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vards, surrounded by low thatched huild-
ings, and opening into one anvther.  These
were for the King's wives, principal and se-
condary, his domestics, and his wade goods.
In frong of the house, under the projecting
rouf, along the side of the street, wasa long
sofaclike seat, nusule of heaten clay, well-
shaped and painted. Toside the principal or
publiccourt-yard weresimilar seats allround.
The walls were tastefully painted in gay and
bold native patterns, the kings's ladies being
the artists. The king took the head of tie
tahle, 3 his brother Tow, a really dignitied
genzleman, {ook the foot. A ile of youths
marched into the room, cach carrving on
his head 2 lawwe covered calabash with an
omamental cloth thereon, which he placed
on the talle. The contents consisted of
multifarions stews of fizh aud flesh, deeply
indebted to pahn oil, savoury to smell but
not tempting to behold,  Shefliield has put
kaife and fork inzo the Tauds of King Evo
and his gentlemen, and nothing unhandsome
was 10 be seen in theiv manners.  Lhae
was wine for the guests, amd even chame
prne was now wanting.  Bat Eyvo never
drank wine o spirits. When one of the
company pressed him and dilled his glass,
he declined courtcously bug decidedly, ac-
kuowledged his heabth which the others
drank, and handed the glass (0 o servant.
“ Ning Evo, why do you iever drink wine 7
¢ one of the guests, 2 vade and boisterous
captain of the sea.  “If 1 begin to drink
winte,” he rephied, ¢ what witl biecome of my
ade, and of yours two (7

Every Sabbath for many yvears Mr. Wad-
dell had 2 lavge meeting i the king's own
vard. Al Waddell preached, and the king
wterpreted “ with grear good will and con-
siderable eflicieney.”  When he had mas-
fered an idea, he would enfirge upon it in
his own way, someatimes with great liveli-
ness and energy. But when the king spoke
ina subdued tone and in few words, then
the preacher knew that his doctrine had
twuched sore places.

Shivery is a promineus feature in the
state of soviety in Calabar, and all the ve-
wion round abonr.  But it wears 2 very dit-
ferent chavaeter from the stavery of Ameri-
et The slaves are in a degeaded position,
bt they do not belong o a degraded race,
{or the masters ave of the same rce. The
Words mastor and mistress ave not in the Ca-
labar langnage, the words father amd mother
heing used instead.
free childven prow up toxether as playmates.
Iu the mission schools they s: » by side,
vead in the same classes; and were in all re-
speets treated as equals, without offending
any mative prejudices.  The fivst step ina
slave’s ascent to freedom isto possess aslave
of his own. The chael can employ his
chattel 2s he pleases for his own henelit, or
send him as his substitute for 21l common
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work when called on for service by his mas-
ter. IIe is a happyand a prond man when
he can thus claimexemption rom drudgery,
and employ his own time as he like

The towns of Calabar are small republies,
cach with its own chief and council, and &
“ Palaver-house,”" where all knotty points are
disenssed. A carious kind of confederation,
supplying the place of a supreme anthority
over all the chiefs and towns, exists among:
them. Tt is called Lybo, after the name ot
a deity who is supposed to preside over it.
It is a seeret association, in which there are
ten degrees of honour and power, 20 per-
son joming the highest rank pays an en-
trance fee of L1000 The mysteries of the
association. eannot be wimnessed exeept by
the imtiated, nor divalged uader pain of
death.  “The great fgbo dram, fixed on 2
a frame, stauds in frond of the ¢ palaver-
house,” splashed with the bloud of lunan
saerifices.  lis deep, sonorous hoom, hemd
on oceasions of importance, lilks the whole
town.  Je

Ioglo forms 2 hond of union for mu-
inal defence mmong the members of the we-
sociation.  No chicfor “King” in Calabix
conld play the despot. over fiee nen, like the
kings of Ashanti and Dahomey, who scem
to hold the keads of their nobles in their
bloody hands.  Any attempt of the kind
would be eficctually resisted and punished
by a combination of ** Bebo wentlemen.”
No words can express the hoiror and de-
testation with which tlie Calabar people xe-
gard witcheraft.  They callit“ fice-mason.”
Any evil-disposed pers

\ h, they imag
inflict deadly injury on any other pe Y
means of chavins. A person afiticted inlis
body, his family, or his estate, traces it to
witcherafr. Some one has “ freeamason” on
him. Suspicion fixes somewhere.  Invain
the suspected pevson denies the evime. 1le
ot disprove it except by tlie poison or-
deal. Jealled ““ chep-nus” that is. by drink-
i water in which brajsed esere beans have
been mixed.  The belief is that the guilty
alone die.  The draughtis powerfulenough
to kill in two howrs. I the stomach ¢jeets
at. once the poisonous dreg, the person may
swevive theordeal. Whenagrentman dies,
exeept it be from old age, his death s at-
tibuted to some seevet eneiny, and his wives,
his frieuds, wand his head slaves, must ali
purge themseives from suspicien by the poi-
son owdeal.  Any person acensed of ¥ free-
mason’ hag, however, ihe vight of challeng -
ine i opponent 10 chopnut™ with him.
‘I'hie challenge cannot be refused.  Challen!
aer and challenged must drink the death-
cup together. i -

A sirange and shocking superstition of
the Calabarese is their horror of twin chil-
dren.  The Iadies of Creck Lown regarded
twins as monstrous and whominabic.  They
spat out in disgust at (ke mention of sucka
thing, and brashed down their arms as if




