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love be absent. I will not say that practice deception on others. .0, ye
love is the first grace, for faith first churol members! Ibrseeclyoudo
discovers that Christ loves us, and then. not conclue that you are members of
we love him because he first loved us. thé:ln'ýiiblé churcl because you are
Tiove may be second in-order, but it is members of the visible clurch-
not second in importance. I may sa< Thougl your nanes maybe inscribed.
of faith and love that these, ate liké twé on the roil of the'faithful hére, do not
ioes that are twins; or rather of faith, be too sure that theyare written in the
and hope, and love, that these are Lamb's Book of Life. Never take
three divine sisters who mutually sup
pcirt.one another; the health of one Doyotshrink from a rigia scrutinyas
betokening the vigour of all, or the de- tÈose who.everdare askhequéstion
cline in one the weakness of all. do not disparage sef.examiinationlie
-"Lovest thou me,?" WLy, the like those #ho afecttothinkit isthe
question means, Are-you a Christian? de* sets them th the task when lie
Are you a disciple ? Are you saved? would beset thei witl legal térrors.
For. if any man love wife, or child, or Believe me, satan is too fond of lulin
house more than Christ lie is not youînto presuinption to aid or-abet in
'worthyofhim. Christ musthavefrom awakening you to inake sure of your
every one of his disciples the=heart's condition. There is a gross infatua-
'warmest affection, and where that is not tion which ïsthe counterfeit of faitl
freely accorded depend upon it there is ln God. Its credülous.Nïctims beliève
no true faith, and- consequently no sal- a lie, and fondly theyOlng toit like
vation, no-spirituallife. limpets toarock. Bnt.sôundiielievers

O,what searching of heart.this ques- arenot afrad of vigilant self-éXai.wa-
tion demands! Do not flatter your-. tion they are prepaile to endure a
selves -with any false confidence. severer test; the3:say,:" Searchnie,0
Manypersons have been deceivedupon God, andtry mei" Itis your hoilow
this matter. Alas! they are partial dlssemblers-who resent aIl .questiol.
judges, who sit in judgment of them- inge, andtakeubagé-ai ny susic.-
selves, for every defect they have auons. Thé maiio knoÉs that lie
excuse; they find mitigating circum. as pure gold tosell:isnot afra.dof the
stances to palliate their basest crimes. aquafortis with whicli sthe goldsmith
No marvel to me, but infinite pity for tests it, nor even of the crucible IntO
them that they ch-Dose their-own delu- which lie maycast it. Not -so.the
sions and become the dupes of their impostor who hawks&abaser meW.;
own infatuation. Their feelings, .en- hi entreats you.tob.ésatiÈfie-withls
chanced by the music of a hymn or waaty,.though it iswôrthlessashis
impassioned by the fervor of a sermon, wares. "Searél y
they mistake for an inspiration of faith lue yourselves, whether ye. be in the
and -love; and when the emotions pass faith; prove your own selves.;
off, as they quickly do, they grow loud not that Jesus Christ is inyou, except.
in their professions. At first-their own ye ho reprobatès?

pearts wrere deceived; at Iengttr they


