
104 Ear et G -is/ia'niy.

Sucb is the langunage of tie Bible, aîid ne languagre could better deq3cribe
a iethiodist'« class-meeüingy." It1liay be said that Christians can reprove and
adnîeonish,) andi edify one anether. -without meeting togethier for that special
purpose. Suppose thiat possible> yct even then Chiristians w'ould flot have dis-
charged thecir duty to one another; thicy miel assemble for this sp)cciccl.pavo,
they are to Ilcointfort" thieinselves 1' logeekc', and they are to continîue iii this
"fellowvship", w'ithiolt wavering. *\e tluwctorc conclude that the I-oly

Scriptures net only sanction, but authorize the assembling togethier of Chris-
tians for ièllowshiip andci utual spiritual iniprovenment; and, to use the
techulical languiage et M1ethodisin, I<la-ýss-mietiug(-s" arc not peculiar to
Methodisin, but ail institution of Chiristianity, and authlorized by the wvord of
God.

Succb meetings promnote self-examiiiîation. For thie time being, -worlffly
topics and secuilar business are forgotten, and the ini is concentrateed uponi

on's owii religions lite and character. Is it not truc tlîat one reason wvhy so
many proféssinig Chiristianis are no credit to Christicanity, arises froin the fact
that they se 3eldoi sit iliudmt upon their lite and coiduict-the,ýy think
and speakz but littie concerning their spirituial emiotions and dlesires? If they
have any religions life or experience, they siipprcss -iny emiotion in refèrence
to it, and always avoid-alluding to it ini conversation. Suchi a Course w'ould

detioyai crtlyIrenshp.\Vatis there that wvill grow, and ihastenl te

maturity, without oversighit and care, and lfiitliftil wa,.tcing,- ? Is the iinner
lire or the soutl ail unlconsciolns development ot mlani's spiritual powers, inde-
pendent ot bis o'Nvi co-eperation. and laber ? If liot, thien wliat ean. What
difigence, what cir-cinspectioni, are demnandied on our part to promote the
spiritual hiealtlh of the soul. Surety an hour once a weekz, wien. Chiristians
may inieef. to exainie their own hecarts, andci utually assist one another in
understanlding, wh'at duties and obligaitions rest upon Qhem, is not too ixnucbl
timne to devote te this special and inliportanit wvork.

Sucbi meietings enoraewealz and tiiii< Chiristians. This is an argui-
ment whichi cant oilly be appreciaiteci by those who know somnething of the
contlicts and temiptations that assail the truc Christian as hie enduavors to
save his soul. Are nîot youing converts " babes> in Christ? iIow suggcestive
suchl al tern is of' weakliess and dpdec!To require, the pastor of a
Ohurch to bear ail the responisibility and care ef the Chiurch>, is sunply te
dcmnand an impossibility. Besides, is the rich experience et ageci Chiristianls,
whvlo hiave passed tbirougb m-anly a conffliet, and 'vue are net ignorant et Satau's
devices, er ne0 vale to the Ohuirchi? iIow, then, inay sucbi experience be

utilizcd for the beniefit et yeuugrer Christians? Wlhen mcen are surrounded by
diffieulties and assailed by countless adversaries, they nieed soînething better
thian splendid theories te comlfort themii. Let themi hear the sound et fanîiiliar

veices, speakzilg words et cheer; let theml sec the foot-prints ef travellers wvho
lhavýe scaled the hieighits and braved tie dangers that iiow lie ini thieir pathway,

and thley wvill uLrge On with a couragýe, whichi is the sure precursor ef suiccess.
Sucbl meetings dlevelep syînpathy and brothcerly love. A great effort i2

being inade iii our day te Proînote Uil nOnf Christialls in Churchles. Se


