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From the (London) Catholi, Magasine.
REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE
FEAST OF ST.LAWRENCE.

10 die Sublata, intsa Octav. Festi Sancti Laurentii,”
&7 Many a year has now rolledoa since fiest 1t became

s cherished fecling of my bosom to look with sentiments
- of awe.aud veneration upon the earlier martyrs of the
" church. 1 have admired the enthusiasm of their charty,
" we} havo ulmost envied thewr self-devousn,—aad my

whole soul hus glowed*within me, 1n reading the records

of their heroism amud the accurnulated orments of their
" waried martyrdoms,—my smagmnaton had furmed to
fwelly as it were a pioture gallery, hung with the por-
- teaits of a Clemeuts, an Ignauus, a Polycarp, a Po-
: thinas, an Irex.us, and a Lawretce, with hundreds of
vhers, the vicums offthesr burning zeal and love. Upon
tese I was wont to gaze in funcy, as there fell upon
By solicned imagination the mellow Jight reflected from
the tradition of nearly two thousand yoars. Yel, in
this gallery, these portraits of my own collecting then

with livelier pulsations, quickened by the ardur of his
Lurning charty for the pour ; or would not warm inte
an intenser glaw at the affection ol his zeal, when, in
recolicetion of lus  dinconal oflice, he lunged to bear a
sell devoted part in that sactifice which his holy Bish-
op, I'ape St. Xystus, wus called upen to offer of
himeelf asa vicum to the faith. Chiled would bo
every kindlier leeling of that breast which could not
gympathize with kum in the excruciating torments of his
martyrdom, and isc even to a pitch of enihusiastic ad-
miralion at contemplating, w the diumuated recurd of
his suffering, the ca.m hiervism with which he bu,e them,
thus triumphing in the mightof lis Lond uver the cruel
ingenuity and malico of his tormentors.  What new
fuelings, however, did I not find awekened wihin my
bosom, in recalling to my recollection ihat, as a Catho~
lic, | was privileged to be his brother,—that while en.
tering somewhat into a sense uf is agony, Fcan nuw
identify myself with bis triumphs, and plead an interest
in his intercession, ¢ Yes,” said [ tomyself, *tTam a

waaled to e one interesting feature~—1 could not then
appropriate them to inysell as family portrmts.  In vain|
Tendeavored thus to identify myself with them. I cold-
" ly.reasoned in the absiract that they were Chrisliu_ns,
and so was L. Nay, warming my bosom with leelings
‘ glowing with something of their own enthusiasm, I be~
thoughs mysell of Him who died vpun the cross—1 claim-
-od Hitn as my Saviour—and were they not his His
‘martyrs! Was not here 2 bond of brotharhood which
would cntitle me to the fondest embraces of these el-
“der children of tho Faith?l  Alas! it would not do.—
T paced my imaginary gallery,—I agein and agnin
admired the portraits drawn by the peucil of my imagi-
nation, aud clothed in the diversified colors with which
the varied circumstances of their deaths had arrang.
o them 3 but sull they were to me only the “pictures of
fieroes,—of Christian herues indeed, vencrable in theis
piety, admirable in their paticnce, calm in their resigna-
tion, and glowing in theirlove. They engaged my os-
tsom,~—they received the homage of my warmest
commendation,—they awakened cren my tenderest
.}ympalhisa , but the full warmth of my soul's affection
wag oot there. [ admired them as more than men ; but
all my efforis wero vain to realize towards them the
msuncuve love of brethren.  They were.without me—
thoy were above me. A sccret consciousness reminded
me they were Cartunovrics—and I, though for many n
year had abjured the name of Protestant, could mnot,
spuwever, bung mysclf 10 adopt that medern fiction
which usurps the n.me of Catholic, wiile connccied
with schism, nod dissevered from the presiding chair of
Lagholic communion, -
..:Such were my feclings when centemplating those
worthies of Christian fanuqumiy a year ago..  Wath
what different emotions, this lagt St Lawrence's day,
#id I ascend the hall that leads 1o a retired chapel 1a the
willagaol ® ® ® which, under the invocauen. of Our
Lady, rejoices in thu dady celebration of the sacred
myatenes, according to the ntes of the Holy Catholic
and Aposiolic church. . i
¢ S Lawrcnce wus ono of thoso holy martyrs who cs.
Pecially cngaged the cnthusiasm of my early years,

Jrdm the timo that an acquaintance with tho trea~
aures of ecclesiastical history mado known to me the

l

Catholic. We ure members of the sa'ne church, —
sheep of the same {ild,—children of the same fathers,
heirs of the same promises,’ Aud'then came upon
my mind th-, consoling, the absorbing ihought, that I
am in communion with that very church of which St.
Lawrence was archdeacon—the church of Rome,—that
church which was saluted by St. Ignatius, bishop of the
pt siarchal see of antioch, as the presiding church.
Then did I fec! how cold, huw cheerless, how unsatisfy-
ing, is the theory of the Anglican, who, connected with
that tremendous schism which has drawndown upon
itself, in their just severity, the terrible censures of St
Peter’s chair, is thus severed from that church which
caf boasta long line of mariyrs of cvers grade aud
every rank, commencing with n St, Peter and a St.Paul,
and commemorating in her vunerablo rites her Linus
and her Cletus, her Clemens ord her Xystus, her Law-
rence and her Chrysngonue.  These aro her glorions
champions, who, unseen by mortal eyes, encircle her
ramparts as with walls of fire : und in the glowing trans-
ports of a love inflamed by un'nterrupied years of bless-
ed enjoyment of the be:tifiz vision, shed down upon her
children the reflected warmth af a fraternal charity which
cmanates feom a’m who is the central source of love.
Built upon the foundation racl: of her St Pclcr.—slt:ong
in the protection of those battlements which her mar-
tyrs, as so many living stones, have themselves reared
up around her, and cemented in their Llood,—she can
well bid defiance 1o the assaults which the unhappy are
mies of the alicas may make upon her, and which have
hitherto only recoiled upon themselves in shame, con-
fusion and disgrace.

With what new feelings of delight do1 now walk in
my picture gallery, hung round with s0 many family
portraits, all sharing in the common lincaments of a
family likencss, yetattho same lime distinguished by
those characteristic features which mark the peculfarity
ofcach. Were my pencil practiscd, and the tone of my
colouring suflicient:y warm, with what pleasuro would
I take = copy of cach portrait in this ancestral hal)
of my’ imagination, thas glorying in a descént and
relationship with the Tisherman and tho Tent-maker;
as beyondall that titled celebrity or accumulated wealth
can boast. And as to excellence of family descent, I

“teeplendent cxcelléncies of his czalied character. Cold
Ree L. .
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hero carry mine beyond the proudest pretensions of the
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indeed would bu that bosem which would nut throb| wurlding, since eighteen hundred .;'-enrsis,‘l;t; smalilime..

Vo

v rear a gem of e geneelogical tree. e
A year ago, [ was, us it were, a wanderer, without..
a proper name. This year, giafted on the stock of
Catholicity, 1 have tound a liome in the, church, a
father in her priesthood, and brathren in her canon-
ized saints.  Placed as within the Guthic arches of the
venerable pile of lier time honored cdifice, circled with
a halo of glory streaming amid the dim obscurity
of ancient duys, they shed a hallowed light upon the
young euthusiasin of my boyish years ; and connecting
the pre<ent with the past, thoy lend to the sober reality
of Christian triumphs that charm of energy deyoteduesy,
and high bearing am’d danger, which serves 1o rivet the
unchained imagination upon the pages of romance..
Now, in the sobored calm of matyuror years, I hail thera
as my brethren. I walk with greaier confidence, sup~
ported upon the arms of their fricndship, and from their
ligs and example would draw fresh lessons of wisdom,
humility, and 1ove.
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Deo GraTias.
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OURIGIN AND PROGRESS OF MUSIC UNDER THE CATHOLIS -
Cnurcit.—The oratorro, which is geaerally regarded
1 the uight of sacred music, was never warmly pall:on-
ised by tho fathers of’the Catholic church, for this ree-
l.son,-_-lh;u the performunce Bjr}ook too much of the
characier of a drama nfore suttabla to the theatrs than-
the church. The oratorio is commonly ascribed to St
Philip, of Neei, born 1n 31515, and who founded the con-
gregatiwn of the oratory at Rome, i1n 1540.- This pious
ecclesiastic, wistung to tura towards religion the mania
which the inhabiants of Rome displayed for the theatre
(« mama that frequemly caused them 1o nbsent them-
seives from divine worship, parucularly in the ume of
the carnival,) formed the 1dea of haviug these sacred
mtesludes written by good poets,set 10 music by the first
i composers, and performed by the most celebrated sing-
ers,  This experiment succeeded ; crowds were atiracts
cd 10 these conceris, whicn took the name of oratorics
from the church of the oratory where they were-per-
formed. The styie of the arqiorio was at fiest a melangs
of the madrigai and the cantair, adopted o some pious
allegorical subjecs ; but the ostepatious simpliity of the
carlier composiions speedily gave place to the meretsi-
civus graces of the dramatic style, so that oratorio mg.
sic duffers Jindo if.at all from that of tho theatse,

ANoruer. QxoxN1an. *¢ Mr, Segur, a‘Pfofcsso'r,' of
Hebrew, at Oxford, made his abjuration on Friday Jast,
St. Edward’s day {October 13}, Deb Gratias.”>~Ca,
tholic Herald. n I

In Belgium, one Catholic Archbishop and four Bishe
ops aiten! 1o the spiritual wants of fou? miflions of
prople, and receive only £170,000, priests, cé’lfeges
and all j whilst the Beresford family alone, receiv~
ed over £1,000,006 Tor bearing the pamé’ of Pro-
testant Bishop, &c. in freland; and doingcxubtly no-
thing at all ivwards tho spirtual wants ol"the two
hundred thousand Protestant souls entrusted 1o their
caro.—atholic Cabinet.”
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A wet silk handkerchief, tied without fgldingdowr
the face, js, it is spid, a complcte security agsjns sufio~
cation from smoke ; it .permits freo breathing, and st
the same time oxcludes the smoke from the, junge.
It has been efiectually tried. N
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