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very happy and defi'nite experience. But thecse preparatory bless-
ings, that "'growvth " during three yïears of Chirist's teaciîing, and
tiiose definite stages in thiat growvth did not destroy the necessity for
the gift of Pcntecost, %vhich, as al! knio\v, wvas suddenly bestowved.
Now as the Pentecostal biessing was predictcd by Joiîi the Baptist,
promised by Jesus, and bestowed by Him, and as by it tixe Christian
Churchi was dcfinitely forined and launclied upon history, it fornis
a preceedent and an cxan>ple of the very highiest (1-scriptiofi. In
Speaking of this example wce refer rather to the blessing as received
by the ixundreci and twcnty in the upper roomn, than to the irn-
mnediate resuit in the conversion of the three thousand. Look againi
at wvhat is narratcd in the fourth chapter of the Acts "And Mi1enî
they haid praycd the place w~as sixaken where they were assembied
together'; and they wvere ail filied witlx the Holy Ghiost "-annther
su ddcn bestowrnent, so niighty in itseif and so powverful on the
.after-life of its subjects as to be recordcd in the Book of God.

5. The subsequent history of God's wvork in the wvorld, is full of
instances of the sudden ïeception of His biessing in its fulncss.
Aliinost every biogyraphy of an erninent servant of God, records withi
*considera bic distin ctncss, a tirne after conversion ivhien renxarkabie
liit shione on the rnind-when flic heart wvas uincovered and God
reveaied J-Iirnself with a saving Poiver far beyond any previous
visitation-after wvhich peace wvas deeper, love fuller, faith Nvas
unmixcd wvith unbclief, loyaity to God %vas absQlute, fear -was
banishied, and swect rest filled and satisfied the soul. lIn the lives
of Methiodist saints,, such narration is sca-,rceiy ever absent. Johin
Fletcher, Mrs. Fletcher, Hester A. Rogers, Thomas Walsh, Peare'
Dickinson, Thonmas Rankin, Carvosso, Hick, Biliy B3ray, Bcurne,
Tackabury, OusIey, Grahami, Bangs, Haniline, Mrs. PalImerWooster,
Branwcli, Stoner, Sinjth, Keysell, Hunt, Young, Collins 'and Cook-
.. 'an, whose lives have been thoughylt w'orthy of bcing cmbalmed in
books of biography, ail tell the story of this experience in this
sudden and definite forrn. And to their testimony rnay be added
hundreds of those whose career of Christian powver furnished mate-
rial for biographical portraiture in the periodical literature of the
Methiodist Church, either in the pages of the magazine or in the
*columns of the weekly newspaper, wvho soughit the blessing, found
it, held it, and triumphied in its joy iii the hour of de:uth. And these
have flot been enthusiasts, in the popular sense of the word. Tlicy


