse of Bibles and
Pl bouks in the plaes of wonhip is oue of these,
and s upplies, i many cases to fanily wase
shipy, where it is kept np more or less retary—in
many intances there bene no larze funily Hible
prvinced at wonhip s or if the remnnuts of better
times aad of holier habits are #till to be seen, they
are remaants omly.  The value of the Upper Canae
i Bbie und Tract awd Book Society cunint be tno
highly estimated un chaunels for circulating tho
Neriptures, und of approved meins of religious ine
stection, at very moderate pricets “fhe neglect of
the cultare of churel music is anuther thing that
is noticed i thewe reports, and, in some incances,
the seeming reluctance of the congregation w0 join
it this delightiul purt of the wonlup of God.  In-
rame places—erth, Duthomsie, Catletou-jplace. fue
instance—the improvement in einging is spec
noticed ; and thix is traced parily to shilful training,
but clicfly to the appearance of un awakened
spirit of late years on the rubject of religion.

‘The castom, in some placrs, of the yeaple going
out awd in, during the seaont of pultic wondip, 8
a practice very unsecinly, uid yet it is one which,
by a very litde attentivn en the past of offices
hearers, might casily be correeted. Your Come
wittee are nuxions that every part of pullic wor.
eip should be conducted with great soloannity and

Your Committee have found it § to
reduce these volusinous reports into any thing ap-
proaching 10 a tabular furni. s to mure statistion,
this it have been dune 3 bist such 3 varicly of
accompanying explanatory totes wonkd Liave been
required, in onder 1o do justice to all parties, that
the real chiaricter of a statistical tabic would have
been laste  Your Conunittee kave, therefure, ut-
temptedd nothing more than an examination of cach
of thic roperts, taking notes an tliey went nlong, and
dizesting these into something like a repart of the
etate of toligon within their bounds.  Follewing
out the arranzement of the otigimal programmee,
but condensing a little more, they would call the
aticntion of the Synod te the cbscrvations which
have occtirred to them, unter fuar henda:=Pullic
Worship, Il;:’ the mcans o: Grace ;—State of Uis-
cipline, wit gestiotis for its inprovemont j—
Prevaleat Sm:?iand the Revival of Rulizion.

\ 3 and henere, they natice with disappribae
toq ull vueccmly hurry-in hartesing fran the
House of God—the waut «f fevercn attention
dusing the pronouncing of the Nessiug—and it
movements of uny kind dusing public pruycer, orthe
d&t:umt.‘nu of ordinances, o

Next to the presching of the wond, yeur Come
mittee are of opinion that Bilke cinsaen—fue
men and yonug women—Nabbath Schools, aud
'myer mecting, in disticis, of.ather wuye, arm
among the Lkeiicst means, by the Wened iuflu.
ence of the Sprit, of aw:nkemmg a concemm
about sacred things —clictishisg and fotesing
more spitituat vicws of t:utlh, awd sdvancing
the w«:l of God in the land.  Adult clasees, g

of bath sexes, have, in scverad fmmiazeen,

) eniimeatly bloreod, acd the Cognitie: vonld
carncsily resommend them to the serions &:(cative
«f all mii int e and effice-bearers.  Commecicd with




