
La<lder f02 Rcachtiig Hcavcn. To-day the grreatcsL man on the
Amnerican continent is the Mexican President.

Those wvlîo knlow Mexico by rumiiour way bc surprised at
this, forgetting, everything, but the fact thiat between 18:21 and
1884, sixty-three years, Mexico hiad lifty-flve presidents, two
eniperors and oie regency. Like sonie great clicianical solution,
a seething mixture of lieterogein ýois ela ients, duringr ail those
years the subtle coaabinations hiad becai procccding whici ]lave
rcsulted iii the crystallization of a nie% niation. Thie languages
spoken anaiong Lliese twelve millions give one a fajiat conception
of the diversity thiat more anad more tends to unity. Nahiuati.
(Aztee), Zapotee, Otomni, Mixtec, Huaxtec, Miju, T.aratlaînniar,
rfcpelîiuaî, T1otoîac, C ora, Cac-chiquel, Malzii arliasca, and
Maya are somne of thiese strangre tonguel-ýs. But now Spaniishi lias
spread everywhere, and Englisli is coinpulsory in ail the miyriad
sehools. "lSo wlîeai we old arc on, toucliingly reaaaarks the
President, '4 Mexico vili ]lave two idionais."

At No. 10, on the south side of the Street of La Soledad, in
the City of O.ixaca, Porfirio (Porplavyy) Diaz mas borni on the
15tlî Septeinber, 1830. His getrnmohrwas a iMixtecani
Inidiani. H1e attended a primary school tili lie was seven, and.
thiaci beeaine an errand boy ii al -store, but attendled thae siecoiidary
school subsequeiatly until lie was fourteea. At the semninary
whlli lie enterd at lais niothers isli lie supported hiainscîf by
teclehig. H1e deteruinied hioîever to adopt thae legal professioni

adgraduated, after a four years' course. llavingc eliteLed the
Iaw office of Juarez lic becane professor of law in Iiis Collegre.
At seventeen lie laad joiined the National Gurand froun being,
Mayor of Ixtlan lic becaine a (.3apt4in n.ii rc iii crusaiag thue
rebellion of .anniltepec. He liad studied nilitary science nider

CoaîîaaaîantlIJéa, aaîd duriaxg this Saîmpaigii , lieditagild
hiun.iself bjy his meil as a patriot, and lus consumniate skill iii
organizing troop.s." li 1858 lie defeated Cobos, andi for two,
ycars lie wais Mal.yor of Te7huantepec. Thue disturbeil stîte of
flic country afforded huaii conistant experience on the field. In
Ma1ýy, 1860, lie hiad pccitied thie reeliw SLtte o£ Oixaca. It
is said lais cliaracteristie, tacticýs were a night mardi and a day-
break assauit. Hec took part iui continuaI1 umiit4iry actions for
severail ycars and on the 5cli May, 1862, dcfeated the Europeami
troops wvithi ]lis raw rccruits. Previons to this lie hiad been pro-
xnoted to be colonel anîd hetnut-elrcanti iii 1 861 liad
bccmî elected deput-y to Congreas. Ili luis camapaigul against
MaIýrqule, the -' Paintluer of the South," lic gained such a victory
timat ]lis superior General Gon7aloz Ortega pctitioncd the Goverii-
ment for the rank of Gxiera-,l for limi. Aftcr biis victory over
the Frenleh lie iras appoilît'ed Governor and llilitary commnalmud-
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