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all she had satisfactorily and superabundantly prov-
cu her character unstained, and her conduct unim -
peachable.

When their just claims are granted ; and the
sectanan monopoly of all the good things on earth
is finally broken up, as it is likely soon tobe .
when equal righte are allowed to all good citizens ;
and the doors of preferment thrown open tomerit of
every religious denommation @ then. and not till
then, (the cause of contention being withdrawn)
will al! religious rancour and animosity cease ;and
social love and harmony be restored. -+

The Catholic Church requires 1o particular laws
or penal statutes to support her.  She is firmly bas-
ed and built upon the rock of Truth. If other
Churches are, as they pretend to be, established on
the same immoveable foundation ; why seck so,
as they have always done, the arm of flesh to prop
them up, and_prevent their downfall 2 And with
that arm so long siretched out in theirdefence, have
they routed alt their foes, and secured the final
victory ¢ It has hitherto only wrought their re-
proach and shane ; and proved their lasting scan-
dal. Let them drop then at last «ts unhallowed in-
terference @ and like the Church, which they all op-
pose, shew, if they can, their superior worth by
calm rational argument, and fair clucidating dis-
quisition,

Let them dlso, for sheer shane’s sake, give up
that mock boly-day of the Gun-Powder Treason
with all its execrating and hate-irspiring prayers;
worse by far, Oh! athousand tmes worse, thon
that of the proud and condemned Pharisce in the
gospel.  The Jew’s prayer glanced but sligatly at
the humble Public o's presumed worthlessness :
Lut the Englishman fearlessly advancesio God,
what is proved to be a political persecuting lic:
when affecting to thank his Maker for his pre-dis-
posed, and narrow-shammed escape from the dan-
cerous effects of a plut of his own contrisance;
hi» charges his innocent Gatholic bretbren in general
with the whole black villainy of his own murderous
invention : assuring the Deity, lest man should ever
doubt the fact, thatthe mischief, harmless asit was’
to himself the machinator ; and hurtful only to the
unconscious Catholic, had origivated, in the hellish
malice and fraitorous conspiracies of the cr el and
blood-thirsty Papists? Match me that, if you can'!
O, for shame sake, as I said, if not for the sake of
justice and cherity, let them fling back that un-
christian prayer to its first unhallowed inspirer.

Let them also, for they have no time to lose ; the
torrent of public opinion is fast setting in against
them : let them hasten straight to cbisel out from
their London monument the conflagration untruth.
But ah ! in this their toil were vain. The notorious
falschocd is doomed to live, It has been transcrib-
cd on a monument moro durable than stone. In
the immortal lines of Twickenham’s Bard itis
read, and will be recad recorded down to our latest
posterity.

Piltar, pointing to the skics,
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ON PURGATORY.

Tue benefit of an indulgensze obtained, is sypposed
communicable, in virtue of fhe Communion of
Saints, to any one of our hrethren: and eveu w
the souls of the just in a middie state ¢ so thatsuch
nay obtain reliel’ on account of the prayers put up,
or the goud works done for their sake by the ﬁnitlx-
ful here on carth; who are as yet m the way of
meriting, through Jesus Chnst, jor themselves and
others.

This doctrine of a middle state, was certainly of
very ancient date among the Jews, as appears
trom the sccond book of the Maceabees, Che xii.
13, till the end : which, though not admitted by
Protestarts as eanonical seripture, has stit that his-
torical authority, which entstles it to credit.  Nor
did our Saviour, in any instance, find fault with
this doctrine, which they held ; as he nost certain-
ly woull have done, had it been false. On e
contrary, he scems to authorize it, on more than
one occasion 3 as when he deshes us to make our
peace with our adversary, while we are yel in the
way : lest he deliver us over to the judge, and the
judge to the executioner, und we be cast 11.to prison ;
out of which we shall not get till we have paid the
last farthing, Matt. v. 25, &c. By this prisoncan
hardly be meant any place of confinement here on
earth. Also, when he declares thatsins comnmitted
against the Holy Ghost shall be forgiven neither in

$2.) he seems thereby 10 indicate, that other sins
may be forgiven in the world to come, which are
not forgiven in this life. Otherwise the clause :
nor in Lhe reorld to come, Were just as superfluous,
3s it one were to sny :  Youw shall not see the river
Thames neither in England nor elsewhere, Or
vou shall not behold the sun, either by day or by

nx%{ht.

eason itself, from the ilea we have of the jus-
tice of God, scems nowise unfavourable to this
persuasion.  For as our Saviour tells us, we shall
repder an account for every idle w-~rd, (Matl. xii.
36.) and we are assured o Hoty YWy, (Prov.
sxiv. 16.) that the just man falls seven times a day,
If then the just man, as may happen, be called sud-
denty out of this world, havina some idle words, or
small faults, to account for, wiil he be condemned to
hell forit? It this were the case, who of all the
human race could hope to be saved?  But into
heaven there can be no admission till all our ac-
counts are cleared : and nothing unclean can entcr
there. Revelation xxi. 27.—1I should think it then
neither unreasonable, nor unsenptural to «nfer, from
all this, that there exists suue middle place ot ex-
viatior, which Roman Catholics call Purgatory.

ON THE CATHOLIC PRACTICE OF HONOURING
THE SAINTS, AND OF KEEPING WITH RES-
PECT AND VEXERATION THEIR RELICS,
IMAGES, AXD PICTURES,

Catholics are tavght to honour the sainte, and par-
ticularly the mother of Ged, with the idea, that
they are thus honouring God himself, whose grace
alone has made them saints; and who having ho-
noured and exalted them himsell, cannot be dis-
pleased at sceing them honoured and cxalted by
the restof his creatures. ‘They invoke their pray-~
ers. And why should they not? Are their pray-
ers less worthy of being heard, than those of our
{ellow creatures here onearth?  We are desired
in scripture {o pray for one another. St. James v.
St. Paul asked the prayers of the faithful. Protes-
tants do the same. Now I could wish to know
why it should be thought more unreasonable to
ask the prayers of the saints in heaven, than to ask
those of poor sinful mort#ls here on-earth? Isit,
becausc we must suppose them removed at too
ﬁmat a distance from the earth, to witness what
1
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Likc atall Bully, lifts its head and lies.

ppeus here below, or to hear our requests? But

84

v

this world, nor in the world to come, (Matt. xu.{{P

do we know how imunediate tae perception, and
liow extensive, as well as munute, the knowledge
may be ¢ those who, not dead, but vanished from
among us, and alive with God, enjoy in hin tie
clear beatific vision?  These are, as our Saviour
tostifies, Like the angels of God in heavenn. Matt.
xxii. 80, And we have the stme divine awhonty
for believing, that the angels are not strangers to
what is psssing on our carth; not even to the in-
nermost thoughts, and sceret resolutions of” the he-
man heart; since as he dectares, there is more joy
in heaven, for one sinner thut repents, than for
ninety-ning just. Luke xv. 7. 'The prophet Bli-
sha, i lus mere mortal state, kuew, at the very
moment they were formed, and reveaied o lns/‘
counwymen, the measures which the king of Ase
svria had seeretly concerted with his counseliors
against Jerusolem: though the man of God was
living at the time in Dothan, a place m Judea,
many hundred miles distant from the capital where
the hostile monarch resided. 4 Kings il 8, and vi.
19,

But, it is said, our reliance on the mediation of
the saints, implies a diffidence i the ali-sufficicnt
intercessiun of our great Mediator Jesus Chirist 3
and derogates from the perfection and superabun-
dant fullness of his ments. The same objection
bears equally hard against Protestants themselves,
when they admit it as lawful to ask the prayers of’
ur brethren in this worll.—~But how can it noply
any vant of confidence in the effinacy of our Re-
deemer’s interposition i our belalf with his hea-
venly Father; or how can it derogate ib any de-
rree from his infinite merits, to desire his chosen.
riends in heaven, as well as his faithful worship-
pers here on earth, to join their supplications with
ours, and umte them with those of our Supreme
Mediator. who is our head, in order to obtain of’
the Father, through, with and by him alone, what-
ever we stand in need of for soul and body.

This is simply the Catholic’s belief on this head.
Nor docs-his Church brand as heretics, those whe
do not clivuse W recognize as sanus ait without ex-
ception, wLo miy be denvminaied such: though
none are canonized, whose lives have not b.cn
conspicuous for the practice of the most eminent
wirtues 3 and wiose deaths have not been singular-
ly edifying, and even honoured with some super-
natural proof of Gud's own approbation of thew
sanctity.  Yet, she does not enforce her particula,
decisions on this score, as undeniable articles of’
faith. Al that she thereby claims is the privilege
of giving saints to God, and models of chnstian
perfection to her children, the faithful.  And, as in
the states and kingdoms of this world, trophics and
monuments are veared, histories are wntten, aml
poems composed, to perpetuate the fame of their
heroes and great men; and to stir up a laudable
emulation in posterily, to imitate them: so the
Church, the spiritual kingdom of Jesus Christ, has
her heroes anH worthies of a different kind ; whose
fame she s?rcads and Perpetuntc.s, and whose ex-
ample she holds forth for our imitation through all
succeeding generations.

Their images, pictures, and relics, she recom-
mends us to keep with respect, merely for the sake
of the originals, and in order to recali their memory:
10 us in a more lively and impressive manner.—
If statues are properly raised to the iflustrious ol
this world ; if their likenesses are taken, and the
most remarkable actions and circumstances of their
lives, traced with the artist’s pencil on canvass, or
engraved with his chissel on brass, wood, or mar-
ble, and thus exhibited. 1o us ip a2 more generally
lunderstood and striking manner, than they ore in
writing by the pens of the learned: why should
not all that regards our Redeemer, as well as the
exploits of his champions, and fheir heroic virtues,
which by divine graceexalt om#hllen nature above
itsclf, and arc more worthy of #fencral imitation ;.




