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Paul's Psalm of Love.
flv LYMiAN AIIiOTT.

IECtiî.te(cadhl Cdia)tý toi ir.at Corintilalns

iS aL psaini ixterjected iii tut., iit ot a
"4ticatise. 31111 lbas beci araiî witla lais

1,31-Y y cariestîîess agaiiust the spirit o1* stritle
i~whiclihad briokeai out in thue Corinthîiaa

Clt li;Le lias rCbukode the Cîllaýtion
betw cnI iiOfl istiiitgiuslieiIl Ib the exorcise

of difièrcaît gvîfts; lie 11ears lest lais iebilleIilisai mtille
ambition, elieck, pî'gress, dc.îclea lit è. IlCovet carat-
estly Ulie test gitts-," lie cries, ai thuen lia panises:

laciaveai Opea-is bier Iiiii - at viiuit is let dowaa likw
Peter's; lie passes inter une of tiiose snd<icai tiî-
Sions of tèecliWg characteristic of iti poetiC axi! Spir-

itual1 natures: "laîd Ye,ý" )le suays, «I I show y'en IL
more exele tty." «And thoni tèilows biis aliotllCosis
of love. 're continenît 111oai it is like weavuilg al

aspidcr' s web ovor Uie clear glass tliroiigl whîicli Uic
lighIt of hleaven sîiaies into atu otiLerWibe dZarkUled
rooni. 1 shiah oiy atteanpt to repa:t lais tali I
ivordsi less felicitotîs, baut ili IL înoderii renidering andi

witIi iiaederzî applications.
Oair iiaost commuin tests of icligious chiaracter are

false and iluscîiptnra-l, or iliaperfeot anîd ancere frag.-
nite of Seripture, or superioub and extra-Scrîptural.

la lic active in elatarcli? loues lie take part in Uie
I)rayet'.i)ictiiig ? teachi iii thie Saaadayschool i speak
and pray 1 'Jiiouglî I speak iviti. ïseC toligiiOs of ie:i
and of nîels i ]lave not love, 1 li i becoune as
soundixîg bratss atid tiîikhiug cymubais. ls lie souîid
in the faith? 1 Dues lie sîîbscribc te the creed 2 lias
lie a, cicar appreliension of Div'ine trutlî 1 ous lie
read wvith a proplaet's oye and receive it witlî a, spir-
ittiai ipprehieisionl Tho ieghI h avo tlae gifi, of pro.
phiecy, and iunderstaîîd ail îîseisatialkold
and hiave uot love, 1I have iîothili. Ilias lien a aystie's
faith 1 Hn lia e lac a roplict's exa-ltattionis? Secs lac
visieuîsl Dreauias lac dreains ? Anîd tios lic shaowv
his faith iii Nvoylis of religion grentea' titan those of ]lis
fellows ? Thaoufgh .1 have 11l thitlt, so ttt I coid
reniolve illeunltaxns, and Ilave aet love, i ain nothaiflg.

Isa hoe zfejcrotis in. ]lais gifts? cani bis pastor depend
ilpon hiim to laead thie subscriptioiî paper i Thighi I
bestov ail îîîy goods te feeci ti~ti p>our, asud have Det
love, I :an notliing. la lac self sacrificing 1 la lie

,wiiiing te suffer for Iiie clîurchi anid lus coniscience?1
The martyr spirit ii ra.re in our ago ; lias lie any of
itl Tiiotîgli 1 -ive îny body to bc burned, and net

bave love, it profitetli Ie nothiing. ligion is not
in speeh, or doctrine, or vision, otr gifts, or miartyr
Bacrifices: it is love. Love is tlio only test. le
Vhjo loves aud is silent loves andisj doubtful, loves

:ndis prosaie, loves ai gives not, loves Itud suflèrs
îtis botter thuait h]levlo speaks, belie'ves, lias a1

aaaystie's ftiLl, gives, and suicer, antI yct loves not.
Vliat is titis iofie wîhichi ceaistittîtes the lieart of

î'chig.ioai 2 Panti dlos flot ziiyso iL; it caîîîot be
Iaaye. le dues îîot defixie iL; it eaniîot he de-

liiaed. lie dcaesit,
Love sulèrt long aîîd is kind :iL is aie efferivesceant

enioî.ioai ; ne0 tlcv ~Aiaaîaag hike dianîoAîds iii the grass
te l'e draîk 11p and dIisapiacar iii the fi:st haot suin. It
statUers loaag, nil still is kiid - lovil)g on1, îîot for
rcwai'd, buat becanuse it ilust to s:atisf'y the ncissiti?s
of its ownl iniiereaat iaatîîrc selving ns fuuthafilly ini
thiankîcssservice as iii sei-vice iiaîdcrstoedl and hionor-
cil. Love caîvietil hot - it lias no ilan, imiscrable
de.-irc tu pull doî'it anotiior te its own level ; wili
îîot chlii to prefernîcaît on the e,.,Ioiildpt-s of oduers ;

caiaot initaiguec. Love vauaitethi ilot; itsehf, us ])et
pnîilld 111 ; thc lovinag soxal noever relis8 its e\vaî repta.e
tieni Ovei ild. over like a swoct riorsel ; neyer plumeos
itseht' bcfoio its otvia iaiîagiiaatioaî ; paver looks at itseli'
iii tîte pleasuire of pritie, or put itschf wicre othacrs
ilaa looch aid :adamire. Love dothi aot beliave itself

uîîenily ; it is net enrobass ant i jcoiisiderate ; love
i-s thie oiy traue etiquette. Love seeketli Inot lier owit

is not anibitiotis, puhagscîf-assertive, solf.seeking.
l'ove is liot eS ily provoked. t nmay lie atigry.
Thacrù is li0 %viath like theo wratli of love. But it is
îîot irritable, cross snappsli. It punaislies, but it is
aîot vexcd;- iL is aiary, brut it is itot inmpatienît; it re-
blkes, but never scolds. Love thîiîketh ai ecvii;

au, i er bearclies for cvil motives for -ood deeds-ratlaer
for -ood motives for cvil deeds:ý and sO it neyer
gossips;, kîîioîs notIring of that carrion-feeding wlaich
is tlue coaanonest occuluatien of siaîl society. Love
rejoiccîli not ini iniquity, but rejoiceli iaî che truttît:
it %vil flot. lsten to scandai ; it dues net rexid the
atoisene revelations of- mioderni socicty nuadeo verv
nov uuid thena. iii our daily îîewsj»îpcrs ; it deos Dit
bus' Uiheaia.îaf te gloat oer the last divorce
suit or the latest banak defalcatioa. It noever ab iLs
liands nda claieýS anid Viys, Alia I Aua ! aiether
cliuirclt iîeaber falcia. Love beairetla A tlain-s - aîîd
tiais is tie Lhrccfold secret of iLs beariaug: it trtistetii
ail thiig; - vouhui raLlier bo a tliousaîid tunes deceivcd
tianu elierisli a, suspicious and! distrusfui spirit ; wvîen.
it canl trust ne longer, kt lipetîail 11t1hung stili bah1-

inig for soute turai tliat chiai! brin g good eut of cvii
ând ivlieaî it can neitlier trust lier hope, it ciîdurethi
ait thiig. 0 sacredl love! tlioit art indccd more
cloquenat tin sl-cocli, %viser tlian, lkowledge, more
wvoîderful titan the iaystic's falita, a greator gift; than,
ail giving, and tIte oniy truc martyr spirit.

Love nover faileth. It is immnortal. l>roiiecies,
tongtics, knowledgo, are ail transitory OuQar best
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