
JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY.

work, illustrated and enriched as it is
by Mr. Cary's excelbent notes, will en-
able the reader to obtain a mueli more
correct tiew of the state of' sciety in
that age than could be erived froi
even the best histories.

The poet did not spare the chuirch.
He found Pope Nicholas III. in bell,
and he was daily expecting his sueccs-
sor, Boniface VIII Dante's address to
the lost spirit firnishes a good specimen
of bis style and manner:-
" Of sheplherd-3 like you, the Evangelist
wa u are, when ler, who bits upout the waves,
with kinîgs in filthy whoredon he beheld ;
She who witli seven heads tower'd at her birth,
And from ten horns lier proof of glory drev,
Long as ler spouse in virtue touk deligt.
0f golti andi s'ilver yo have matie your goul,
Differing wherein from the idolater,
But that he worships one, a hundred ye ?
.Ah, Constantine I ta how much ill gave birth,
Net thy conversion, but that plenteous dower,

Vhich the first svealthy Father gained from tle!"

Tasso (born March 11, 1544, died
April 25, 1595), whose genius has found
admirirs amiong all classes and all sects,
requires not our commendation. Dis
works praise hini. The lover of poetry
will not wonder at the strain adopted by
Mr Wiffen, at the close of ha; labour.

Fare thee well, son of sweet Romance! farewell,
larp of the sout!! the stirring of whose striigs

las given, by power of their melodious spell,
Suic pleasanît speed ta Time's cise weary wings,

That, rapt in spirit ta the Delphic cell,
Midst its green laurels and prophetic springs,

The tunefuil labours of past years now seem
A brief indulgence-au enchanted dream."

We shall say nothing of Butler's Hu-
dibras, because, however witty and caus-
tic his verse, the objects of bis satire
(that satire is not always undeserved,
however,) are too good to be laughed at.

Southey belongs to our own times.
Some prefer his poetry to bis prose; we
prefer bis prose to his poetry: yet both
will repay attentive and frequent study.
We do not subscribe to all bis opinions,
but we believe that the cause of Protes-
tantism was much indebted to bis pen.
He held Popery in just abhorence, and
not ignorantly, for he was profoundly
'versed in Romish lore.

These volumes are very elegantly
printed, handsomely bound, and adorned
by engravings executed in admirable
style. They must command an exten-
sive sale. Dante, Tasso, and Butler sell
at $1 50 each; Southey at $3 50.
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The ancient inscriptions of Upper
Asia,-termed arrow-beaded and cunei-
forn, or wedge-shaped, from their pe-
culiar cbaracter,-have for many years
excited the attention of the learned. It
is only recently, however, that any stops
bave been made towards their elucida-
tion. The hionour of having opened the
way to later and more brilliant dis-
coveries without doubt belongs to Pro-
fessor Grotefend.

This eminent scholar first determined
from the constantly uniform inclination
of the wedge-like signs that the inscrip-
tions were to be read from left to right.
Tien being guided by Tychsen and
.MJiinter's recent discovery of the mark
denoting the separation of words, he
observed the frequent recurrence of a
similar collection of characters. Profes-
sor Grotefend, in detailing his further
progress, says:-" Suppasing with Ty-
cisen that we must look for titles of
kings in inscriptions placed over their
portraits, I felt convine - l that the word
so often repeated must signify ' king.'"
For sufficient reasons ie was further led
to think that the repetition of this word
in one of Niebuhr's inscriptions must
refer to father and son. Having ascer-
tained the peculiar age of the Persian
kings to which the bas-relief in the ruins
of Persepolis belonged, in order thereby
to discover the nanes applicable to
them, and thus find out, if possible, the
signification of certain letters, the Pro-
fessor felt assured that he must look for
two kings of the dynasty of the Auhæ-
menides. "I, in consequence," says he,
" ran over the list, and successively ap-
plied the names to the characters of the-
inscriptions. These names could obvi-
ously be neither Cyrus nor Cambyses,
because the names occurring in the in-
scriptions do not begin with the same
letter. Cyrus and Artaxerxeswere equal-
ly inapplicable, because in reference to
the characters, the first is too short and
the second too long. There only re-
mained, therefore, the names of Darius
and Xerxes ; and these letters agreed so
exactly with the characters, that I could


