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-iiid inisks and frippery withi which

fiyin vai n atteiiuptcd to conceal

studio gave up every picture that
could raiise a blush upon the check
of innocence, and the vice.suggest-
ing w'riting-s of Ovid, Boccaccio, and
I>uli were hca-ped uponi the growv-
in.- pile. 'l'lie heart, of die cîty
seiied inoved by a coinnmon impulse
to this mioral purgation, is wvhen at
Ephesus, under the preaching of
I>atl fourteen centuries before,
,-iiazny of thern whichi uscd curious
-irts brouglit their books together
andl lurned theni before ahl niieni."

Iu the great Pizizza del Signoria,
a pyntainicd of "-vailities" ',vas col-
lccted, sixty feet highi and eighity
yards in circuit. After xuorning
coinmun ion, a vast procession wvound
fromn the Duiomo to the Piazzza. Thek
vh ite-rubed ch îld ren lined thesquare,

.4nd their pure, clear voices chanted
*the -- lauds " and carols ivritten for
the day. Then the torch, 'as ap-
phied; the flamnes leaped and wvrith-
4,-d and revelled ainid the things of
fol ly and shanie; and the trampets
blared. and the clangorous bouls
111101 'the air wvitli peals of triumiph
ilnd joy.

"Florence was9 like a city burnin- its
idl)s and with soleiiii ceretnony voiflg
tidelity ini ail the future toà the wvorshi1 )
of the ou true God. One more offering
up of ' vanities *hy lire took place iii the
followinug ywir. Tiien followed a burning
()f a1 differcut sort on the saine spt.t ini
which the persu3n of Savonarola furnishied
foud for the Ibune and excitemnt for the
Imu')laCe; whichi buriiing endled the
(0>*.*lUd Florentine draina of the fiftcenth

Alreadv the clouds were gather-
in- 'vhich were to shroud in a dire
cclîpse of woe the glories of that
auspicious day. There worcmanv in
the once gay and luxurions Florence
w'ho were flot in harniony ivitli the
high moral tone to whichi society
wais keved. There were also secret
agfents and friends of the fugitive
Medici. Thiese comibined. against

the Fratescld, or followers of Sai-
vonarola, and chief supporters of
thc Republic. A conspiracy for the
restoration of Piero wvas dotected.
Fîve of its leaders wereu t.ried and
found guilty, and suffered the in-
evitah.i)e penalty, in that age, of
highl treason. Savonarola ivas ýaverse
to their execution, would hiave pre-
ferred their exile, but was ovet'-
riiled by wliat w'ere deemedl ne-
cessîties of State.

Under the civil disturbances, trado
languislied -,nd idlecss and poverty
pre.vailed. Then famine and pesti-
lence followed-the mysterious and
awful plague of tne middle ages-
and the sick, the dying and the
dead wvcre in every street and
square. Savonarola remiaîned at
his post, althoughi the plagcueenteredl
the ionzastery, and was hiniself the
chief source of succour to the torror-
stricken community.

But the chief enemy of the iii-
trepid friar wvas that ,Ncro, of the
Paipaey," the infamnous Borgia, Alex-
ander VI. The Pope sent first a
flattering invitation to 4- is xnuch-
beloved son, the inost zealous of ail
the labourers in the Lord's vineyard,"
invitixig hini to Romne, iu order to
deprivo Florence of his ivise couzi-
sels. Savona rola respectfull y de-
clined, the invitation, urging his
broken healtli and the need of his
services to the ne'v Government.
Thon the tiger-clatws ivhich stroked
so smoothly in their silken sheath
were showvn; and " Gerolamno Savon-
arola, a teacher of hieritical doctrine,"
w'as summioned under heavy penail-
ties to the presence of the Sover-
cigil Pontifi'. Trhe prior of Sani
Marco, refused to leave his post;
wvhen the en)raged, Pope, dreaiding
the power of his eloquence, prohib.
ited luis precehing.

For a timie Savonarola, yielded
obodienc, but the sweet constraint
of the Gospel compehled hiiuu to pro-
claimi its truths. &cWithout preachi

ilie h exclainied, "I cannot live
lis J.enten serions, as his voice
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