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CHIRISTIAN IJUTY.
"Follow peace with all mnen and hiolincss, without which no man

shall seu the Lord."-lcbrcws xii. 14.
W~e do not undertake to set forth Christian duty in full. WYc

arc by no means equal to sucli a task. Nor, in the presence of'
an open Bible, would sucli an iidertaking bce au-lit else than pre.
sumption. Far less is it our purpose to set down particulars of duty
to individual men. Thiese aire the personal business ùf the indi.
viduai which, followed or despiscd, arc miatters upon which the
individual, as, responsible to God, niust exereise his conscience.
Our purpose i an humble enquiry into those principles of Il growth
in grace, whereby a sinner born again niay hope to proresfo
the condition of a babe in the faith of' Son of God, "unto, the
xmeasurc of the stature of the fulness of Christ." (Epli. iv. 13).

Thesù principles arc the saine for al) tic niebers of the Chiurehi
of Christ in its every tinae, state, and section. Their coiplcte
fitncss to every shade of ehange in every Christian heart, is proof'
of their divine origin. lIn this respect the words of Our Saviour
are verified. IlIf any nman will do lis wil], hie shall kanow of the
doctrine, whether it be of God." (John vii. 7.)

But unehiangçingr as are these prineiples, their scope is the
soul of man, buried in thie mêlée of Christian warfare, tomn by
fightings without, troublcd by fears within, and subjected to, the
outpoured eniiiity of a world in which, by the unfailing word of
the Captain of their Salvation, thcir stay is inseparable f .rom ti'~
lation. 'Tle inspired moîn, whosc words at the ioveinent of the
Holy Spirit flrst gave body and shape to these principles, were in
the ritidst of the QpecýA struggles o? their personal place and par-
ticular cra in tise history of the Chureli. îNaturally thcy nioulded
their words in sonie, nîcastre iii accordance, withi the condition o?
tbemselves and their brethiren. That condition was one o? fierce
persecution. Resentuin't, pronipting revenge, was, humanly
speaking, the natural return for such treatraent, at the hands o?
thecir fellow mn.

Forgive,îcss, prioimplti)g PEACE, was that laid dowa as their
special duty. Nor was this forgivences to ho of that equivocal
nature whieh should choose its ownl ffii.and objeet. It was not
to bie put on for an occasion. It was to be folloiwed. lIt was to
bic set before ecdi Christian hecart, andi as an objeet o? incessant
dcsirc, uso.


