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SIONs OF Tir. TiîMxts." Letters to Ernst Moritz Arndt, on the dangers to
religions liberty in the present state of the world, by CUItISTIÂN CiIÂRLrs
JOSIAS ]LNSEN, D. D., D. C. L., &c.-.New l'ork, Ilarier- &~ BrothLer.s;
Mont real, B. Dawson.

This la one of' inany réinarkzabIf, booksa froin the pen of tlic illustrions Chevalier
hulisen, late Prusian Amibaqsador nt the Court of England. le re-sided for a
period of Ibourteen years iri London, and we begari to look upon hlm as one of
our own venerable £flîtherq. The Oriental question, howevcr, on iNhich lie exn-
braced the viewvs of the Allies, and in ivIih Prtissia took s0 ptisillaniinous a
part, led to his retirement froîn office, and his retnrn to his fathieriand ; there to
spend with honor, thie remainder of bis days in learned leisure. This book
shlows tlîat lie 15 îiot an 1(11e spectator of the course of events. With a noble
Christian patrioti-,în, ho liere vindicates for bis country men, freedoni of con-
science and wvoripl, wlîich he thinks are endangered by the prevailitng tendon-
cies of governments, both in Clnireh -and in State. The resuit of bis reilectio'a
on the state of parties, cspecially in GeTrmany, is a series of letters unider t'ho
above title. While this book bins a peculiar reference to church mattors in
Prussia and in Gerinany generally, with their relations to personal, christian
liberty, still it contains woi'd.si of warning to ail people, and takes notice of
tendencies whichi ire fotind more or less prevalent in Il countries.

The special IlSigns of the Times" which ho notes are, flrst :-"ý The Spirit of
Associato ~"a spirit which lie shows, aîthougli not peculiar to file p rosent
age or to any country or race, bas yet in these times, and in Christendom, a
sperial activity and powerful influence alike in matters commercial, political,
and religious. In connection wvith this topie, it is plcasing to find Dr. Bunsen
mar-king witiî special approbation the Fr-ce Chuirch of Scotlaqnd-

"lThe yongest of thcqc voluintary asssoeiations, Ilsnys hie," whicli We have sce shooting
up before our tyyes, dIurin~ the Iast few y ears, by the itte uf a highly respectable th uh
soinewhat torpid national Chourch, 1 inean tlînt of the Free Chiurelh of Seotltind bas in onl
tes yezîrs, outstripped the activity of ail the State Churehies in the -world."

The second sign whiich lie notes, is lthe rising power of the clergy as a
yovcrninq caste or ldierarchy, and esperially, tkouigk by no mcans eclulsively, of
the Roînish." This tendency lie fids in the grasping ambition of thîe modemn
Papacy, in the prevalence of Traétarianisin in England, and in thîe reactionary
spirit of the Oli Lutheran party ln Germany. To these lie miglht have added
also thie issum-ptioti, 1>y almost ail IRitualistic and State Churches, of peculiar
riglits and prerogatives.

T1hese two tendencies are shown to resolve theinselves into a struggle for
freedom of conscience on the one liatd, tir . a spirit of persecution e.ndl furcible
repression of Christian liberty on the other.

O f these two Signs of the the Tirnes," ho says:
Onie is in its, asqccndent. the other verging towardl its setting. The Spirit of Association

-with its liberty i'; the genius ancl the demion of the dawniug day ; the bierarchy withi its
tyranny is the waning planet of departing night...The niore powerful flows the Spirit
of Association, the more scif-evident becoines the antagonism betwcen the hierarchy nd
freedom. For frcedomi of con-cience is the sole vital air of hurniaity and the cradie of
true personality; and this freedom, the isoîlier of evcry other freedoîn, cannot endure the
hierarcliy for eveî'."

It is ref'rcshing to find words so, true anid bold as these spoken in the cars of
the intolerant hierareliies and govornîneuts (if Europe, by one whose character
for wisdom and moderation is s0 luighly estecmed. In reviewing tlic tinues, ho
takes an hiistorical survey of the rise of the bierarchy in Europe, and notes,


