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inga't but the rest stuck to it. We believe
African bees would follow a person
l)ro}?St any distance, but it seems hardly
the able that that kind of bee found in
like]nf’rthem part of Africa would be
fpo 0 store such large quantities
thig V> aad can only account for it in
Swarway : as they swarmed, the different
the 'lns clustered in the under side of
N chff, and although they were separ-
ad: Colonies, their combs might be built
1%ning each other. Doubtless, many

d ::S Still remember Mr. Benton’s 4pis
'°fthata’ When he was getting specimens
log . from Apis Dorsata rock in Cey-
nie's“’here he found a large numberof colo
ol all clustered on the under side of a
lare, Although their combs were very
Yetg:}’l and some of them close together,
Acou °re were about 14 colonies. Ina
thentry where the bees have to get on
Under side of cliffs in the absence of

o Other place, it is not unreasonable
. .S“Pp_ose that a larze number of colo-
&ies mlgh( be clustered together., A
tha? » writing us from India, stated
<y he saw a large number of colonies so
Ia Stered, and he termed 1t a small vil-
egre of bee colonies attached to the un-
nge de of a cliff. We should be glad
lme[fd if Mr. Wood would give us any
may I information in regard to this
1o utser' It is certainly very interesting
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Chioroform to Prevent Increase.
E are always learning, and particularly
80, if we are willing to look into new
ideas and methods. The man that has
learned it all, and the man thar is full
ideas he will not impart to others is
Y one and the same man. Although we
2t have every respect for the bee-keeper who
,;ee 00t care to write articles for the pablic
T3 from inability to put good practical thoughts
9‘}!’9', or disinclination—these very good
Ctical men I may say, however, are always
Versl‘ng to answer any question fully when con-
D¢ with them. We are all anxious to get
3 8ystem largely non-swarming, and be able
8¢ it at will. I have been particularly anxions
'al © this, as I believe a great deal of our winter
‘hers Would after certain seasons be reduced if
©® Were less swarming permitted. I am not
‘.“'_-me:l to say I allowed myself to be led into

10g anqg inducing others to teat the system of

8energ))

Pra,

to

prevention of increase by swarming, by chloro-
forming bees, and induced the Experimeotal
Union to undertake the work. Now let it be un-
derstood every experiment conducted is not goad
work, only if it prove a success. It may be just as
good if it prove a failure, as if it does others need
not spend time or money over the matter. It was
in such a spirit willing that the results shonld
decide—that the matter was taken up—a spirit in
which to make a just ani fair test any experi-
ment should be conducted. Your correspondent.
who does not sign his name (probably he is
ashamed to doit) says the agreement was to sup-
ply the chloroform. I think not—the method
was simply given in which the experimant was
to be conducted. Your correspondent should
state facts, not fiction. We had very few re-
spond as willing to take part—probably the
majority felt sure that it would not prevent
swarming, and did nnt care to convinoce others,
only one or two reported, as the season wasa
very poor one with those experimenting—the
resu'ts were duly reported to the Experimental
Union, and so few reported, and so indefinitely,
the bee journals were not afflicted with the re-
port. If your correspondent will apply for the re-
port to the Union, I will be happy to send it to
him with more interesting matter printed with
it. P:rhaps it would have been better to have
undertaken something else in the line of experi-
meantation, as few believed it would prevent
swarming, but our funds were small, and the
experience of the committee smaller than it is
now. I may say our eff rrta this year are meet-
ing with a very hearty response, and some of
the sections have already been returned—we
have a few more to spare. As far as the per-.
sonal attack on myself is concerned, of course I
cannot deny that I feel it ; it, however, casts a
reflection upon the judgmsnt of not only all the
bee papers in America, but the British and Nor-
wegian journals, and all the agricultaral papers
in Canada; two of the leading ones I withdrew
from owing to pressure of work. Under the
circumstances, and being in such good company
I will try and beir my share of the burden with

resignition, knowing, Mr FEditor, that you
will be kind and just enough to grant this space
in your valuable journal. I have no faith in pre-
vention of increase by chloroform. If you wish
it, I will tell you why.-

Yours, &c.,
R. F. HOLTERMANN.

Brantford, July 9, 1891.

The above article was recived too late
to be inserted in our issue of the 15th of
July, in which our apology to Mr.
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