
CANADIAN MILITARY REVIiW.

Navy, rather more than twenty years ago, the coast defence of Torpedo Corps and Naval Irigade orgiised at gydney, th
that vabt possessiun lias been entrusted to about a dozen siiatll Mil:tia in Ntw Zvaland, and the Voluintecrs in Tainan.a, i
vessels of the Imperial Navy. At tie prescit tine our East shows us tlhat thre colonists arc determined to be, in -oit)
Indian Squadront cunsists of anti old wooden frigate, two mieasure at lie, indlpeilit of thue mother couitry su flar a
corvettes, and cight sloops. Witlh thre exceptiun of the local defence is concerned.
two suiaIl ironclad turret-slhips MhI<ida and A ' byin in Such a sp:r:t < f :ne dnce is ûinich ta bs comniended; bu
at Bombay, these ar ill the vessels we have to deflend it is not saficient to bc influtenced by a proper spirit in devisin
the sliores of Iidia fron the Indus to the Ganges. In 1868 au eflicient defensiveschane. Sir JuliusVogel-the Agent-G
the Indian Goveriuînent made a start in) the direction ofreconsti- neral for New Zzaland in this country--say "ithe colonies arc se
tuting ain Iiidianî Navy. They ordered tie two t urret-ships-al- sble oftlie wcakness of isulated actiot." This, too, is fortunate
ready referred to- of two private builders on the Thjaies, and for it is iecessary to recognize a weakness befbre atteniptingt
recived them at Boinbay early in 1871. Since then nothing reiedy it. For each colony ta defend itself 'upòn an iindeper
further has beent done in that direct:ui except laying dowi (entsystem would be a tço-fold nistake, It would rcnder i
torpedoes at different parts of the coast. and i, iatructinig a snmall the more difficult for the iother country to côntrij
itaff in the details of torpedo warithre. It was at tie close of bute lier quota of aid, and at the saime t:me it would iiterl
1877 thait the Inidii Office decideld upon the torpedoes, and it fere wti seenring an effective coibination, besides adding t
that timte the Birwad Arowir point2d out thIt soIIIethiULng more the collective cost of maintenance. A properly orupmsc.
than this simple precaution was necexary iii order to ensiure ,system of colonial defeneu must, so far as our Australas.ai co
aiple protection to our Liid:anii harbours. It was urged that onies are concerned, bc a collective one. It is mucli to be r
it is the duty of the Goveriniient to continue in the direction lgrctted that it should be left utit*l this day for such an import
which they took in 188. Albout tel Ulore suhi vessels as the ant quest'on to be considered and dce:ded upon. It ie, io
2Ifigd-iu and Myssi, suppleeted u:tli ii cflicient torpe- ever, sat:sihetory to learn, upon so high an athiority as Sir J
do fbre..- on shore, would render the coasts of Indi safe against Vogel, tlat the colonists knoV it ta be inpossiblc to obtain a for
the attaek of any iiasal firee w hich would find itb way to that idaible comb:at:n uiider aiiy other supreiaey thn that t
part of the world. For defensîive piirpîoses, or indeced any the mnotler conmruy. But under any circumst:nces it will be ý
other than that of mere ornaamcnt, our Ea>t Iid:an Squiadrun t:flicult ueustion to dý.c:de upon the relative share of cost ta b
is uselets. bornîe by the d:ffrent members of the Br:tish Confederatiot

Mr. Brassey, wlio has long s:nce cone to the frontt asa Mr. Bariaby, C.B.. the Director of Naval Construction at th
s'rewd and far-seein seanman and legsiator, has receiitly made a td t, proposes that each inember of the confederat:
speech on the subject of colonial defiee. lis appointment as s;ohl coitribute towards the national ficet in proportion ta t
one of the .Royal Connnissioners to report oi the neanis ava.l- ultime of their exports. Wlîther or-iot tlis proposal woul
able antd requîred tor the delence of the colonies is a affieient prove uluitable we are unable ta say, but we fully agrce w't
claii for a careful attentoni being given to wliateser piroceeds, Mr. Brn.sey in believing that the whole subject ust sooin
fron Mr. Brassey oi this nportant question. As the memt- tiki inw tariest coiisid,.rat:ont nid settled. That tie colo
ber for Hastins very truly -tated, Engfland without lier cl- iets have taken the initiative ini the questiunî will matcr:ally a
"nial and foreîgn posse.aoIs would 11all to the second rank i t towiards its speedy solution-for by o doing theyihat
the famuly of nat.ns.' Ii shw:g how muclh ouir comr- shown that they realisc the dangers of the present situation.

merce depended upoin the extaînt of our coloniies, lie ientioned
that in the nine ytars froi 18t9 to 1878 our colonial trade Ceivers.loit of Siaooth Bore Gaits.
had grown fromi 25.3 to 35.4 per ce3nt. of our total commerce.
and that, too, while our exports to forcigni counitries had dimiin- Since our last issue a contract lias, we b-lieve, been entr
mlied In value. After showing tie extent, saluie, and rate of into by thre Government wIth Messrs. G*lbrt & Sons, Cana
Our Canad.an, Antrafau. New Zeal.d, and Tasmanian de- Engine Works, Montreal, for the maniufiieturl of two 7 im
piendeie es, also the ad.aitages w,- derive hoth on account of brecel-loadiig rifle guns, on tie systein invented by Sir W
the large consumtiijt.n of our iianufilaetuîres, the food suppl% :amn Pallier, and for the conversion of ten 32 pr. smooth bo
they y.eld us il -ttuirni, and the einployient they give to ouir gun1s ta 654 pr. r:fleq, aise on tie Palliser systeni. The latt
surplus population, Mr. Brassey wisely reiîarked that " thuns are ta be incrcased in length by allowing the wrought i

mobl0 confederatin should .îtt b. brokei up fur the sake of a tubc ta project 13 inches beynid the iriginal muzzle-a s
paltry reduction in the Na.y or tie Arny Est:mats." fgest:n of Lt.-Col. Strange, I.A., Inspector of Artillery. T
lN,*I rthlcess, Mr. Br.y is4 lot ofopinion tit the wihole or wll be found to bo an important iamprcremnt <ni thmose

cvcn t'ie greater part of the cost involved in creating an eflicient verted in England. It was shown by th- proof last year th
sv.tnm ot' colonial defence should be borne by the Imperial Ex- a converted gun would admit of a great 'ierense in the qu
cheqmlt r. Nur due, it appear that tle colonists generally desire t'ty of powder laid down at present as the service charge. T
that tiwy should be wholly relieved fron tie burden of main- lengtlening of the bore will admit of the entire ignition of
t4 naig thecir local defiices. At thre saeni tiie tiat the Indian iierased charge, wliieh will, in turn, impart a mucli hig
G;ierainct were constructing the .lfagdib and . byssinia for inuzzlr velocity ta the projectile and overcomne, to a great
the dlfnccof Boimbay the Governient of Victor:a were having tent, a disadvantage in rifled guns wien 'firing case shet
an et -r ship, the Cerbervs. built for the defence of'Melbourne. shrapnel slîcîl. Th3 increased velocity will also secure
Mr. Ilassey inforns us that at Adelaide, the principal port of' creased penctration and greater accutacy of fire.

outh Austr::a, a ttrrt-.slip is spoken of, and that Melbourne Tie contract for the conversion of 10 of the smooth
has a smaill navy. I1e la iin error in supposing that Sydney guns in possession of the Government is a step in thie ri
I as a turret-ship, but it is possible that, ke Melbourne direction, vhi:ci we trust will be followeil up until all th
and Adelaide, the port of New Soutli Wales may determine ta guns are converted into r:fles. It will b. a valuable additi
possess itself of ani ndependent means of defence. But what- ta our means of defence, and will also crcate an esprit in û
ever lias yet been done in tliis direction by our antipodean garrison artillery force, which is now languishing for want
cousins is only a nucleus about which ta range future results. encouragement. a
Juîdging by Mr. Braissey's figures these nasal developments are Wc learn from the Montrealjournals that HisExcellency t
iw.t far off. le tells us that it has been decided by the Governor-Generaldevotedaportionofhisshortstayin Mont
(inm ernuents of Victr;a and New SouthlV.ales to expe..d each en roue fron Halifax ta the capital, ta paying à visit to t
a ,um of £350,000, besides an annual outlay of £73,000, u foundry of the Messrs. Gilbert, which is to ns a strong proof
providing a force of ships, gunsu and torpedoes. This looks like the iintercst. taken by His Excellency in mnatters coineci
hus,'e. and when viewed in connetion with tha Artillery with the lefeice of the cnuntry.
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