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© - is specially. mentioned—*a man full of faith

L= U LESSON VIIL—Feb. 2L~ .

The TTirst Chnstlan Martyr —-Acts vi.,
8-15 vil,, 5460, "Read chapters Vi, and
vii Commit . V8. 57-60." -

‘ " GOLDEN rnx'l.ﬂ""» A
t Be thou fa1thful unto death, and I. w1ll glve
thee a. crown of life -—Rev. u 10

- . Home Readmgs.

M. Acts vii, 1-15 — Stephen arrested and
Arralgned 2

T, Acts - wi 1~21 ——‘ I—Iis Defense before.
the Councrl"". :

w. Acts vii., 22 36z—— His argument Con
tinued P .

. Th:  Acts v1i 37 -53.—* His Argument Con
cluded o
B Acts vu 54 60 — The First Chnstlan
Martyr G

S. Rev. ii, -17 ——‘ Fear None of these
Things,’ : -

8. Rev. vu,,s -17. — Out of Great Tribu

: latmn

-Lesson. Story

.. Seven deacons ‘ men. of honest report and

full of the. Holy Ghost and wisdom,’ had .

" been’ appointed to carry on'the routme busi~ -
ness of the Church. Among these, -Stephen

and of the Holy Ghost.’ The disciples were
- greatly multiplying, and a great many, even

of the priests, were ‘obedient to the faith.”

‘Stephen seems to- have been specially zeal-

: Gor:-v- 4§ the' face of .dn: angel” Rk

S

T

ous, doing wonders and miracles among the:

people and : speaking and- ethtmg with

great ‘wisdom. .The learned men in the sy-

~nagogue dispuled with him, and when thzy
found themselves unable to prove him
wrong,, they got false witnesses to say. that
they .had.-heard him.  speak .-blasphemous
words against Moses.\ and against God.
'Then, they -dragged him before., the councll
" and brought tlie’ false witnessés*to accuse

im, - ‘But*as- he:stood ‘calmly ‘before dhem, :

‘they saw that’his face -shone with 4':hea* ™

. .Venly radiance-—as: the.face’ of..Moses..had.

shone after ‘being’ fmty -days ‘alon

leth

the HIgh priest, Are these things
~instead of - answering directly ‘the charge
brought ‘agdinst Aim, Stephen “beginning

. Wwith Abraham_and  going ‘on" through the:

hxstory of  the- Jewxsh natlon ‘the " history

- with which they had all' been fa.mmal from

* cut to the heart—filled with ‘rage,

arliest ~ childhood; -‘preached” unto - them
~ Jesus.- Saying. that ‘thefr"fathers had killed
or persecuted all ‘those who had- prophesied
of the coming Messiah, and that now they
themselves had c1ucxﬁed that very Messiah
upon whom rested all the hope of the nation.

When they heard these things, they were
and
gnashed on him with their teeth.’ e saw
that they were desperate, but hé was not
afraid of them, for he had'the Holy Ghost,
" the Comforter, with' him, and looking up,
he beheld Jesus” standing on the right hand
of God, the heavens were opened for-him.
But . the council, mad with hate, stopped

thexr ears that they might not hea/r him,

and “shouting -with fury, dragged ‘him out
of ‘the city and- stoned him.

God, saying, ‘ Lord~Jesus, receive my spirit.’
Then, - forgetting himself in his anxiety for
the salvation of his murderers, he kneeled
down -and. cried, with a loud voice—* Lord,
.-lay not’this sin to- their charge.” Then he
‘ fell. asleep, and Jesus recelved hrm into
glory. -

Thus ended one of the. sweetest and most
glomous lives ‘the world has evér seen—
pay, not ended,. for as. the spirit lives in
“heaven,
~and’. the ‘work laid down by this glouous
martyr was soon to be taken up again by

= They met the- tyra.nt's brandxshed:s el

d ‘Stephen,
as he felt the cruel deatle-blows, calied upon-

.s0 . the  infiuence . lives “on earth,

< On. whom  the -Spirit ‘came; DR

.Those -valiant saints, their ‘hope: they knevr,

Anidmocked the cross and flame; -

‘Thé lion’s: gory mane;:. - -
They ‘bowed: their necks,- the ‘death: to feel
Who followe “in- their train 2. e

The martyr ﬁrst whose eagle eye

", Could - pierce beyond ‘the -grave; .

-'Who . saw his Master in the:sky,’
And called on Him-to.:save. -
Lilte. Him, with: pardon on. his~ tongue
- In midst .of.mortal- pain; :
He prayed for those who did him wrong, ‘
Who follows in his tram 7 v

Lesson Hmts

‘Synagogue of the L:bertmes. —-—Those

- Jews which had been takén captive bypthe :

Romans and afterward ~made free; were

.- called Libertines or freed men. There are

said to have been about four” hundred and
-sixty synagogues.in: Jerusalem at this time,

. *They suborned .men'—the word implies

false witness. - ‘Against Moses.—Moses was
held in almost if not quite as great rever-
ence as God, by these Jews whom our Lord

had - accused of" teaching ‘for doctrines the -
and 'holding,their -

- commandments- of men,’
own tradltlons as more: 1mportant than God's
Word. © . ‘
- ‘ Blasphemous words’—-—blasphemy against
"God was accounted one of the worst of sins
“and punishable always by death. ‘Agalnst
this holy place’—the temple. - These are
practically: the same accusations which were
‘brought agamst Jesus Christ, and  with- as
little foundation. = Notice the abrupt change
of thought at verse 51, as though they had
listened quietly until then, but_had . grown
impatient and Stephen saw that he would
be allowed very few .more words.. ~ -
4 'The Son of Man,’ -Jesus. Christ in human’-
bodlly form, stnndlng, as - though waitmg
to receive His faithful ..servant. " “They

-stopped . their ears,”” not wishing to heai
swords which really’ seemed blasphemous to
-some -of them.- ‘The heavens, opened’—had
their hearts’ been . pure and holy, they too.
might have seen the gloridus' ‘wsxon but thelx
‘Tiearts “were/filled  with hate,"
‘fixed on- earthly things..: *They. cast
-.out;: of . the city!-—not:being: allow ed ~t0" rput
“any. personto.death within~its wall 5
-+ The ,witnesses 1aid. down  their clotl
therr outer garments, to.- leave ‘their ~arms
“free.~Thé.law. compelled ‘the witnesses. to
cast, the first; ‘stones. ‘ He fell: asleep _thig
expressxon was commonly used m the early -
chureh, They bade -one another: “:goodnight’
instead of.‘ good-bye,’ so confident were they
of meetlng soon agam L

Search Questrons. -

1. Give the Old Testament law for the
stoning of blasphemers. .

2. Did s the “Tews ever try. to stone our
Lord? .

3. Give a. verse from Revelation about
those .who have laxd down. thelr life ~for:
Jesus sake e -

Prlmary Lessd’n

We are learmng to-day. the beauurul
story of Stepben, a man who loved Jesus so
much that he was willing to die for His
sake. It is rather a sad story, too, for the
wicked people did~really put him to death
because he preached about Jesus, and they
did not want to know that Jesus was the
Son of God, because they had crucified Him.,
So they called Stephen bad names and said
he.had said things about God that were not’
true, and that he must be stoned to death.
And:as they looked at him, they' saw that
his face was filled with glory and sweetness,
just like aa angel’s face. Then Stephen
told the high priest and all the.people who
were with him how God had promised to
give them a King, who would be their Sa-

viour, and then when God seni Jesud to~

and love:Jesus ag he did.. Stephen had the
same -sweet- spirit ‘of- forgivenegs -thatJesus
had when they: killed <HD
‘answered . Stephens prayér-inx ‘the ' ‘life: of

. the’ young man: named ‘Saul; whio was after- . . .
“wards ecalled Pail, and’ who loved Jesus and ;.

did creat—worle for Him.. -

‘Perhaps: you' wonder why God. allowed
Stephen to be . killed; -when- He -might have
"saved him,- just as He sent an .angel to-take

they might all be saved and come to know.'

: And the Lord .

Peter out-of pricon. But God always knows .

best about these thmgs and’ it- seems. ‘as

though Steéphen’s beautiful trust -and fop- .
giveness, at his death, was what caused

Saul first to"sec what .a Christian life was.

And- I: think that Stephen's. life was like a

little mateh, .  You know ' a match 'lights

. ‘easily ‘and then it sets ﬁre .to" the wood,” .
“which. does' not light so easrly <The match- -
burns out: and dies, but the flames which-

came from"it burn: on and on, until there
iy nothlng left to burn, -
Suggested Hymns.

‘Sleep on,. Beloved’ ‘Sa.te Home, Safe
 Home at Last’ ‘Only an -Armor-bearer,’
“Am I a Soldier of .the Cross ?" ‘Onward
Christiad Soldiers,’ ‘Asleep in Jesus,

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPICS
Feb 14, 0ty little “worries and how .to

get rid of them. —Ps, 121: 1-§; .Tohn 14: 1.

JUNIOR PRAYDR MEETING 1‘ PICS.

Feb. 14,—‘The life of Moses what are some
of -its lessons "’—-—Heb 11 23-"9 ’

The Sunday School and lemg '

~We cannot ‘well be too much concerned
about the moral and religious training of the
rising generation. . The affairs of . Church
‘and State will soon he- committed to their
- watch-care and sife-keeping,
‘of ‘the Church and the Perpetuation of our
institutions. greatly ‘depend- upon their early
moral- and: religious training.  The training

they receive during the formative. period of,.

their lives. has much.to do in determining

their character for.time and etermty ‘The -

teachmgs of the Sunday—sehool are an im-

&very: succeeding’ yéa¥r Lis® ever-mcreasing
cognition’ wxll result’in. the: ‘formation.of-a
ell-informed .stTong and. symmetrical ' char~
cter. . May Wwe_not. hopethat the next gene-

vance ‘of - any former ones ? ©

-Gréater volumes- ot llght and glory
fallen - -upon -this -day and.generation. : he
Churches -are waking -up .to the 1mportance

The ‘welfare

‘ration 'of,. Christians will be. greatly. in '1d- SR

and’ necessity of having “Holiness to the

Lord’ stamped upon -their. means and pos-
sessions. The prmcu)les, duties and respon-
sibilities of Christian stewardship are better
understood than formerly.. This is an age
characterized by frequent and munificent
giving. Money flows into the Lord’s' trea-
sury in a continuous stream. “We are reap-
ing. the sowing of formier years. The bread
+that was cast upon the waters.is returning
bountifully multiplied.

. The work of the’ Sunday school has  evi-

dently had something to do in bringing about

this long-prayed-for anad “lessed reforma-
tion: “ The seed sown amidst tears and trem-
bling is springmg up' and yielding a rich

harvest to the praise and glory of God. It .

is an encouraging evidence of success, -and
should serve as an incentive to still greater
diligence and faithfulness.

The duty and blessedness “of giving should
Le properly emphasized in our Sunday-school
inistructions and efforts. We should endea-
vor ‘to .instruct the minds of our scholars,
impress their hearts and influence their lives
with the assurance that it is more blessed
to give than to receive, and~that ‘the Lord
loveth a cheerful giver.’ Such instruction
will be an antidote to gelfishness and covet-
ousness, and résult in sanctified-and liberal

the young man, Saul, who ‘ was consenting them, they-killed Him, instead of receiving giving.,  All the benevolences of the Church

unto his death,’ as he .guarded“the. clothes-
of those who had ca.st the ﬁrst stones at
Stephen S o

Lesson’ Hymn.

A- kingly crown to gain,-
His blood-red banner streams afar, .
'« Who follows in His train 7
‘'Who best can- drink His cup of woe,
Triumphant over - pain,

" Who patient bears His cross below.

-He follows in His train. - o
b .

‘ d goes forth to war, - - -
The' Son _of God g . - standing on the right .hand of. God

Him as their King. Then they were very
angry and ran at him and dragged him
out. of the city and threw great stones at
him that hurt him very much.  But he was

" not afraid’of them because he looked up and

saw heaven before him, and: he saw Jeerls
He
was glad to go and e with Jesus, 50 he
said, ¢ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit).
then he was so sorry for the“wicked people
who- were killing him, that he forgot his own
suffering and prayed that these people would
not. be numshed for killmg him, but that

And-

should te laid Dbefore the Sunday-school,
4nd financial aid solicited in their behalt,
Great good would result from it. The bene-

volences would receive a fresh financial and -

moral -impetu§, our young  people :become
more fully dequainted with the .operations ot
the Church, and have repeated opportunities
to exercise themselves in the duty and bless-

'

edness of giving. Many, of our schools would .

respond freely, and consrder it quite a lux-

ury! .
“Will you - try it in your school ?
‘Dva.nvehcal 8.8, ’l‘eacher’



