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for that meal. She vaguely wondered if Augusta really
carcd for this rather coarse young man, wbo did net secs
possessed of any very flue instincts. But wliatever that
astute young womaa feit, she made ne sign.

Net a little ef Judieli's dislike for the young man w8s
caused Iy the assiduons attentions *wicl lie persisted ils
paying lier; and for a wlito he deccived hirnself into think-
ing tînt they 'vere agrecable te bier, tbeugh aIe endeavored
as courteuusly and gently ais possible te UInvinzce him te tic
centrary Jludith 'vas tee yoong and inexperieuced, besides
baving tee little egotisin te un'ltrstand prteetiaely why it was
bis att'-ntions annoyed lier; sic only k;newv tiat the feeling
of slirinking aud disilike came strongly upon lier wvlenever
lie apprencbod lier. *An incident which, happencdl one day,
served however te considerably lessen bis belief in bis own
attractivcness.

IL %vas at 'ars, sunny day in April. Augusta and Mir.
Tliorpc lad jost returned froni an afternoon walk aud were
standing by tic stops in front of tic bouse. Juditli was
sitting in bier favorite scat, en the window-sili, thc window
being wide open.

Silo wns werking at somne delicate embroidery, but ever
and ana lier eyes watsdered te tIse couple ourside. Pros-
ently Tmap, the bouse dog, a sbnaggy, tinib-n,.sed retriever,
b)ounded up to Augusta and began te jusnp about lier, bark-
ing jnyousiy, being cvidentiy onder thse inmpression that she
'vas jnsît going eut for a watk, and desiring te accompany
lier;i finally lie raised bimseif on bis hind legs nnd laid is8
fore-paw8 on Augusta's sisoolders, cr as near tIsen as lic
could reacli.

ccGe& dowa yeu brute 1 Il cried Miss Laurie angriiy, net
relishing the idea cf liaving boer new spring dress spattered
with mnd; but Trap Pvidently did net take into considera-
tion this view cf the matter, and refused te budge, white lus
great honest eyes gsszed entreatingly inte lier face and bis
short tail wagged te, and fr0 witialarming rapidity. At ibis
point Mr. Tliorpe interfered in his lady love's bolînîf, raising
his beaviiy-booated foot, lie bestowed upon thc unsuspecting
Tmap, a savssge kick, wbici elicited a lii'wl of agony frens thc
pour brute, wise crouciîod at bis iiiistri-ss' fuet and raised
bis big eyes appeaiingly tu Trli5l face.

Ia an instant, Judith whis had wituessesl this little scene,
sprang fres tise loiv window and bent eaver the dog with a

- risson face and qoivering lipi.
'. Poor Trap 1 decar old fellew 1"I sbe said, caressing hlm;

and tIen rising, confrontcd Thorpe and lier cousin indig-
iiantly:-

a. You big coward 1 I she cxclaimed, ber oyes flashiing
disdain upoti tise disconsflred yeuung man.

But Augustn was enmraged tînt none sliould date te
burt suds an epitiset at lier lever.

ilJudith *' sie said coldly-' 1 tbink yeu forrzet yeurself,
you are net in your ewn boume resember, aM-ither duecs the
dog belong te yeu; but la any case, there 'vas ne occasion
fer sudh an absurd dispiay of temper-er-affectatioa on
yeur part."1

ceI forget nef bing Augusta, but Mr. Thorpe must snrely
bave forgottta bis manhood, wben le sliowcd sucb necdless
croclty te a dusnb animal 1 " and 'vitl lier small liead tlirowx
hauglitiiy back, tIc girl 'valked pnst tlicm inte tlie lieuse,
-tIc gratefut Tmap foltowing close at ber licels.

Augusta iooked after lier 'vith a sncer on lier lips.
ciJudih enjoys geing into beroics 'vîca any cf your see

;are neur enoutrh te appreciate lier efforts"I she said 'vith a
laugli in which ber lever jeincd soewliat uncasily.

44 VelI yeu know, pcrbaps after ail 1 'vas cruel to the
brute."

44Perhaps se," rcsponded Miss Laurie, "lbut tînt 'vas ne
excuse for ber impertinence; a duit like thiat iadccd i 1 tbink
sIc owes SOUuan apoiogy."

cc1 do not think se, at al1], Il as Mr. Thorpe's valiant and
u.nlookcd-for reply-c: On the contraty 1 iatend te apoto-
gize te, lier.",

Augusta's eyes openod 'vide at this assertion.
IlOh 1 wvolt if you choose te make afool of yonrsetf, it is

rione of my business" said ale tutning into the lieuse
whither he follo'vcd hen.

Judith busiod herseif helping eld Susannali te prepare
ton se Clarence bad ne oppottunity te speaký te ber for tIe
laprent, 'Whou 3fr. 1Launie came in they took their seats at

the well-spread board. But Judith, ilhough seated opposite
Mr. Thurpe, iievergianced at him, nor conduscended te speak
a word to bien, and ho lauked courage to address lier; for
there was a certain grave dignity about Judithi Brown, young
as3 ele was, whicb inspired bin with mure respect and admir-
ation tban hoe lad ever drcamcd of according to, Augusta
Laurie.

'I'le conversation during the ment languisbied, for the
tlireu wvho u'sually did ali the talking, 'vote occupied with
ticir owu tieuglit8. Augusta was annoyed witi (Jiarenice,
and tiat faithlezs young man 'vas revolving in bis mind, tic
question, lîow to reinstiste himgelf in the good opinion of the
girl who, an bour before liad disdaiufully cnlled hlm a "lcow-
ard," wvhite Miss Brown, with beautiful untuoncera, wvas
etijýying lier teat with an appetite unirnpaired by recent events.

Mr. Laurie was a mani of fow wvord8 ; lie would sit ia
grim silence, listening to the talk going on around bien,
giving a grunt of assent or dissent occasionally, und glnring
at the taikers front beneatli the shaggy grey eyebrows wluich.
gave a rather ferocious look to bis lean face. A tyrant ia
his ewn liouseliold was Hugli Laurie: and woe betide the
onlncky wiglit who iucurred bis wîath. Ils 'vife lad sunk,
crushud to the eartb, years ago beneath bis iron liand; and
Augu.ta, 'vitl ail lier bravado and undaonted spirit, was
more in ane of lier father thnn she would bave cared to con-
Iess. Toward one person only, did lis manner soften, and
that person was Judith;, tbis liad flot ebeaped bis daughter's
keen eyes and slic disliked %p~r cousin ail thc more for it.

On tbe evening in question, Mr. Laurie volunteered a
piece of itiforniation to, the conspany at large whichi was flot
'vithout offect oison onc person at least.

Pîîsling away bis plate lie said lîriefly:
aStandfleld is back; saw hitu this afternoon.'
&Is lie! wby I lad no0 idea lie was expected back liere,

but thin anc nover does know wvhen Donald Standfield is
coming or wlien going " exclaimed Augusta, a budden flusli
cuming into bier cheeks, white the aniînatud look that leapt
into lier eyus, siowed, that the news wvas not displeasing tc,
lier. Clarenace, apparently, did not observe tise change la
lier face, but Juditb did aud wondered wbo this Standfield
was, and wîy lier cousin slieuld take r30 muud interest in
bis coming.

4& Veîl hie cati scarcely help tbat"I said ihorpe. ciHe is
not bis own master, but at tbe samne tise lie nhust put la
ratIer ajolly tbeae, travelling about fromt one place te, another,
and ail lis expenses paid."1

ccIs Mr. Standfleld a commercial traveller?"I inquired
Judith.

"-No; lie is a Batik Inspecter ; he goes about inspecting
ail the difterent agencies ef tise Batik of- Frequently
lie nets as manager of an agency bisseif; be lias been man-
ager cf tlie Eastvilie branci twrice. 1 wonder if lie lias corne
dowîî now euiy to inspect, or if lie is going to romain; 1
aaw Mr. Lewis yesterday and lie did nlot mention that there
'vas te, be any change."

"cHo !s te resain, Lewis leaves to-morrow"' answered
lier fatîser gruffly and hid humsof behinid bis palier.

Later ou inl the evening Standfleld came. Mrt. Laurie
had gene out and Mrs. Laurie and the tliree yoting people
'vere sitting la tlie parler, Judith bending quietly over soe
fasscy werk, white lier cousin and Mr. Thorpe 'vere tstiking
and laughing ratlier noisely, at the piano.

Augusta came eagerly forward ta 'velcome the new corner.
"lFallier told us yeu 'vere in Eastvil le; it 'vas sucli a

pîcasant surprise; I liope you iatend remaining?" slie snid
wtvlh a brilliant 8mile.

"iFer a few uionthe, Miss. Laie, 1 cannot- answer for'
longer than tînt " witli a rather cold smile ..eliougbtJudith.

Wlien lie bad sbaken bandai 'vitl Mrs. Laurieand Thipe,
Augusta intreduced bim to Judith-

&- Mr. Stisndfield-my cousin; Miss Judith Brown;I'
The young girl bowed and biuslied ,faintly, beneathtbe-

eagee4 interested look 'vitl wliich hé. regarded ber.'ý AfÈkr
exdlinnging a few cosmon place remarks 'vIthlir.leo-
lowe:d Miss Laurde to* the sofa at.tbe. othersi!deoéfthe rooan
,Where sie lad requested him to soat hinxsalf, alilieug lie
viould, infinitely have preferred -takinge the acn>cbhi
beside Judith.

Perbaps Augusta guessed.,.thiae :tx>ba i-1 e case;- for. ,hea
frowned slightiy 'vhea Stisnfiold's gazà '-Waxidered every,ýdow


