
TH'E, GANADIAN WHEELM-AN.

A TANDEM TALE.

1 Af 'Vfls t<tlt in ch illtood,
Quaint tales of long ago,

MVien habes sIcpt in the %wiltiwooul,
Quite salle front pain and woe.

'Ne barnit could cet l)tfaii theýt,
No grief coutld make thcm inoan:

They 'werc gooci littie clîildrcn,
Anti the gads protect thecir own.

Of:-titnes I've sat and ponderel
If truc tiç istle could he,.

Ani just as aftcn wondcred
If the gods protectod me.

ilut when in cycle riding
1 oit was harshly thrown,

1 soon gave lip confiding
In Ilthe gads protect tlteir own."

Nor 'gain did I accep i b,
Thougli yearb rolicd swiftiy by;

Tilt Jove's dirI. anger taught il,
As I rode a tandem tri.

1 learnetd that cycleresses
<The lovelicst ladics known)

Arc saife froin base caresses$
For the gais protect their own.

ýOne cvening in the spring.time,
NVith firs lin-tri in town,

1 look a lady wheeiing
O'cr smiooîth ronds up and down.

'\Ve clinibeci the huis so lightly
No grade wouid ]cave uis blown

'The coi.sts were jusi delightriîl-
Ilow the golfs do bless their own 1"

As swift ive coasted downward,
My Iteart ivas fult of hiiss,

I threw miy arins aitund iber,
Aiff tried ta mt a kiss.

*Oh, Jovc why itis convulsion ?
That thunderbolt why îhrown ?

No ctoubt to icacli the tesson
Titat tîte gads praîect their own.

Somle %.-y Ille stecring fallercil
NV'lîen tert to waîctt bîself;

I say il ivas te immortals
Whlo laid mie an the shelf.

So now wvhun tandemi riding,
I fear a imotest linotte,

AnI oft repecat the tnaximi,

IThe golfs lrtect their own."
-C. 1.. D., in Bkydùsiiig Vrl.

The bicycle is not a toy -anybody who bas
4:ver îvrestied wzttî i will admit that. It is a
practical roid machine, unexcclled in rcmoving
stones front the public highiway and indicating
the prescace of sand. îNext ta the whcelbarrow,
it is the sa'est linown carrnage. Il neyer bites
ladies or chiidren, and do0esn'î scare Worth a
-ent. If you waKI1 fun, tîuy a bicycle; if :-ou
<lon'-buy one, anyhow. It is right there every
*tim.-Fort 11ayne Wor/d.

BICYCLE OR TRICYCLE.

Tite Cydù/s sius ltp a aiscussion an tie.merits
of lthe two machines as follows:

'The correspontlence whiclt has been going on
in our colunins for nîany weeks past has pro.
doced a greal variety of opinions, but tise nia-
jarity ai writers appear ta have heen content
wittî extolling the particular style of machine
which thcy i present ride. Thus, ane who
lias never mouinteti a bicy'cle, or one, pcrhaîss,
wlto lias iandlone(l that machine, thinks there
is ttothing botter titan a tricycle; îvhilst hicy.
clisis, pitre anti simple, coniendti hat they would
flot have a1 tricyc!e as a1 gini. Ottiers, too, have
placed tise dlesideraîtuti at ohe cf the imany sife.
tics now an the mnarkeît ; but we think no writer
ias given any sount iasons why cititer of lthese
particular types of velocipodle shoulci supersede ail
othceiý for ail purposes and ait persons, Peither,
indleed, do we *think any ane coîtid do sa. To
speaking on titis quiestion, ive doe so witb a
thoroogh. knawletige of each class, having nud.
tien each variety for long periods, anti, after aur
experiences with thenm aIt, we can oniy arrive at
the conclusion ilhat thiere is no type that will suit
the wants ai every ane, anti that in ticciding on
a nicunt dhcte are miany things te ho consideredi
sîtch as quality oi roatîs twer wbich the machine
woultl nîostly travel, hînsîseholîl accommnodation,
and purposes for îvhich reqîtireti, to say notbing
oi individtai Mdeas anti pecuiiariîies. A con.
siderable ansosînt af abuse has heen heaped upon
the licad ai the ordioary bicycle, whicis ta aur
miinci is titally aout ai place, tbough there lias
certainly been a reasaîs for tbe charges (f danger,
etc., that have bcun brongbt against il. As a
tuatter ai fact, a 'vaulting ambition bath o'er*
leapoti itself' in thie mialter of tue bicycle, and
-Iouletlss ta suit tise wisltcs cf largo numbers
ai riders, wha wec continualîy claitsaring for
close huild anti high position, te crnable tbemn
ta ride as big a wheet as they coîsît possibiy
stretcb-nachines bave boco bîîilt t00 gecally
an prclty but tînsafe fines. Thus, we finti nine
bicycles o11t aflen sent out1 with fors nearly lip.
righî, scarcely any clearance between tue wbeel
and fort, top, smiall light backe wlieels and close.
cul unsuitable springs. For aur own ritling, aur
machines have aiways Iteen buibît with pienty of
clearance belîveen whteel antI fade-, a goodti wo
and a, baîf incises rake, a frc sprîîîg, a fairly
laige bacl, wlteel, anti a îîowerfl brake, anti
bav-e sciecteti tîte size oi wltel sanie tbree or
taur incites below %vital ie coutl ride at a
streteit. 0f talc, wc have iteen riding aur or-
diîsary bicycle a great deal, andi wc ttsiîk titat
werc thtese uines more generally carricti out, there
wauiti bc iew machines that woid sttrpass il,
even in the niatter of safcty, with a carelul rider.
WVith (lie lîicyckt as now coitimonly bisilt, and an
incauiiou!, rider wlîe clinibs la the very iîighest
size wbecl lie cati rcach, il is imtpossible te ob-
tain etther cnjoynient or sufoly, anti, as a conise.
ijuence, te machtine gels lte blaîtte. The bicycle
proper lias the advantage.of a higb position, lîy
wbich the surrounding r.ountry, as Weil as dan-
gers aboati. can bce seen, andi a gooti appearance,
btsides iigbtncss, for even the small-wheîcd safe.
ties have nul cul il. out ini that respect. 0f course
il bas ta be learat, antd witb the vast majoriîy ai
the communuty ' tbere's the rub.' For sucb the

tricycle cornes in, or tlic -afcty bicyçie, whiclb
has thle advintage' of liing* casier to teirm. The
safety is lewiPe casier to inount anti ilismourit,
cçlpeciatty whcn tired, andi the low po.4tion ai>(1
sinall wlieel crnailles ont! ta go vcry lnch slr«%%xt
Mhen occasion requires, as amiongst traffic, anti-
ta o aitof in an instant sîtoulti a dcad .stop lie.
retpîisite. Il iî evenecasier stowcd a$v.y thai,
the bicycle proper, but against it is the façt finit,
ini the majoriîy of gearcd.up machines the sidt-
sltp onl greasy roands intraduces ani ecment of'
dlanger thant is totaliy absent ivith bath the ailher
classes. The tricycle is licavy anU ti cumbersome'
compared. wittî ils% coiffreres, tint there is no learn-
ing required, ttîat is to say, no series-of tumbles
ta be gone ttîroîîgl before the balance'and feu.
confidence can be obîaincd, but tit il requires
a1 coasiderable amauint oÇ learning is Weil knowmb
ta cvery iricyclist. The spccd! that bas beenb
obtained on the rond ly notud riders bas i:~
banle cases suîrpassed ihat, of riders un ~a bicycle.
but it mtust bo remienbereci that the riders ib>
ail cases have heen esceptional ones, anti the
machines% higbly geared and very different ira
wcight fronit thoAe supplied ta the ordinary cils-
tonier, se we can safely say il is a slower vehi-
ece. Luggage cani be carried on it to any extent,
and ils gencral atijustabiliîy iakes il suitabie foit
the whole family if it is se desired, lhnugh il ne-
cessitates mare hausehotti accommodation. The-
use of the tricycle is flot hy any ineans se rc-
freim (langer as sonte would ttake il, though witte
care it is as safe as a horse anti trap, ami per-
haps saler. Ail tlîings considcred, we believe
that the bicycle praper, îvhtn sensibly built, is:
no more dirngerous titan any otîter form of ve-
locipede in the bannds aI a careful and exper«enc-
Cd rider, anti tlîat for gcrac-af, whaî n:igh lier
terîniet, liih riding, that is, wilhoîîî luggage,
il will neyer ho rested front poptîlar favor. The"
saféty (so called) i% mare suitable for traffic rid-
ing, such, for instance, as Shottr, quick busine&ç
cais. As an all-wcather vehicle, the tricycle;
perhaps, stands best, ani fur use îvhere parcels
have la he carried, as well as for traffic ridiog.,
il stands ta tIse fore, la short, each particular-
type is the right thing %whcn in the right place,
but just as much the wrang tbing îvhlen out oi
place. - :0:

Gradualty bnt sorely the bicycle is getting to:
the front as the greatest aiti ta ohumant locomiotion.
on ]and since the invention anti developotent of
the sleamt railway systeni. There arc to-day very
few among tîte speediesî of rondi horses that casd
Itoît their own against a %vell-trained anmi weIl-
înounted wheclnan for any distance front five
miles upward, white front tifty t0 une lîundtt&
mites or more the horse (toes. flot live titat carb
liveoaut a race ivitît a cycter. Alrcady the iicy-
ece bas ibeen ridden a mile iii but a fraction aver
two minutes and thirty-one seconds, nd nohody
believes ihat ibis is the limiit af pos.sible speeti.
Blut it is in tests of endurance and the ability ti>.
cover long distances lhat tise cycle is pre-ensineni..
*** * Onr Anierican racing men arc-
only jubI beginning ta flnd out wvlat they are
capable of doing an the bicycle when thoroughly
trained and éartfully file(] for contests of speed&.
andi endurance. Sa far the Englishmen. haver
beaten tilem at the shorter distances, bat Yankee.
muscle and pluck are not going.to bc kepi in tihe-
background for any length of lime.-Alirrar of
Aplmriapi Spr.1s.
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